
 

Příloha 

Profily respondentek 

Jméno Věk  Studium Místo bydliště 
Zahaluje se - od 

kdy/ Nezahaluje se 

Matka 

se 

zahaluje 

Sestra(y) 

se 

zahaluje(í) 

Reakce 

na zákaz 

nošení 

Zeynep 24 

Istanbul - 

Bogazici 

univerzita, 

studium 

angličtiny 

Istanbul, 

narozena v 

Burse, žila 

určitou dobu i 

v cizině 

Ano, když začala 

studovat střední 

školu, 15 let Ano Ne 

Sundala 

si šátek 

Vusram 25 

Varšava - 

studium 

filologie 

Istanbul, rodina 

pochází z oblasti 

Černého moře, 

žila v Polsku 

Ano od 15 let (od 

první periody) Ano Nemá 

Studium 

v cizině, 

ale 

sundala 

by si ho 

Ceyda 20 

Istanbul - 

Beykent 

univerzita, 

studium 

architektury 

Istanbul, rodina 

pochází 

z Trabzonu 

Ano, když začala 

chodit na univerzitu Ano Ano 

Nezažila, 

sundala 

by si ho 

Ozge 22 

Istanbul - 

Sabanci 

univerzita, 

studium 

psychologie 

Istanbul, 

narozena v 

Izmiru, žila na 

východu země a 

v Ankaře 

Ano, od první 

periody Ano Ano 

Nezažila, 

sundala 

by si ho 

Nur 20 

Istanbul - 

Bogazici 

univerzita, 

studium 

angličtina 

Istanbul, 

narozena v 

oblasti Černého 

moře 

Ano, od první 

periody Ano Nemá Nezažila 

Sureyaya 21 

Istanbul - 

Bogazici 

univerzita, 

studium 

angličtina 

Istanbul, 

narozena 

v Trabzonu Ne Ne Ne - 

Gulsan 23 

Istanbul - 

studium 

politické vědy 

Istanbul, žila v 

Nevsehiru a 

Izmiru 

Ne nyní, v minulosti 

od 14 do 22 let ano, 

od první periody Ano Ne 

Sundala 

si šátek 

Ecehan 22 

Istanbul - 

inženýrské 

studium Istanbul Ne Ne Ne - 

Burca 22 

Istanbul - 

Beykent 

univerzita, 

studium PR 

(public 

relation) Istanbul Ne Ano Ne - 

Naz 25 

Vídeň - 

studium na 

Academi of 

Art 

Istanbul, žila 

v Rakousku 

Ne (není muslimka - 

álevitka) Ne Nemá - 



 

 

 

Přepsané rozhovory 

Zeynep 

Ja: I study sociology at Charles University in Prague and I am going to write my diploma thesis about Turkey, 

my topic is head-covering issue. This interview I will use for my thesis and it will be published in the Czech 

Republic in Czech language. I would like to ask you if you agree with this. 

Re: Yes that is fine. 

Ja: Ok so at the begging can you introduce my yourself? Can you tell me something about you? 

Re: I am an English teacher working in Istanbul. I study English langue teaching here in Istanbul University and 

now I am working at university as English instructor. I am also doing my Master at another university at 

government Bogazici University. I am teaching at Fatih Sultan Mehmet, private university.  

Ja: And can you tell me where are you from? From which city? 

Re: My mum is from Kavliit is a city near to Istanbul and my dad is from Divam, that is central Anatolian 

region.  

Ja: And where did you grow up? 

Re: It is little bit mix actually. I was born in Bursa. Because of my father´s job we moved a lot in Turkey. I lived 

in the west and also in the east, Diyarbaker but that time I was really young. And after we also moved to 

Mallorca, to New York. I lived in New York for five years. And then we came back to Turkey. I continue my 

high school education in Turkey and also I went to university here.  

Ja: And what are you planning after studding? Do you want to continue in English teaching?  

Re: That could be, I have two things. I still want to continue at teaching at university but I still thinking if it 

would be just English or something else. Because I like my job, I like working at university. I live the university 

student because I could be also teacher at high school or primary school but I prefer older age group.  

Ja: Ok so do you wear a headscarf, yes? 

Re: Yes I do.  

Ja: Can you tell me when did you start to wear it? 

Re: I started wearing it when I was at high school when I finished intermediate school it is before high school I 

started to wear a headscarf.  

Ja: And why did you start with it, religion was the main reason?  

Re: I rose up as Muslim and that time I was trying to finding out what the religion requires, what to do and when 

I saw that this is one of the requirement for women. I saw them, this is what to do and I should to do it. I feel I 

thought it was it could be easier for me because decided when I was starting high school because there will be 

new environment, new friends. It would me maybe easier to expect me like who I am. That this new place I 

thought. 

Ja: Do you thing that it changed something in your life? 

Re: Actually it is very long time because I am almost 24 years old now. That was when I was starting high 

school… (počítá) about like 15. But when I think about this… well I was still the same me of course but  I guess 

that people started to except me like who I am with this scarf that is what I thought. Because the scarf also shows 

something like that I am training to practice my religion. I guess that that would effect people thought maybe. 

But inside I was like the same me, it isn´t change anything. The same me but I guess the expecting me change, 

maybe people attitude… 



 

 

Ja:  Do you think that people look at you different because you wear a scarf? For example your close people… 

Re: Ok to be honest yes. I had friends who were happy about it, you know, they said I am very happy for you. 

But there were also some friends who didn´t reject in same way. They were saying you are so young, you know, 

why do you do this now, you can do it maybe later. I could not understand because they thought if you wear a 

headscarf you can´t do everything. But I didn´t think like that. I am the same me, not change so I could do what I 

want. But there were also these kinds of reaction from even my close friends. 

Ja: And what about your family? 

Re: My mother also wears a headscarf so of course she was happy about it. My older sister doesn´t wear a scarf 

so at first she wasn´t very happy about it, but then she said Ok, I understand why you do it. Because she was 

scared that…she was scared what others would say because I am younger than she and she doesn´t wear a 

headscarf and I do. I understand her reaction too because she thought that people would now say: look at you and 

at your sister.  

Ja: Like that people could thought that you are “better”, moral… 

Re: I don´t think like that but you probably saw the people who think like that.  

Ja: Do you think that people think like that? 

Re: It happens sometimes like my grandfather. Because he wanted to see her wearing a headscarf. He was like 

look at her sister why you don´t do it. Because he is older, it is quite difficult explain to him that this is our 

choice. This is how we want to live. 

Ja: So it was your decision to wear it…no one force you… 

Re: No. 

Ja: You told me that the scarf means something… 

Re: Yes 

Ja: Do you think that wearing a scarf have some symbolism? 

Re: Like for me? 

Ja: Yes.  

Re: Yes it means something but I don´t wear because it means something but it does. As I said the reason why I 

wear it that is ordered by God and we were created by him. It was his designed, what he wanted. This is the 

reason why I wear the scarf. But I also except that it brings such a things, but it is the next step and I don´t wear 

it because it means some symbol but with this comes another things. Like people don´t look at you, she wears a 

headscarf. It doesn´t attract that much. There are also some scarfs that are really brave, but I try to choose not so 

many color. But I think that it doesn´t attract that much attention. Because we are people and we can get effected 

by some look. It doesn´t have to be bad you know. Or like I also know some people who wears a scarf…how to 

say it.. because they can to be protected like but it doesn´t mean that everybody wears a scarf because of that. 

There are some ladies who wear it because I think they go to houses for cleaning. They think they wear a scarf 

then they go to … for example. And they wouldn´t disturb them because of they are religious, it is forbidden to 

show a one man. But of course the scarf brings you such a benefits like that. Because in society is sometimes 

difficult to be alone. 

Ja: And do you think that wearing a scarf have another benefits? 

Re: Actually in Turkey it was totally different. Now things are changing but if you wear a scarf it was actually 

totally opposite like you couldn´t study at university, you couldn´t go to some places. I actually stated to this too. 

Because here was this ban about headscarf. I would even think about could I go with my scarf to Museum? It 

was just museum because in this time it was almost everywhere. I was so hesitance even go to museum, thinking 

is it allow to enter because I am wearing a scarf you know? So it was really the opposite. Now it is changing a 

little bit and kind of become an opposite. I hear that some people wear the scarf because they think people bring 

the political agreement I think. They are also people like that. I am not that think but I hear it, that some local 



 

 

people do it because of that. But in Turkey it is a history but still at some places it´s continue. There is negative 

attitude. 

Ja: You told me that you faced to this ban. How did you solve it? 

Re: It is a big problem you know. I had actually taken it off during my first year at university. It was so so bad 

because I was going to the university until the front door with my scarf. In front of everybody, everybody was 

looking at you; you had to take the scarf off. Because with scarf you couldn´t go in. And living with this every 

day was quite a big stress, you thought like from that point it is not you anymore. Because this is how I feel, this 

is how Zeynep it is, this is my personality, and this is my life. But if I left one thing, one chose that I made, 

because some other forces put this on me, it made me feel like from this point of view like, it was not me 

anymore. And everybody was looking at me because wasn´t use to. It was so weird because there are also 

somebody else, still if you try to pretend you can´t pretend like you are still the same person. Because you are 

somebody else outside and that is who you really are. This is really difficult to express yourself, you missing the 

part of you.  

Ja: Did you think about not going to the university or go to the different country? 

Re: Ya I actually did, I thought about it but then I saw you know: why do I have to think about this? People who 

don´t wear a scarf they don´t have to think about it, and I because I made this decision, I made this chose to show 

my hair. This is still your expressing and my way of living my life but like now how they are trying to inte… 

you with women´s life, it is the political power. I think that also won. I guess every time when some girls tell: 

this power tried to interfere into women´s life. Trying to say: Ok you can wear this, you should have this many 

babies. I think that they consider the same think. Interfering into women´s life and their decision. Non of these 

are right I think.  

Ja: Because of this I think that scarf become political, you know it is more together… 

Re: I am also very much in these. They said we have to except this fact that the headscarf has become like 

something so much use in politic because of this history. When the republic was formed they thought: Ok we 

want to show to people that we have forms, something new and this is the brand new started we have to leave 

everything behind, even Ottoman music, we don´t want to see any faces of this old empires. They thought that 

the West… that is also fact that they were more develop in compare with Turkey at that time. They thought that 

if we will take things from West we will be more open. And they thought that closing could be also symbol of 

this. This also why they said from now we will not allowed to wearing the headscarves because it show 

something like old civilization. And AKP they wanted power and wanted to keep their power, they use this 

because they knew that people were …they stop this thing and could be the hero that they stopped this problem. 

