
ABSTRACT 

The thesis deals with an examination in the context of student assessment in higher education. 

This process is researched in terms of the institutional frame of student assessment at 

universities and within a real educational process. We would like to point  

at the topicality of this theme in pedagogical theory, practice and research. Despite the fact 

that examination and assessment of students at university belongs to the duties  

of a university teacher this theme has neither been researched nor discussed in Slovakia a lot.  

The aim of our thesis was to find out how the university students are examined and assessed 

during a semester in Slovakia and what external factors influence this process. In our 

theoretical part we concentrate on important aspects of the university student assessment 

process as they are presented in literature. In the empirical part we describe the research 

which we have conducted at different faculties of three universities in Slovakia. By means of 

the qualitative research methods (document analysis, interview, observation) we have 

elaborated a multiple case study which brings an analysis of the assessment strategies of eight 

ESP teachers in different study programs. The results of our research show that studied 

university teachers act in the student assessment process very autonomously. The basic 

finding is a considerably wide variability of the forms of student assessment as well as of a 

semester examination, despite the fact that we have limited on one subject. Differences are 

not only on the level of individual teachers, assessors, but also on the level of the researched 

universities. Among the most significant external factors which influence the student 

assessment process belongs massification of higher education and inadequate language 

knowledge level of university students. For the assurance of higher objectivity, reliability and 

accountability of student assessment this issue should be systematically solved on all levels of 

an institution. Trainings and seminars for teachers would be useful as the theme of student 

assessment should not be exclusively the matter of one teacher.  
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