And people would appreciate them. But yes it was good, I don´t care who did it but somebody had to do this, 

solve this problem so AKP did it. For me it is not so important but I really have it, I really get disturbed when 

they bring it again and again like using it.  

(menší pauza, respondentka si došla na toaletu) 

Ja: Do you have a feeling that now is Turkey going back to the Ottoman roots? That they are refreshing 

Ottomans things, here are more exhibition about Ottoman history… 

Re: I think again like they have the new concept which they call “new Turkey” and I think that is similar to what 

happened during the Republic. They were trying to ban everything Ottoman. The same is what Republic did 

because they denied the Ottomans and they wanted to show that they were different from them. They were trying 

to show that their roots were Turkish so they went all the way back to empire before Ottomans Empire. That was 

like GerkTurk Empire. And now I think AKP is doing the same think, they want to show that they are different 

from republic, they are going before to Ottoman Empire so. They try to find the links between because they are 

now making a New Turkey.  

Ja: Ok…and were talking about some benefits. Do you think that wearing a scarf has some limitations for you?  

Re: In things what I want to do actually no, not any more. I can work. I was actually worried during my studies 

as I said because the scarf was banded. I used to think where can I teach? Because it was not allowed and I 

wanted to teach like this. But now it is not a problem, I can teach, I can teach at university. There are not 

limitations for this. And I don´t feel like this that headscarf limits what I want to do. Maybe we can say if you go 

to same certain places than it is fell like observe you know as women wearing a headscarf goes to bar or night 

club. People really observe you, but I don´t that anyway, that is not my lifestyle. I don´t feel any limitations.  



 

 

Ja: And have you ever faced some discrimination or people look at you really different?  

Re: Of course. Actually it happened to me too. I can´t remember example from my life but my best friend, we 

studied together at university and so after graduation she was applying for job. She also wanted to teach at 

university so we went to this university but you know we didn´t know about business like and so on and how 

things go on so we chose to applied for all university. But in Turkey some university they don´t want to have 

some people with headscarf still, there is not a ban anymore but there are still some places where you can´t work 

because they want to look presentable. And they think that headscarf doesn´t look presentable. She was invited 

for interview, I guess they didn´t know that she is wearing the headscarf, when she went there people looked, 

attitude, it is show how they…what they thought, how they terse headscarf.  

Ja: Because I heard that at your university where you teach is more conservative one… 

Re: Yes, it is more like that. There is law where said no, they can´t but because of the people that worked there. 

If you don´t match with their way of thinking, they don´t want you. But as you said that university is, actually 

this university is more close to AKP. Don´t have to be fan of AKP, you know supported but as you said it is little 

bit more conservative. But somewhere is also this attitude toward the headscarf. They don´t still excepting, it can 

be difficult at such places.  

Ja: And you have been also living aboard like in New York, Morocco, you travel a lot. Did you feel somewhere 

bad behavior to you?  

Re: Not really actually, not at all. Actually one thing happened. That was one problem when I was in Australia. 

There is one program and they deal with like European school and I could teach at high school. And you say I 

want to go to this country, some said we want to have some assistant. So they will match you with this school. At 

first it was a nice trip to school, that was primary school. So pupils there were younger. And I wrote them that I 

am wearing a scarf and she made a problem with this. So I was shocked. I really wanted to talk with them and 

they said to me: don´t worry, we will arrange another school. And the second school which arranged, they didn´t 

made a problem at all. And also the place where I lived, because I stayed there for one year, I didn´t have any 

problems and people were really nice, very friendly and helpful. I could see that they have some prejudices in 

Austria because there are a lot of Turkish people live there and they went as workers and these people are 

usually coming from lower economic strata, they were not very educated. And I am sure that most of them were 

like living in religion because they learned it. No because they seen it in their families. They actually have this 

view for Turkish people there. Some those they didn´t say like very extensively but I could understand when we 

talked form their expression, how they thought about Turkish people. They also couldn´t speak English. They 

could make a line between educated and the culturally living. 

Ja: I know you were in Prague, can you tell me something about your experience from Prague? Because I think 

that also a lot of people in Czech have prejudices about it.  

Re: Actually I faced that thing. There were still asking me: it was your decision, can you decide this. As you said 

they always thought that it was my father decision and I couldn´t decided by myself. In my family are also 

women who don´t wear it and people who wear it. Now it is different I think in Turkey, I don´t how in another 

Muslim’s countries and how it is there but in Turkey we have a freedom and it is not like that anymore.  

Ja: And also culture influence the head-covering because in every countries it is different. You believe in same 

religion, Koran.. 

Re: Koran doesn´t say you have to do it like this. There is say that you can show your face, hands, feed and rest 

you have to cover. That what their said. It doesn´t say do it like this. We also have to take consideration like …. 

It is actually your chose how you will, how you want to wear your scarf. This is what I think. If you want to wear 

silk, cotton. I think this is changing from culture to culture, it could change them.  

Ja:   And what do you think about fashion way of covering? For example I bought magazine Ala, there are some 

fashion Muslims blogger… 

Re: I don´t really follow these magazines because I am myself. I think that this is just kind of like type of 

everybody. I am myself and I should decide what I want to wear and I could make my own combination, I don´t 

care if it is fashion or .. For me I think this is the time of century maybe they want to show that they are also like 

modern or I don´t know. They could be blindness, I don´t know, these people who follow fashion or these 

magazines. I think if they choose to wear a scarf and one type of jacket, everybody could wear their own things. 



 

 

As long as I was 13 I think that you should make sure that you don´t do that. You shouldn´t show your neck, you 

shouldn´t wearing to tide, if you don´t do these. It doesn´t matter if you wearing colors.  

Ja: And do you think that It fit together? 

Re: Like fashion thing and like… 

Ja: Yes 

Re: My opinion is that really doesn´t fit. I really can´t put them together like as I said. The thing is that we 

should care about it like this. I said it is about not showing that part of body and don´t wear tide cloths. But I 

don´t know for me doesn´t fit.  

Ja: Ok maybe that is all thank you very much. And now do you want to tell me something about it which I didn´t 

ask you? 

Re: I think that that is all.   

Vusram  

J: At the beginning can you introduce me yourself, like for example what do you study et.? 

V: Ok my name is Vusram, I study in Europe. I graduated there for my bachelor. Exactly I studied in Poland, I 

studied there philology. After bachelor I went for my Master´s degree to another University, to the private one in 

Warsaw. I study there at the same faculty, same department. Now I am English teacher in elementary school, just 

temporarily I guess. I am looking for another job. 

J: Do you want to do same job or do you want to find something different? 

V: We will see, you know my job is to teach but… 

J: And now are you also working on your diploma thesis? 

V: Yes right now I am writing my diploma thesis, when I will finish it, I will contact my supervisor and 

I will go to Poland to finish my Master´s degree, do finally exam. 

J: Ok and where are you from? 

V: I am from Istanbul. I live in Istanbul in Beykoz. But our grandma and grandpa they are from Black sea area – 

Rize. Do you know? 

J: No I don´t know this city, I just know Trabzon and Samsun in this area… 

V: So it is close to Trabzon. 

J: I never been there…and now I would like to ask you about your headscarf. Do you wear headscarf? 

V: Yes, I wear. 

J: And when did you start wear a scarf? 

V: When I was 16, 17 years old I guess, after high school. You know when a woman has…  

J: I know what you mean. 

V: So after this I started. 

J: OK and did it change something for you? 

V: In what conditions do you ask me? Like in my life? 

J: Yes for example in your everyday life… 



 

 

V: After wearing the scarf we need to behave like much more carefully. Because we are wearing it we need to 

follow it, you know like a rule. I can´t just behave like you know like normal people. I mean if you wear a scarf  

it means you are religious people, you can´t across the rules. But it isn´t strict. We like it, we want to be like this. 

J: And why did you start to wear a veil? 

V: It is written in Koran that all women actually not just Turkish women, if you believe in God you need and if 

you believe in our prophets like Mohamed it means you are a Muslim and than it is written in Koran. Every 

woman should wear a scarf, when she is like 15 -16 years old. It is a rule and we follow the rule but it depends 

also on people. You live in Istanbul and you can see it - not all of women wear it, it depends on the people, it 

depends on me. If I want, I care about the rules, about Islamic rules and I do it. And I follow it. It is important for 

me. But someone doesn´t care you know so she doesn´t wear a scarf. You know it is like Christianity, there are 

some religious people, they follow the rules but there are also another people I know them. Some of them they 

go every Sunday to the church, they pray. Also there are another people and they don´t go to the church. They 

don´t care about God and prophets. It is almost the same. And it is also the same for you, you believe in God, 

ours beliefs are the same, it is about prophets. We also accept Issac, but it is some kind of different our religious. 

Btw you are Christian, am I right? 

J: No I am not. 

V: You don´t believe in God? 

J: No… 

V. So you don´t believe n God, really? Ok it is nice. 

J: For me it is different. Especially in my country, in Czech a lot of people are atheist. They don´t believe in 

God. I was not raised in a religious faith. 

V: So your family is also not believers? Are they atheist? 

J: Yes, if you compare Polish people and Czech people there are a different. Polish people are much more 

religious…but I am not 

V: I also know some Atheist people, they believe in good, am I right? 

J: Yes exactly… 

V: Like if you do good things in your whole live you will go to… 

J: Yes I believe in some kind of destiny, in goodness 

V: But don´t believe there is the God. 

J: Hm…but it is not like that I don´t respect people with another confession or believers, I totally respect you. 

V: And what about the Czech Republic? Like 90% believe in God? 

J: It is less. 

V: I thought that Czech people are Christian. 

J: Yes it is true. Christianity is the most popular religion in my country…So for you wearing a headscarf has 

some another than religious meaning? 

V: It is my responsibility as a woman. But as I said you before no one force us. It was my wish.  

J: And when you were in Poland did you also wear a scarf? 

V: Ya ya. I didn´t have any problem with my scarf. Actually they just asked me why. Why do you wear it, 

because of the cold? And I was laughing like you now and said them no because of my religious. I told them, I 

explained them. They respected it. 



 

 

J: Do you think that wearing a scarf have some limitations? 

V:  There are some limitations, for example you would like to go swimming. It is little bit difficult to swim with 

a scarf. There is a special swimsuit, we wear it, it also has a scarf so we swim with it, with clothing. It is much 

more comfortable to swim with bikini. If we swim just between women we wear bikini. But when it is combined 

like men and women we have to wear special clothing for it. 

J: I saw it I know how it looks like. 

V: So you know. 

J: And some another limitations? 

V: Some year ago it was banned to wear a scarf to university.  

J: Yes I know about this problem.  

V: That was a limitation for us, huge limitation. It is relation with policy but they changed it. It is more relaxing. 

J: Yes and wearing a scarf has some benefits? 

V: Spiritually you feel very flexible, comfortable, we are doing our responsibility. And after life we will face 

with God, he will give us our price, we think about it like that. I feel brave, happy, spiritually. 

J: Do you think that Turkish people look at you differently because of scarf? 

V: There are some of people which look at us differently. You know we can realize it like: come on, why are you 

staring at me? I am wearing a scarf, we live in Turkey and I also lived abroad and no one said me don´t wear it. 

But here are still kind of people look at us, but no one can tell us bad thing. It is kind of differentiation. They just 

don´t understand why we do it, why we wear it. It is simple it is written in Koran and that is why we do it. We 

don´t do it from our mind, we just follow the rules that is why. It is like in the school, there are also some rules 

and you need to follow them. You need to be in the class, you need to listen the lessons and something like that. 

We have some kind of rules and we follow them. 

J: Do you think like generally Turkish women should wear a scarf? 

V: I don´t think so. For me it is not really important, up to their wish. I really don´t care if someone doesn´t care, 

doesn´t wear, it doesn´t mean that she is not a good person. She is also a person and it is enough for me. 

J: And what about your family? Are they religious? 

V: Yes they are also religious, my mum, grandma. But I have a friends who don´t wear a scarf. I also have a 

good time with them, we have a fun. I have for example tree cousins. One of my cousin doesn´t wear a scarf. She 

is 16 years old. She goes to high school. But we didn´t force her, it was up to her decision. There are some 

people who decided wear a scarf and after that they were affected by another friends and takes it off. I don´t 

want to behave like this.  Decision is important, just once decide it, like free decision and then do it. It is all. If 

you are not sure don´t do it. Wearing it and then take it off is no good. 

J: And does your mother wear a scarf? 

V: Yes she also wears a scarf. 

J: Do you have friends with scarf? 

V: Hmm 

J: Do you sometimes talk about your religion? 

V: Yes for example if we have some question about our religion we ask each other. We make some research and 

we give some ideas to each other. It is normal like you have a problem, you don´t know how to solve it so just 

ask: can you help me? How should I act? Sometimes it is difficult to behave according to the Koran. 

J: Did you read Koran? 



 

 

V: Yes of course the Arabic version and there is also Turkish version. We read it every week especially 

Perşembe (v turečtině čtvrtek). 

J: Can you speak Arabic? 

V: No I can just read, it is not like language, we learn it but it is very difficult to speak Arabic. We are just 

reading it. 

J: And I would like to ask about history. In the past it was forbidden to wear a scarf. What do you think about it? 

V:  It was very bad decision.  

J: Do you know when exactly did they ban it? 

V: I don´t know. Do you think 1923, Ataturk´s time? 

J: Yes… 

V: Ataturk changed all the regulations. He just wanted to regulate Turkey like the West, like European country, 

but come on…their believe is different, our believe is different. How it would be possible? In my opinion it was 

not correct. And they forced nation to dress like this and what Turkish people could do? Governmental did the 

regulations and people followed the regulations. That is why people had to behavior, had to wear what they 

wanted. It happened like that. Our grandma, grand grandma, it was not nice for them, but it is a past. 

J: Do you think now is better? 

V: Yes now is better. Freely, much more free. Now here is not any limitation in dressing, it is individual choose, 

what he or she wants to wear, he or he wear. How someone else can say something to him or her? Here shouldn´t 

be limitation. And there are also some kinds of people in Turkey which don´t want to see girls with scarf. They 

don´t like us, but we like them, we accept them like without scarf.  

J: And if they not cancel the law, would you go to the university? 

V: It happened to me. I faced to it, it was seven years ago. It was banned to wear scarf at the university. If I 

would go to the university, I would open my scarf because education is important. And after then you will leaf 

them specific, important possession to them. So no one could understand us. That is why I would go to the 

university and I would finish my university and I would be in their possession and I will let people to do that. 

But I went to the abroad, I studied freely, comfortably. 

J: So why did you go to study abroad? 

V: One reason of the reasons was scarf and second reason maybe you know…I went to the religious school. For 

us if you go to the religious school you can´t choose whatever you want like department. For example I would 

not choose a teaching, I wouldn´t chose teacher. I would just choose religious department. If I would like to 

choose some another department they would cut my points in the exam and after I can´t go wherever I want. 

J: Really? 

V: Yes there are some schools and if you go there you can´t go to the university. So if you go to religious school 

you need to continue with them, but why? I wanted do religious school just for high school and after at the 

university I would like go to another department. 

J: And now is it the same? Like if you go to the religious school you can´t go to the university? 

V: No now it is not like that. Everyone can go to the university and study what he wants. But think about it. 

There are this regulations and there are just some people and because of the scarf they don´t want to do their 

education. If I am not free to take education with my scarf I will not go to the university.  After the changes they 

started continue their education, government also let them continue in their education and they can finish their 

education. Turkey really had bed, difficult time and Turkey faced with them but ten years ago it just finished 

them.  

J: When? 10 years? 



 

 

V: Yes 10 years. 

J: And why? Because of AKP? 

V: Yes, yes exactly. 

J: Do you think that now is better than before? 

V: Yes it is. Can you understand the situation, right? 

J: Hope that yes… 

V: All these regulation are relative to the policy and to the people, you know. They just did you they think, they 

just would like to govern to the people, but it was their wish not according to the people. They assumed that 

people don´t know any ideas, they don´t care about government. But after than people educated, studied, learn, 

they started to think about widely and after ideas started to change. They started to say something about 

government like: “hey what are you doing? It is our ideas, we can behave how we want. 

J: So is it really important an education for you, yah? 

V: Yes… 

J: I am asking because a lot of people in the West, not I, they are thinking that they don´t want to educated, they 

are under oppression… 

V: They can´t see what is going on. 

J: It is about prejudices… 

V: Especially education is important. Education opens the ideas I guess. So they see us differently in other 

countries. And than you need to be able to compare with them. You realize it: “Hey come on they and than they 

will start think about it. … 

J: Ok thank you  

V: Ok but if you have some another question just ask 

J: Thank you once again I really appreciate it. 

 

Ceyda 

Ja: At the beginning I would like to introduce myself and tell you what I am doing. I study sociology in the 

Czech Republic and I am writing diploma thesis about Turkey. My topic is head-covering issue and I would like 

to ask you on some questions, can I? And I will also record it and after I will use our interview in my diploma 

thesis. And it will be publish in the Czech Republic.  

Ce: Ok, no problem 

Ja: Do you agree with it? 

Ce: Yes, no problem. 

Ja: Now can you introduce me yourself? Can you tell something about you? 

Ce: Ok my name is Ceyda, and my family is from Trabzon. Do you know it? It is area close to Black Sea. 

Ja: Yes I know this city. And what do you study? 

Ce: My departure is architecture, second class. I study at Beykent University; it is private university in Istanbul. 

And I am twenty years old. 

Ja: And where do you live? 



 

 

Ce:I live in Istanbul. 

Ja: How long do you live in Istanbul? 

Ce: Actually I was born in Istanbul and I grew up here but my father is from Trabzon. 

Ja: Do you want to continue to master degree? 

Ce: Yes I want to go to master. Maybe I would like to visit also another country, for example Italy. I would like 

to travel. 

Ja: When you will graduate, do you want to work like architecture? 

Ce: Yes, of course. I like it and I would like to continue in my field of study. I would like to be architect in 

future. 

Ja: Good, nice. Now I would like to talk about scarf issue, about veiling. Do you remember your first day when 

did you wear a scarf? 

Ce: Yes, it was like two years ago when I started to wear a scarf. In Turkey it is like: do you want to wear a 

scarf? You can. If you don´t want, you can´t. It is my opinion. And I wanted to wear it. Turkey is free country in 

this, you can decide.  

Ja: Ok you wanted and why did you start cover your head just two years ago? I thought that usually girls start 

cover their head when they are around 13 years old, when they have first menstruation.. 

Ce: Yes it is like this usually but it was my case. I started wear head-scarf just two years ago, when I was 18 

years old. I was really thinking about it and when I was sure about it I started.  

Ja: And can I ask you why? What was the main reason? 

Ce: Because of my religion, because of Islam. You know it is one of the requirements in Islam and I am trying to 

follow this and live according to this rules. 

Ja: So are you a Muslim? 

Ce: Yes I am.  

Ja: But is it expressively written in Koran that you have to cover your head? 

Ce: Yes it is written there. I read a Koran, but I didn´t understand it because it is in another language, in Arabic. 

But I also read Turkish version.  

Ja: It was your personal decision to start wear a scarf? 

Ce: Yes it was my personal decision. I wanted to do it, no one forced me or something like this. As I said before 

Turkey is free country and you can decide. Of course I can´t talk about every girl in Turkey but in my case it was 

my decision. I was thing about it quite long time and you know if you wear it, it is also connected with some 

responsibility. 

Ja: What does it mean for you? I mean scarf. 

Ce: For my it is just religion thing, nothing else. Some people see something more behind it like political things 

or something like that. And for me my religion is imperative, I am Sunnite. 

Ja: But before some years it was forbidden to wear a scarf to some places… 

Ce: Yes you are right, it was forbidden and it was quite big problem in Turkey. Can you imagine it? You are 

Muslim, here in Turkey where almost everyone is Muslim and you can´t follow your religion. It was wrong. But 

luckily, this time is over and now it's okay. 

Ja: I think it was five years ago. 

Ce: It was five years ago. 



 

 

Ja: And after the law was changed… 

Ce: It is good that they changed it, now I can study at the university. Before five years I couldn´t go to the 

university with scarf. Before if you wear a scarf you had to take off your scarf, you had to open your hair and 

after you could go. But nowadays it is free.  

Ja: And just imagine, you have to choose between education and wearing a scarf. What would you choose? 

Ce: I directly didn´t face to this problem, but it probably would not be easy decision. I probably would choose 

education. Just then again it was a problem, then you have education but with headscarf you can not work 

everywhere. It was connected, I mean work and school. Today it also can happen, but it is more freedom in this. 

here is not any law. But education is important for me and I like it. I am really happy that I didn´t have to choose.  

Ja: And what do you think about Ataturk and his reforms, secularism and so on.  

Ce: I like him, thanks Ataturk people are free. Ataturk gave to Turkish people freedom, if you don´t want to wear 

a scarf, you can´t. I want wear so I wear. I feel that people today use his person and there are many 

reinterpretations and misunderstandings about him. I like Ataturk, he freed us from the Ottoman Empire, thanks 

him Turkey is what it is, really.  

Ja: And do care about policy? 

Ce: And in which period? Now or before? 

Ja: I mean know, sorry. 

Ce: I don´t care about it so much, it is boring for me, but I support president and prime minister.  

Ja: Is it also because AKP lifted the law about head-scarf?  

Ce: I don´t know, maybe, it was good that they did, you know. I like their ideas but of course not all of them are 

good.  

Ja: Ok…and do you have sister? 

Ce: Yes, I have. 

Ja: Just one sister? 

Ce: Yes one sister. 

Ja: Does she wear a scarf? 

Ce: Yes she wears it and also my mum. 

Ja: And do talk about it with them? 

Ce: Yes, not so much but yes. But they have the same opinion on it like me. There is not problem.  

Ja: And what about your friends? 

Ce: There is also no problem. For example I have the best friend, I really like her, she is good girl and she 

doesn't wear a headscarf. It is not problem at all, we don´t have any prejudice or something like that. 

Ja: Do you talk about this issue with her? 

Ce: No I have never talked about it with my friends, it is not so important.  

Ja: Do you think that people look at girls with scarf different? 

Ce: Some people are very religious, they don´t like girls without scarf. But I don't care and I am not like that. 

Everyone should decide by herself. 



 

 

Ja: Ok and I would like to ask you again about your motivations to wear a scarf…you told me that you started to 

wear it just two years ago, why so late? 

Ce: Ok because before 18 I felt so young. I didn´t want this. But when I was 18 I started to feel more adult, I also 

started go to the university. I wanted to wear it. I was very thinking about it. Before 19 I felt so young. I wanted 

to wear it. 

Ja: And what about your parents… 

Ce: My parents nothing, it was my decision. My parents didn´t say me wear a scarf because I am free, it is my 

opinion, my life. 

Ja: Ok that is all or is it something what you would like to tell me more about it? 

Ce: No, I don´t think so. 

Ja: Ok so thank you very much for your time. 

 

Ozge 

Ja: My name is Barbora and I study sociology at Charles University in Prague, in the Czech Republic. I am 

writing my diploma thesis about Turkey. My topic is head covering issue in Turkey. And I am doing qualitative 

interview about it. I would like to ask if you can be my respondent. And can I also record it? Can I use our 

interview for my diploma thesis? It will be published in the Czech Republic in Czech language. 

Re: Yes I agree. 

Ja: Good so at the beginning can you introduce me yourself? Can you tell me something about you? 

Re: I study psychology at Sabanci. I am 22 years old.  

Ja: Where are you from? 

Re: I am from Izmir. 

Ja. Did you grow up there in Izmir?  

Re: No 

Ja: And where? 

Re: In East part of Turkey and after I lived in Ankara. 

Ja: So do you study here bachelor degree? 

Re: Yes. 

Ja: Which class? 

Re: Three. 

Ja: So you will graduate this year, yes? 

Re: No this year but next year. 

Ja: I see. And do you stay here in campus? 

Re: No I live close to campus but not in campus, near to airport. 

Ja: And what do you want to do after school? 

Re: I want to go to Master degree, I study Clinic Psychology and I want to continue in the area.  



 

 

Ja. Do you have some brothers or sisters?  

Re: I have three sisters and two brothers. 

Ja: So are from big family. Ok and now I would like to ask you about head covering issue. When did you start 

cover you head? 

Re: I was 15 years old. 

Ja: And why did you start? 

Re: Because the time when women…because of women issue and I had to cover my hair and some part of body.  

Ja. So I guess religion is important in your life, yes? 

Re:  Yes it is. 

Ja: And I am quite interest in something…there are many ways how you can cover your body. In Turkey it is 

different than in Iran for example. Why is it like that? 

Re: According to Quran you should cover you head, neck so there are many ways how to cover yourself. But it is 

more suitable for me in this part. In Iran it is too difficult.  

Ja: Ok…so you cover yourself from when you were 15 years, yes? 

Re: Hmm. 

Ja: So from that time do you cover your hair all the time? 

Re:  Yes. 

Ja: When you started to do this, do you think that something changed in your life, in your daily life? 

Re:  It didn't change my life. Because religion was always important for me, I was careful about other things, for 

example I never drink alcohol or smoke, I was careful about what I did and I also wanted to cover my head. 

Ja: Do you think that wearing a scarf has some symbolism? 

Re: Yes I think. It symbolizes something. 

Ja: What does it symbolize for you? 

Re: I am Muslim girl and I have some believe and I think that it can protect me. I have some rules about 

something. 

Ja: What is a “function” of covering? 

Re: Protection… 

Ja: Protection from what? 

Re: From men, you know it is not so safe here and I feel better in scarf. 

Ja: Ok and some other symbols? 

Re: Probably not… 

Ja: Do you think that people in Turkey look at you differently because of headscarf? If you compare with girls 

which don´t wear it.  

Re: Here in Turkey it is like in the middle, medium. Most of the people are medium but of course sometimes you 

can have some problems because of scarf. For example five years ago it wasn't allowed to enter to universities 

just because of our believe. But it finished, we are middle country, it is mix. Some girls don’t wear hijab. Here 

are also group of people and they don´t want to see girls with hijab. It is mix. 



 

 

Ja: Do you think that wear a scarf has some limitation? 

Re: I think it is your choice and there is … and for example you cover your head and chest, your body should not 

be open. And you can cover …you should do this or you can wear full hijab or you can do this. It is your choice.  

Ja: So it was your choice to do it… 

Re: Yes. 

Ja: Do you think that wear it has some benefits? 

Re: Of course. It is about my belief.  

Ja: You told me it was banned to wear it, in the past you couldn’t go to university. Right now if here would be 

the same rule, would you go to the university or not? 

Re: Yes, I would take it away. Education is important for me. I would take education and I would go to the 

university without scarf maybe. But I would think how I could this system change. How to say it… I would take 

education.  

Ja: So education is important for you… 

Re: Yes… 

Ja: Ok and why did you choose the psychology? I think that your department is really really interesting… 

Re: I was at engineering faculty… 

Ja: It is completely different. 

Re: But I was also interested in psychology and I didn’t like to study engineering and it was too difficult for me 

but psychology? It was better; it is more connected with everyday life and so on. And I wanted understand 

people and things.  

Ja: Ok and you said me that religion is important in your life. And what about your family? Are you from 

religious family? 

Re: Yes. 

Ja: And what about your mother, does she also wear a scarf? 

Re: Yes. 

Ja: And your sister? 

Re: Yes. 

Ja: Ok and for example if you would wear it could be a problem for your family?  

Re: If I decided no, no problem.  

Ja: No problem. 

Re: Because of my environment. We are the same. But at the university, here is a different life. But I also didn’t 

have any problems here because Sabanci is very good university, it is perfect. With professors I never had 

problem or with my friends here.  

Ja: Do you think that Turkish women in general should wear a headscarf? 

Re: I think it is their choice. I don’t think that they must use it or they should use it, it is their life, their choice.  

Ja: Do your friends wear a scarf? 

Re: Yes, some of them.  



 

 

Ja. Do you have also friends without scarf? 

Re: Yes of course.  

Ja: And have you ever talked about it with your friends? 

Re:   Like it is difficult to do this because I can´t say to my friends you should do this or you should do this. 

Because if you are not prepared to life like that you can´t do it. You should prepare yourself for this. 

Ja: What do you mean prepared? Like in your mind? 

Re: You should be prepared, be OK with this because if you are not you can´t do it I think. Because if you wear 

it, always it symbolizes something, you have to be careful.  

Ja: Like your behavior? 

Re: Ya… 

Ja. Do you think that people more observe you? Like what do you do? 

Re: Yes I think.  

Ja: Can you fell it? 

Re: Yes (smích).  

Ja: OK and were you prepare for it when you started? Did you fell be so adult? 

Re: I think it was early for me because I was child. Maybe I was not able, but I was religious I was OK. I think I 

was not so prepare.  

Ja: And now are you more OK with it? 

Re: Yes, I am OK but it was early.  

Ja:  Do you think that it just symbolize that you are religious? Because I think that here in Turkey the scarf issue 

was involved to politics debate.  

Re: Ya it also symbolize politic for example it symbolize actual government. But I am not fan of this 

government.  

Ja: Do you know when it was banned? 

Re: I don’t know but I think it was 15 years ago.  

Ja: And let´s talk about Ataturk and his reform. What is your opinion about him? 

Re: He was important in Turkish history. I think he was successful but here is not mean to see him like Got. He 

was successful but not just Ataturk did this. But people take Ataturk like Got.  

Ja. And what do think about fashion way of wearing hijab? Now it is quite popular here in Turkey like young 

women follow the fashion. What do you think about it? 

Re: Actually I never thought about this because I think…I don´t like it because it is too much. Some girls do this 

for fashion not for religion. We should be careful about our behavior and way of life. It is not just about covering 

your head and after do whatever you want. It is not like this so I don’t like this fashion hijab.  Of course you can 

wear something nice but not so much like put it on Instagram. I don’t want to do this. 

Ja: You don´t have a Facebook, yes? 

Re: No. I have twitter account, not Facebook but I had Instagram account. I don´t like these girls but now I don’t 

have it.  

Ja: I saw also in Turkey magazine Ala. 



 

 

Re: I don’t like it.  

Ja: I bought this magazine just for myself, you know, because I was curious about it and it is just like normal 

women´s magazine just some girls have a scarf.  

Re: Yes…you know if we do this it loses some purpose.  

Ja: Ok I think that it is all. If I will have another question in the future, can I contact you?  

Re: Ya 

Ja: Thank you very much for you time, opinions and everything. And is here something more what you what like 

to tell me about this topic? 

(Respondentka se mne zeptala na pár otázek ohledně mého pobytu v Turecku a tyto otázky už neměly co 

dočinění s probíraným tématem.)  

Nur, Sureyaya 

Ja: At the beginning I would like to tell something about what I am doing. I study sociology at Charles 

University in Prague, in the Czech Republic. Next year I am going to finish my school so I am writing diploma 

thesis about Turkey and exactly it will be about issue of head-covering. This interview I will use for my diploma 

thesis, it will be published in the Czech Republic, in Czech language. Do you agree with it? Can I use it for it? 

O: Yes. 

Ja: And I will also recorded it, is it yes? 

O: Yes.  

Ja: Can you please tell me something about yourself? Can you introduce me yourself? 

N: My name is Nur. I study at Bogazici University in Istanbul. Actually my hometown is in the Black sea area. 

And I study English language teaching. I am senior student so this is my last year and in the end of the term I 

will graduate. 

Ja: At Bachelor degree, yes? 

N: Yes and that is all I think. 

Ja: And from which city are you? 

N: I am from Kastamonu. 

Ja: Ok and you? 

S: I am Sureyya. I also study at Bogazici University. I am studying foreign langue education. I am also from 

Black sea region, from Trabzon.  

Ja: Nice I was there two weeks ago. So are you classmates? 

O: Yes.  

Ja: And what are you planning to do after you will finish your studies? 

N: After graduation I definitely planning to be a teacher but I still didn´t decide if I want to be teacher at primary 

school or secondary/ high school or university. I am still trying to plan it but I haven´t decided yet.  

Ja: Are you planning to continue in studying, in your Master? 

N: Yes I will go. Actually I planned go to my home university and I am not sure if I will go there this year or 

next year. Maybe I will take a small break. 



 

 

S: I am planning go to China for study Chinese and I also want see education system in China and I will decide if 

I will study there Master degree or come back here. Maybe study my Master in some European country, it could 

be also interesting. 

Ja: Have you ever study abroad?  

S: I went for two summer schools to Shanghai but I didn´t study abroad.  

Ja: Ok, so let´s start with questions so do you wear a headscarf, yes? 

N: Yes.  

Ja: I can ask you when did you start to wear it? 

N: I started to wear my scarf before I started high school.  

Ja: Ok before and I can ask you why did you started? What was the main reason? 

N: Yes. Actually a lot of people ask me about it, especially the foreignness. At those time, I don´t know in which 

ages I was. It was last class of my secondary school and I was maybe 14 or 15 I am not sure. I was reading 

Koran a lot all the time, I was praying. It was so intensive and I find it very meaningful and I decided to go for it. 

And I started to wear it.  

Ja: So the main reason was that it is written in Koran. 

N: Yes definitely. For my own case, there was no another reason. Actually even my mother try to, I mean 

objected my own idea. She said: it is too early; maybe on high school you can change your decision, it is better 

for you to wear a headscarf later like after high school. But now it is too early you are like child. But I said I 

want to do it. And she said ok that.  

Ja: Does she wear headscarves? 

N: Yes she also wears it.  

Ja: Yes it is like that, when I ask: why do you wear a headscarves, girls usually answer me: it is written in the 

Koran. And I am just curious because there exist many interpretation of Koran, why the women in Turkey 

usually wear just scarves you know and why some another wear chador, burqa… 

S: Turkey is not that kind of country I guess, it is not like Arabic country, the religion is not so dominant I guess 

but also it depends on politics, who rules Turkey. It is hard to say now, the government maybe change to little 

more modern religious people or how to say it. Kind of more modern, maybe the another Arabic country, where 

the government system is different from us. There are more kind of...it is also written in laws, that they have to 

cover their hair and so on. In Turkey it is like more free, we don´t have to. But maybe some social pressure on 

the people. For example maybe some people think that if you don´t wear a scarf, ok it is written in Koran, but it 

is not definitely written in law that you have to. People generally react negatively, protested, they can´t 

definitely, people would react negatively. Definitely it is not retaliated with government, maybe that is why kind 

of different, there is place for more interpretation maybe that is why. 

N: I think actually it is because of modernization process in Turkey and historical development. We had a 
modernization process, I mean we had been influenced by France a lot. And after modernization religion was not 

that much important like it was in the old. Like ok now we know that Turkey let´s say 95 % of Turkish 

population are Muslim but it doesn´t mean that everybody has to be like… I mean that country is rule by sharia 

not like in Iran so people can do whatever they like. They are free as my friend said.  

S: Maybe social pressure coming from the people but not from government.  

Ja: And you Sureyya, have you ever wore a headscarf? 

S: No, never. 

Ja: And have you ever think about it?  



 

 

 S: Actually I never think about it. I never imagine me and cover my head but I am ok with those who wear 

because I think it is more about freedom. If I can walk outside like this, others people also can walks like that. So 

it is ok for me but I never thought about this.  

Ja: Do you think that wearing a scarf has some benefits to you? 

N: I think sometimes yes. Actually it is also written in Koran, it protect you. Wearing a headscarf or kind of 

covering, it protects you from bad effect. And now I think like that.  

Ja: So it protect you from something… 

N: Yes 

Ja: And please can you give me example? 

N: It is written in Koran like for example if you are kind of very open it can effect men, kind you sexual you 

know, intensive side. It is written like that. 

Ja: And on the another hand does wearing a headscarves have some limitations? 

N: Of course. Sometimes you can feel it. For example while let´s say you go to swimming pool to mix one. Of 

course you have to be careful; you can ´t swim as you prefer but here are also different places only for women or 

girls. I mean it can you stop from something like you can maybe while you are doing your sport it can´t be so 

comfortable.  

Ja: And have you feel any limitation that you don´t wear it? Or some pressure that you don´t wear it? 

S: No I never felt some kind of pressure that I don´t wear a headscarves. Those people are not like that I guess, at 

least in Turkey. Also I don´t now maybe I just didn´t meet someone who would force me. I never meet someone 

like that.  

Ja: And do you think that society look at you different because you are cover and you are uncover? Like if 

people look at girls which cover or don´t cover hair differently? 

S: I don´t think so. Almost all Turkish people are ok with it. Because we get used to this. We are used to see that 

so it is ok. 

N: For me let´s say 10, 15 years ago wearing a scarf was a big problem in Turkey. Maybe you know, you 

couldn’t go to university, some people had to drop universities because they couldn´t wear a headscarf. But now 

it is quite normal as my friend said. People really get used to it. There is nothing wrong with that. But ones I 

faced such a problem. I was in Besiktas and I was in hypermarket and I was trying to choose something to drink 

and I was just wondering. One old woman came and how to say and she kind of hit me and started to shouted at 

me like. I was in shock, really shocked because I didn´t do anything.  

Ja: And why she did this? 

S: I thought like that the place where I lived in Besiktas were full of people with different political opinions. For 

example in Besiktas, in Bebek and the place where rich people live, there they have kind of determent, very 

static kind of political. They are left side and they can sometimes have bijes to vote kind people like me with 

scarf.  

Ja: Do you think that also headscarf is connected with politics? 

S: Of course, in Turkey yes unfortunately. 

Ja: I know that it was banned to wear a scarf and they lifted a few years ago… 

S: Yes this government did it. 

Ja: And what do you think about it? I mean about that this government cancel this law and the women now can 

wear it. 



 

 

S: I think it should be like this because as I said before it is a freedom. They should include more laws about 

clients. It is not crime, it is not bad to wear a headscarf as I said. For example I don´t wear a headscarf but for me 

wearing a headscarf it doesn´t have to do some with law I think. It is something about religion and religion and 

law are different, they are separated, they should be separate. I think it is ok to wear a headscarf if I can wear a 

miniskirt it is ok for them to wear a scarf. For me it is ok. 

N: I think that secularism issue is very important in religion. In constitution is written that Turkey is secular 

country. Ok let´s say Turkey is a secular country so why this kind of scarf issue is not everywhere like for 

example it is ok. It would be able to wear it everywhere, in any kind of governmental places. But Let´s say it is 

not ok I mean Turkey is not secular. It is different issue it has to be separate I think as my friend said because 

when you said secular it should be separate. Ok secular but in each governmental session you see the people who 

wear a scarf, it is complicated so I think that government has to do something for it. It is really confusing.  

S: There are different issues. There are maybe some problems with government, the system in that way maybe. 

In Turkey here is like left and right side. And right people are more religious and left side is more again religion. 

So if right side comes to government´s system, they get a people … and if there is a left side in government 

system, they will get more people which they call more modern people than others. They don´t say it, don´t take 

it. This kind of issue is so complicated because there is not clear definition. There are many different levels of 

religious. For example you can find someone who doesn´t wear a headscarf but she will have a lot of 

conservative idea. This has nothing to do how religious you are.     

N: Exactly.  

S: It is not a symbol how religious you are. It is so various.  

N: Exactly. There was some research in Turkey and they looked at those people how much percent people who 

wear a scarf pray five times a day. They did this research and 68 % they don´t. Like OK you wear a scarf but 

don´t pray. I can give you example from myself. I wear a scarf but I don’t pray five times a day. It is not that 

much about religion.  You can have conservative idea and you maybe don´t do necessity of region but it doesn´t 

mean that you are not religion anyway.  

S: There are degrees of religionist.  

N: And there are people who don´t wear a scarf, but they pray five times a day, even they kind of  daily pray. 

They do kind of glitters (myšleno lakování nehtů) every day but before they pray they just try to erased it. It is 

hard but they do it.  

Ja: So you shouldn´t have it? 

S: Because we call it...we do kind of rechill before pray and if you have that the water will not touch your fingers 

so you have to take it off.  

Ja: It is interesting I never heard about it.  

S: You can´t even have a tattoo, it is also how to say it… like the same problem. 

(pauza na jídlo)  

Ja: Are you religion person? Are you Muslim? 

S: I am Muslim but not so religious.  

Ja: Do you go to the mosque and pray sometimes or not? 

S: If I do it I do it just for my family, I don´t know… 

Ja: And what about your family? Are they religious or not so much? 

S: They are not so religious I guess. Maybe I am less than they are maybe. They are Muslims but they are not so 

religious.  

Ja: And your mother does she wear a scarf? 



 

 

S: No.  

Ja: And grandma? 

S: Grandma yes, she did.  

Ja: And do you have some brothers or sisters? 

S: I have a sister. 

Ja: Does she wear it? 

S: No she doesn´t.   

Ja: And Nur what about your family? Do you think that you are from more religious family or not? 

N: I think my mum and my father they are more religious than me.  

Ja: Are they more religious? 

N: Yes for example for them is very important confession, much more than for me. As I said I don´t pray a lot, 

as much as they do. My mum wears a scarf. From mum side almost everyone wear a scarf. From dad´s side there 

are some people who wear the scarf and some of them don´t.  

Ja: And for example if you don´t wear a scarf, do you think that it would be a problem? 

N: No, it is not problem. It is never problem. Even most of my friends don´t wear a scarf for example.  

Ja: And do you think in general that Turkish girls should wear a scarf or not? 

S: Like most of them? 

Ja: Yes… 

S: For me whatever they wished. If they want, they can if they don´t want, they don´t have to. The most 

important thing is that nobody shouldn´t force them. If they want to do it they should to do it but no pressure.  

N: I agree.  

Ja: I am just wondering as I said there is one idea that not just Turkish women but generally Muslim women they 

wear a scarf because they don´t want just look as “sex symbol” or something like that and they are more shy or 

something like that.. 

S: It is kind of offensive. Let me, how to said... I understand what you mean but… the girls with the headscarf, 

non of them you should not say something like. Just because I wear a short, they can´t see me as sexual symbol. 

This can be a little bit offensive for those who don´t cover their hair.   

Ja: I am sorry, I didn´t want to be rude or something like this.  

S: No it is ok, I support your idea.  

Ja: And what about fashion way of headscarves? What do you think about it? For example magazine Ala… 

N: Actually I don´t follow Ala because I think it is for people who are rich. If you are talking about for example 

wearing some fashion when I go to shop I can´t find something quite easily. Sometimes let´s say it is kind of 

sweater but it is with out arms and I have to wear jacket or something. Follow fashion is hard I can say that but 

there are recently, there are people who designed clothes for these people who wear a scarf.  

Ja: Because for many people it is not going together to wear a scarf, be Muslim and fashion, like you know they 

say these girls want to be fashionable or cover their hair... 

S: Wearing the headscarves doesn´t matter that you should be kind of …fancy. You can wear headscarves and be 

very fashionable, it is ok. But maybe not the way for those people who wear headscarves. Maybe they don´t 

wear to tiny things but some kind of more good looking. It is Ok because there is always kind of perception that 



 

 

wearing headscarves, I even descried to my Chinese friend. He saw this girl probably from… and he said look at 

her she is so ugly. It is so offensive. It doesn´t matter, if you wear a headscarves it doesn´t mean that you are 

ugly, you can be very fashionable and also cover your head, it is ok. So I think they can also be fashionable. It is 

not something disturbing. It is even something good looking you know for everybody it is ok. They should be 

fashionable I think and Ala I think is the best. (smích) Best choose for that girl.  

Ja: Because it is quite interesting for me because people usually imagine these girls wear something and it 

doesn´t fit together… 

S: Ya and instead of these things...I think it is more modernist, more beautiful. 

N: For me too. People wear black and white things, not to attractive guys let´s say but there is also some you 

shouldn´t exaggerate…you must not be attractive for the man. Actually covering your body and covering your 

head is for that. You will not be attract them. If it is not so much attractive it is ok. How to say more 

sophisticated…  

S: In Turkey almost everybody will think something like this. If you see someone who covers her hair and she 

will wear kind of tiny thing everybody will think like wow. It is controversial because what you support in 

religion it is very different from your believe. It is totally different. I am not sure but maybe it is also specific by 

Muslims country. 

N: Yes. It is say that you shouldn´t show off your body too much like tiny thing.  

Ja: Like it is written in Koran… 

N: Yes. 

Ja: And maybe last question, are you interested in policy in Turkey? 

S: I am not interested in policy in Turkey so much. And honestly I hate policy and AKP also. 

N: I am also not very interested in policy. 

Ja: Ok. Maybe that it is all and in the end do you have some questions or something more to tell me about this 

topic.  

(Dostala jsem otázku ohledně mého názoru na tuto věc, jakožto vnější pozorovatel a poté jsme se dostaly k 

historii země) 

S: You know after Mustafa Ataturk Turkey is more modern, more European thoughts. As she said Ataturk 

studied in France and probably a lot of ideas came from France to Turkey. And you know Ottoman Empire was 

abolished and came the New Republic and people were kind of between, everything was changing. That is why a 

lots of dualistic are right now in Turkey. You know it wasn´t revolution for sure and if you revoluited for 

something it is like you need time to people just adopted. That is why are a lot of controversy in Turkey. And 

Ottoman Empire was here for a long time, it is culture so sociology you definitely know better than me (smích). 

If something was here for long time it is very difficult to change it.  

Ja: Do you think that it was good for Turkey, I mean modernization? Like that Turkey was going more to 

European side? I mean westernalization… 

S: I think it is good, definitely. 

N: Yes. Actually there is why Ottoman Empire kept up the changes. I mean at those times West people were 

researching, there were good in science, studying and why we are so behind of the West. Now in this world 

everything was globalization and we have to keep up with this. I mean we have to definitely go to West side but 

it doesn´t mean that we will give up all our traditions which we have.  People can combinative it I think. 

Modernization is good but Easter is also good so we can combination it.  

Ja: Ok I think it is all. Thank you very much. 

 

Gulşan 



 

 

Ja: At the beginning I would like to tell that I study sociology at Charles University in Prague. I am going to 

write my diploma thesis about Turkey, my topic is head-covering issue here in Turkey. And I will use this 

interview for it. I would like to ask you if you agree with using this interview for my diploma thesis and do you 

agree with recording this interview?  

Re: Yes, ok.  

Ja. So can you introduce me yourself? 

Re: I am Gulsan, I study political science in Istanbul. It is my last year in bachelor.  

Ja. And where are you from? 

Re: I am from Izmir. 

Ja. Did you grow up there? 

Re: I was born in Izmir, but two years after we moved to another city in Anatolia, to Nevsehir. 

Ja: I know this place, it is close to Cappadocia… 

Re: Yes. I grew up there like 13 years. After we moved to Izmir where I went to high school. And after I come to 

Istanbul because of my university.  

Ja: Do you have some plans for future?   

Re: Actually I am planning to be academic. But at the same time I have more activities, I also work for Amnesty 

International, I am interested in humans rights issue. 

Ja: Hm interesting. Do you want to continue in you field in political science? 

Re:  Maybe I would like to do my master on human rights issue but maybe in political science, I don’t know yet.  

Ja: And do you want to continue at the same university? 

Re: No I want to go to European’s University for my master. 

Ja: Have you ever been abroad for longer time? 

Re: Yes two years ago I was in Germany for Erasmus for two semesters.  

Ja: It was a big city? 

Re: No it was quite small city. Not like Istanbul. I was also in Bulgaria for culture exchange program. I was there 

for two months. That is all my abroad experience. 

Ja: And do you have some brothers or sisters? 

Re: Yes I have one sister. She is 16 years old.  

Ja: I would like to ask you, you don’t wear a scarf…do you? 

Re: Yes I don’t use it right now. 

Ja: And have you ever worn a scarf? 

Re: Yes and I can tell you my story from beginning… 

Ja: It would be wonderful.   

Re: When I and my family were living in Nevsehir, it is different place than here. Most of the people there are 

conservative. And very religious, it is quite normal for women to wear a scarf there. And when I was at 

elementary school for several years, there were girls which were religious but they were not oppress, they just 

teach how to live with Islam, read the book and how to interpret it. And I was waiting when I will be responsible 

for it according to Islam if you have your menstruation after it you are responsible to do your daily prier, wear 



 

 

your scarf. After that you are responsible to do all this staff. But before you are child, you are not responsible, 

you can´t do anything about religious. And I was planning to wear a scarf after my menstruation and I call my 

family and I told my family, when it will come I will do it. And my mother also wears a headscarf.  And I asked 

her if I should to do it… And she told me: you are too small maybe you should to do it when you will finish you 

university, maybe your friends or teachers they will have prejudices against you. But I said OK and then I had 

first menstruation. I was 14 years old I think. Then I told to my mother: ok, time is over I will wear a headscarf 

from now. My mother told me that it is too early because she was studding at the religious high school and it was 

obligatory to cover. No one in our big family no one wears a headscarf. Some of them are traditional; they lived 

in village, but just my mother wears a headscarf. In my family just my mother wears a headscarf that is why I 

and my family, uncle and every one they are not so religious like my family. And all of them have some 

prejudices against my mother. And when I said my mother I will wear a headscarf she was afraid because of 

family also. She told me you are really not need to do in right now, maybe latter, maybe you need to wait couple 

of years. And my father said: It is ok, you can do whatever you want and I did it – I started to wear it. And in that 

time we were still in Nevsehir. In Nevsehir everyone was, I mean my friends, teachers, everyone said my 

congratulation. It is nice to see you bla bla bla…because all of them were religious. I was happy because I was 

accepted by society. But one year latter we moved back to Izmir and challenge started. All our family members 

they were asking my mom: Did you force her to wear a headscarf? They thought that my mom forced me into 

wearing because she is religious. Actually I was trying to explain them but I was very young. 

Ja: You were maybe 15 or 16… 

Re: Yes and I told against my uncle. It was my decision, my mother didn´t want it but he didn´t understand. 

They didn´t respect my decision at all. Every time when we met, they were looking at me like you are so small to 

do it, you are very young, you do it because of family pressure that is why and bla bla bla. And I didn´t care 

about them, I continued to wear it. The main problem for me was high school. It was one of the most famous 

high schools in Izmir and most of the people were not religious at all. And I didn´t care about their religious but 

they didn´t have tolerance against others. For me when I started to go to high school it was…everything was new 

for me, new city, new people, new friends. Bus driver which took me every day to school, he saw me wear a 

scarf the first day. Because it was forbidden to wear a scarf to school, go in scarf to the school and open it before 

going inside. And in Izmir when he saw me with scarf he told me you are a little girl and if you don´t want to 

friends treat you back and your teachers, don´t wear this scarf when you are coming to the school, even in the 

bus. I was like what the hell, why? I don´t care about anyone. But I said I don´t want to have any problems with 

people, I am quite new and I started to go to school without headscarf. During the week I didn´t wear but during 

the weekend I wear it, when I was going outside I worn a headscarf. But it makes you like…it is kind of 

hypocrisy, you are like a two different person at the same time. When I was going to the school you could see 

my hair, but when I was at school I worn a headscarf. Really it makes you someone else.  

Ja: Really? 

Re: Because when you wear it, all the people look at you like this girls is religious, like for example she doesn´t 

kill anyone, she doesn´t feel anything. I mean they have some, it is kind of…how to say, I don´t know…you 

have some identity. 

Ja: Did you feel that you had like two identities? Like one with scarf and second one without?  

Re. Ya, in high school my friends, my classmates they didn´t know that I wear a headscarf outside. But after few 

months in the city centre some of them saw me with headscarf and some teachers saw me with headscarf outside 

of the school. They started to ask me: do you wear a scarf outside of school? I was like yes. They: wow really? 

And they started to behavior different.  

Ja: Because you were more religious? 

Re: Ya religious. They started to behavior different.  

Ja: Like how? They didn´t want to talk with you or pushed you from them? 

Re: Yes, exactly. I didn´t have too much friends at high school. 

Ja: Do you think that it was also connected with Izmir because this city has different atmosphere? 



 

 

Re: Yes, most people in my class for example, they were like…they didn´t try to get to know you according to 

your characteristic, not like a person but they know to like your identity like if you are religious or not, which 

politics ideology you have, bla bla bla. During the high school it was problematic for me. 

Ja: And what about teachers? Did you feel something different from them? 

Re: Most of them they didn´t know that I wear a headscarf actually. One of them, ones we were out of school, it 

was after school. We were walking to the metro station and he said me: I saw you at the weekend in the 

headscarf. Do you wear it outside of school? She asked me. And I was in fourth grade I think. And I was like 

yes, I wear it, normally I wear it. And she asked me why? Why do you do it? Because of your family or do you 

really believe that you have to do it because of Islam? And I said her: Yes my family didn´t pushed me to do it, it 

is my decision. She said: You are so little, she said me something like that, she convent me. You are too young 

to do this kind of think, bla bla bla…But she didn´t behavior in different way after it…not like my friends. 

Ja: Do you think that they were trying to protect you or something like that? I mean for example this teacher. 

Re: This kind of people learned that you wear a headscarf with your own consciousness. They tried to take it off. 

They think that you are so little and you are not able to think what to wear or think.  

Ja: Do you think that you were… (skočí mi do řeči) 

Re: Ya I was actually able to decide. I mean I am not like oh yaa I was really small and it was wrong to wear a 

headscarf. No, I was really believing and it was my decision to wear it. I still support my younger (smích). 

Because I want do what I want. My family always….they didn´t force me to do. 

Ja: And after high school? 

Re: After high school I started to….and somehow related with some religious group in Turkey. Maybe you 

know…Gulen mumu.  

Ja: No 

Re: You don´t know? The government doesn´t like them today.  They are religious group. And they are even 

worse, they are belong them. I mean not officially but people who attend university. There are many 

conservative, religious people. Ha I came again to the opposite side, from where were not religious to very 

religious people. I had scholarship I didn´t choose that because it, they gave scholarship to me. And after I 

started to study politics. 

Ja: So you didn´t choose this school because it was religious school… 

Re: No no, it was because they gave me a scholarship and education there was in English. That is why I choose 

that in other wise I would prefer different university in Turkish, but I wanted t study in English. And people 

around me again came; now I started to feel like more with people with like me. More like me, more religious… 

I am not conservative actually, from the beginning I was not conservative any time but I was religious, quite 

religious that time. I was happy with people around me in first year. But after it started to change somehow and 

do you know private university? Most of the people there are very rich, rich and religious at the same time.  

Ja: And what does it mean? 

Re: (smutně se pousměje, spíše ji pobaví můj dotaz) Rich and religious? The girls for example some of them 

they wear a headscarf because of their father. It was quite obligation for them. They didn´t catch the real 

meaning of headscarf. They don´t know what they are doing actually, they don´t know what is written in the holy 

book, how to practice Islam at all. They just wear the scarf because their family, their families are very 

oppressive, conservative and religious and they are rich. It means for example I was really trying to practice and 

according to Islam even if you have too much money, it is not very suitable to spend too much. For example if 

you have to much money you need to give to poor people I mean if you have to much money and wearing the t-

shirt for one thousand euro it is not suitable with Islam. I mean you can´t do it if you are Muslim.  And if you are 

Muslim according my understanding after life God will ask you why bought it for that much money. You could 

do something else with that money and you could wear something cheaper and it could be enough for you. 

Anyway it is like waste, you know? 

JA: Yes like just wasting the money… (skočí mi do řeči) 



 

 

Re: And wasting the money is harb in Islam. And people around me they were wearing so different for example 

headscarf. How much money would you pay for headscarf? 

Ja: I? I don´t know like… 

Re: Think about your scarf… 

Ja: Maximum 50 lira. 

Re: Maximum 50 but they were buying it for 150, 200 lira. Just for one colorful headscarf. The next example of 

their wasting their life was so oh strange for me. I was looking to that people so if they are religious and I am 

religious, how it could be the same religion. It is so different. 

Ja: And have you ever talked about it with them? 

RE: Ya many times, many times… 

Ja: And? 

Re: They always were like if you earn the money you can spend it in anyways if you want. It is not that way… 

Ja: Like according to Koran… 

Re: Ya according to Islamic, and I don´t care how you spend your money but if you are saying I am religious, 

Muslim and if you are discussing with me about religious it is ya…. You need to except that you are doing 

something wrong anyway and then I went to Germany for my Erasmus in my second, no in my first year, no 

second… 

Ja: And during you university did you wear a scarf? Because I think in that time they changed the law so you 

could to wear it… 

Re: Yes it was free.  

Ja: So in this time did you wear it all the time? 

Re:  Yes and it made me feel different.  

Ja: Ye? 

Re: Because this time I wear it every day not like at high school. Now I started to be more religious, I started to 

practice religious more I think…. During the high school there was no room for daily prier but at the university 

there were a prier rooms. So I started to do my daily prier at university too. When you wear a scarf all the time 

and you do prier all the time it makes you feel more religious in everyday life.  

Ja: Because you do it every day… 

Re: And if you going to the prier room with your friends for example not like at the high school.  

Ja: So the most different was that your surrounding were more religious? 

Re: Yes… 

Ja: And after? 

Re: I went to Germany for Erasmus actually. In Germany there were a lot of Turkish people, religious people 

and I had friends there. And I was continued to do my religious practicing there. In Germany actually there was 

no problem there with headscarf. But the people there were different in Germany. For example I realized that 

people around me, the classmates I mean, they were acting more like Muslim than my Muslims friends in 

Turkey.  

Ja: So when you were there in Germany. Did you spent most of your time with Turkish people?  

Re: Ye both with Turkish and with German.  



 

 

Ja: Did you visit there also the mosque? 

Re: Yes. 

Ja: Did you find there some Muslim´s community or something like that? 

Re: There was a Muslim´s community there. There were Turkish, Arab, German Muslims. It was like Muslim’s 

culture group and I was going there ones or twice times a week or because of some events. … In Germany the 

university students which I met they were quite different than my Turkish friends at the university. Even if you 

are rich or poor, if you are tiny or not, they didn´t care about it. I mean in that year that no one care about what I 

wear in that city Marbo. Anyone I mean I was wearing the headscarf and no one talked to me like: Oh are you 

Muslim or I mean non. It was quite different than at my university with my rich friends. 

Ja: And it was different in a good way or bad way? 

Re: In good way. I felt that you don´t need to be a Muslim to be a good person, to be morally good or ... I mean 

religious is important in people´s life but you can be really good person without religious. I had a close friend for 

example. She was German and I really liked her, she was really really nice, more than my religious Muslims 

friends. Islam is not a source of all good thinks in the world. There are some people who don´t know Islam at all 

but they are good. I mean they tried to be nice person in the life and tried to do nice things for the world. After it 

I started to realize another people, another life not Muslim. If you are religious, Muslim you believe that you are 

in the right way as the Muslim and all another people around the world, non Muslim people they are wrong.  

Ja: And before did you think like that? 

Re: ( úsměv) Somehow yes…they are wrong but it is not their mistake because it is like testing of God and you 

have responsibility to teach them you religious. 

Ja: Like some kind of jihad? 

Re: Ya but 

Ja: I know.. (smějeme se a vyjasňujeme si co myslíme) jihad by world.. 

Re: Yes jihad by world like struggling to make your religious more universal or knowing by everyone. Anyway 

when I came back from Germany I was criticizing my friends because of their lifestyle, because of wasting, I 

saw them totally different after Germany and it really impressed me at all. How to say it Muslim world for 

example we always complain about Western power, how they occupied us, they tried to change our culture, 

religious and bla bla bla… but what the hell? They are working, really they are really working. I mean German 

for example if they are rich they are really hardworking, they are not lazy like most of Turkish people. When I 

saw it like my friends were Muslim and bla bla bla, but you are poor not because are you Muslim because you 

are lazy. (směje se). Because you are really lazy. The last time when I was in Algeria and I could to see another 

Muslim country. And they are worse than Turkish people, believe me. Quite lazy and all the time complaining 

about West. Why? What West can do for your poorness? I mean you have petrol, you have natural recourses, 

everything. They can be better than Germany or another country because they have oil. For example petrol is 

five Turkish lira. 

Ja: Yes I know it… 

Re: But in Algeria it is 0,5 lira. Ten times cheaper than in Turkey and they are still complaining. If you are 

Muslim you have to be hardworking person not lazy. It really makes me crazy so. All these things effected my 

view about Muslims. Last summer before I went to Algeria I started to feel that something is missing, I don´t 

know exactly... 

Ja: Like meaning? 

Re: I don´t know exactly what but I just stopped to do daily prier. 

Ja: Do you think that you were disappointed? 

Re: Kind of, yes… maybe… but really in just one or two days I just stopped to do daily prier. I was like Ok for 

couple of weeks/moths maybe I can stop to do it and after I will start again because then you feel like when you 

don´t do the priers you think like: Ok but I will come to my priers again. And I thought in that way and one or 



 

 

two months latter I started to my priers again. But I couldn´t, I didn´t have motivation to continue, I don´t know 

why. It lost meaning in my heart let´s to say but I was still wearing the headscarf because it was quite difficult to 

decide to take it off. It is part of your identity and how people see you. Then I came back at the beginning of last 

semester in October (10/2014). And after I started o feel that I wear the headscarf by force. But no from anyone 

but my force. And every morning was like why do I wear it right now? I don´t feel it right now, I don´t feel it 

any more. I feel that this things is kind of relation between God and me. Before I was really feeling it, I am doing 

it because for God say not for anything just for God say. But now? I don´t feel it in that way because God said 

me do the best in your life and be someone nice and good and ya that is all. Not this. This is I thought like not 

Koran but some interpretation, some hadith, bla bla bla … There are many books in Islamic literature and most 

of them they don´t have any relation for us, it is just interpretation of like…it is multicultural. For example 

women and men issue I mean in Koran God doesn´t separate men and women, they are both same in thing, in 

good thing, in life. That man is owner of woman, it is also part of interpretation. I still believe in God but I don´t 

want to do people opinion, interpretation only. And I started to think take it off. I started to talk to my friends. 

Ja: Did you also talk with your mom about it? 

Re: First I talked to my friends because my mum lives far away so I talked to my friends. They talked me that it 

is very hard decision and I need to think more about it because people will think different about you, they will 

think she doesn´t believe in God anymore and they will think many different things. And it can be hard for you 

too… 

Ja: That you will have to explain them why did you.. 

Re: Yes, explaining. Actually don´t have to explain anything, it is your personal issue but they are asking. 

Friendly you can ask I want to understand why you are doing this. Friendly you can ask but some people. My 

friends told me just think about it more and do it after you will graduate. They told me. When you finish 

university then do it. And I was like why? I mean I do it for eight years not for people for God. And now I can´t 

continue because what people can think about me or if they will continue to be friends with me or not. Or what 

professors will think about me different I don´t care. I don´t want to be like this anymore. And then after first 

midterm I think I went to home and I told to my mother that I want to take it off. She was so surprise actually 

because she said: eight years you wear it and now so suddenly. Of course she doesn´t know the whole story I 

didn´t tell to her because I can´t tell her the whole story. I was like: Ok I am just bored to wearing it and I don´t 

want to wear it anymore. She said: OK. She was surprised but OK of course you can do whatever you want. My 

father also, he didn´t say anything bad. He was like: Ok as you like, if you don´t want to wear it I don´t force 

you. I didn´t force you before for eight years and now you are 23 and I can´t force you. It is your decision and I 

took it off in Izmir and I came back to Istanbul for university. And first day I was in Izmir I was so scare.  

Ja: And did you have the short hair like now? 

Re: No I had long like this… (ukazuje mi, že měla vlasy dlouhé po pas). But I cut it before I took it off because I 

mean I didn´t want to be so … it was so curly and long and when you open it is so attractive you know and I 

didn´t want to be like she opened and yaa. Then I cut my hair, there is nothing attractive. Anyway the first day 

some of my friends they saw me first time and they didn´t know it before and they were like: Gulsan what the 

hell? Is that you? They were really surprised. Some of them were like “hairly olsun” do you know it? Like it will 

be good for you. But some of them were like: why? Why did you do it? They were like ohhh, they didn´t like my 

decision and my courage to do it. Because they thought like I became atheist or something.  

Ja: But it wasn´t true… 

Re: I am not different than someone who doesn´t wear it for years. I have many friends in class for example they 

don´t wear it anytime. Just because I was wearing it before and now I don´t wear it, they were thinking: oh she 

changed a lot and I didn´t change I just open. It is really personal. Anyway professors were also surprised but 

they said nice things. They said “hairly olsun”, “guzel olmus”. And like this.  

Ja: Very interesting story.  

Re: Do you have any others questions? 

Ja: Yes...How do you feel right now? Do you think that it was good decision to take it off?  

Re: Imagine you wearing like this and one day you cover your hair with headscarf. How would you feel? 



 

 

Ja: Different of course.  

Re: You change totally your approach. 

Ja: The scarf it is part of your identity.  

Re: Yes and I was like maybe I will feel so different but I didn´t. When I walk on streets like that I felt so normal 

because I was ready for it like psychologically, for moths I was thinking about it. And I didn´t use the headscarf 

for religious impact when I took it off I didn´t feel anything. I didn´t feel that anything was missing and normal 

like that. I feel quite normal. I don´t feel that I am doing something bad, I am OK.  

Ja: Do you think that the people, I don´t mean close people like friends but on the street, do they look at you 

different? 

Re: Yes 

Ja: Do you think that the people look different at the girls with and without scarf? 

Re: Yes and when especially I do make-up (smích). For example like that and also in the bus or in metro-bus. 

Before when I used to be wear headscarf I mean if you are with headscarf in Turkey any man don´t have a 

courage to look at you and starring at look like this. I mean he can´t do I easily in the public…she is wearing the 

headscarf, she is kind of religious and she doesn´t want any… 

Ja: attention? 

Re: Ya attention or your looking but if you are open, in Turkish we say open – acik.. 

Ja: Ya I know it  

Re: …she is open than it means like you are ready for everything.  

Ja: Do you think that is it really like that? 

Re: No I am not ready for your stupid looking, starring. I really hate it. But now when I take the bus the guys, 

men, they starring at me so easily. They find the courage, they think that they have right to do it but they don´t 

have. It is so fucking…ye. 

Ja: I also don´t like it.  

Re: When they are starring at me I sit like that and.. (ukazuje, jak na ně kouká a směje se). People behavior at 

you really different especially man.  

Ja: Sometimes I have the same feelings. They think that I am from different country and like this and they think 

that I am open…  

Re: Ya all European.. 

Ja: Europeans girls… and sometimes they think that I am from Russia. But it is not like this and I don´t like it. 

Never mind and what about your sister? Does she wear it or not? 

Re: No, she is open.  

Ja: OK and before did you wear a make-up or not? 

Re: Actually I used to wear a make up for one and half years. I started to do make-up when I was still covered. 

Not that much like red (respondentka měla výrazně namalované oči a i ústa rudou rtěnkou) but I was doing it.  

Ja: Because now is quite popular the fashion way of hijab.  

Re: I hate it, I really hate it.  

Ja: Do you? For me it quite controversial because you know … 



 

 

Re: I think in this way, for example if you are wearing the hijab, of course that the woman with hijab she may 

have right to wear a fashionable thing, they have right to wear what they want I mean, but the thing is when the 

person is claiming that she is quite religious and she also claim that I am not religious at all, atheist or I am 

acting again Islam and bla bla bla…if she is blaming me at the same time then I am ... I can discuss with her 

about her religious otherwise I don´t care. Everyone can wear what they want. For me it is ok but if they are 

claiming that they are real Muslims and if they practice Islam very truly and everyone expect them are not 

religious at all bla bla bla and then I should discuss with them. It comes from person to person I think. How they 

see religion and another people. More questions? 

Ja: Hmm… 

Re: I talked too much.  

Ja: No, no it was very interesting…and do you think that scarf have also another symbolism than religious?  

Re: As I said before in Turkish society it is part of your identity. And it is created by people who force you when 

they meet you first. For example if you are cover and speaking English very well, they think like: oh she is well 

educated but she is cover. They think like cover women can´t be very educated.  

Ja: Do you agree with it? 

Re: No I don´t. They don´t have that much place in society in working place for example. It creates negative 

identity actually and it changes city to city in Turkey, for example if you go to more conservative city it is good 

to be with headscarf. But in western part there is not very good to be cover, it depends actually. 

Ja: And in Istanbul? 

Re:  In Istanbul it depends because all parts of Istanbul are really different. For example in Uskudar is good to be 

with headscarf or hijab but in Kadikoy, Taksim, Beyoglu it is not… 

Ja: And for example what about alcohol. Do you drink it? But I don´t want to be so personal… 

Re: No you can ask me for everything (smích). Actually in first month I didn´t drink it but then I started to drink 

on some celebration. We were at my friend´s house and I was like: Ok I can try it and now I drink sometimes 

with my friends maybe twice a month not too much. I can´t drink too much because I am not used to (smích). 

Ja. You can get drunk easily.  

Re: I started three months ago; it is four months right now.  

Ja: But you still believe in God but in different way, yes? 

Re: Ya I still believe in God but I think but I don´t believe in Islam or any religious actually. I would like to be 

natural, for this moment and then because I want to clear my mind from all prejudice from all religious effect 

and I want to be like a newborn. Like someone who doesn´t know anything about any religious and then I want 

to be like…I want to read about everything again from the beginning and then I will decide if I want to be part of 

some religious or not. But right now I am trying to be natural (smích).  

Ja: And the thing which influence you the most was studying abroad and experience from different country?  

Re: Also it effect I think but it is not only thing which effected me. People around me effected me too much.  

Ja: Like your rich Muslims friends?  

Re: Ya and also university when you started to study different things and I realize that I wasn´t able to separate 

what is culture and what is religious. These two thing are…how to say… it is very collective in society, you can 

not exactly say what is culture what is religion, what is tradition. That is why I want to clean my mind and 

decide what is religion what is tradition because I really hate tradition. I mean why should I do something just 

because people are doing it for hundreds years. I mean wearing something just because of tradition I want to find 

my own. 

Ja: Do you think that wearing the scarf is more religious, cultural or tradition thing? 



 

 

Re: In Islamic believe I can say that it is part of religion but the way how do you do it for example black, 

colorful … it is tradition that is not part of religion, Islam I guess.  

Ja: Ok so I think that is all…thank you very much.  

Re: You are welcome… 

Ja: And if you have some quotation for me you can ask me… 

Re: No I don´t have.  

Ecehan 

Ja: I study sociology at the Charles University in Prague, I am writing my diploma thesis about Turkey and my 

topic is head covering issue. I will use this interview for my diploma thesis. I will do more interviews, not just 

this one. After I will analyze all of interviews. This work will be published in the Czech Republic, just in Czech 

language. Do you agree with interview? 

R: Yes, no problem. 

Ja: First can you introduce me yourself?  

R: I am student, I study engineering. I am 22 years old. I am a girl. And what I can say? I am a good person. 

What do you want to know? 

Ja: Are you from Istanbul? 

R: Yes I was born in Istanbul. 

Ja: Do you have brother or sister? 

R: Yes I have one sister. She is 20 years old. She is also students. 

Ja: Have you ever study abroad? 

R: Yes, I was in Italy. I studied there six months.  

Ja: And what are you planning to do after yours studies? 

R: Actually I want to go to the Master. And after that I don´t really know, probably I will work in some 

engineering company. And go abroad; maybe I would like to work out of Turkey. 

Ja: Do you wear headscarf? 

R: No, no. 

Ja: And have you ever wearer it? 

R: Just in the mosque, if I go to the mosque. But no I don´t care. 

Ja: A lot of Turkish girls wear it. Why don´t you wear it? 

R: Because… actually I never think about it. I don´t know. I think that it is about your choice. It is not just about 

what you wear or what is your cloths. I can´t categorize people according their cloths. Ok I believe in God, but I 

don´t need a wear a scarf. I know it is written in Koran but I don´t want to wear it, I will not feel freedom if I 

wear a scarf. I know that if you really believe in God, your religion, it is not about wearing a scarf and I don´t 

agree with that we wear it for men to don´t look at us. I know men look at us. I know it. But I when I will be on 

retirement, I will be old maybe I will can wear but for now not. 

Ja: Do you think that wearing a scarf has some symbolism? 

R: Like political or religious? 

Ja: Yes like this. 



 

 

R: OK. I don´t know. I know that some of people making that for showing like we are totally Muslim people, we 

don´t do any mistake. But I don´t need it. They want to show it so they wear it.  

Ja: And what about reaction from your family that you don´t wear a scarf? Do they agree that you don´t wear it? 

R: Yes they agree. My mother doesn´t use scarf as well. My grandmother use it but she thinks of course you 

don´t have to wear a scarf. Yes They totally agree with me. But I respect people who wear a scarf of course. 

Ja: Do you think that don´t wearing a scarf has some limitation? Some disadvantage? 

R: Hm maybe yes because my hair is a freedom, it is not good idea because of religion, maybe this can be 

disadvantage. But I don´t know. 

Ja: Do you think that wearing a scarf has some benefits? 

R: No, for me no. 

Ja: Do you think that people look at you differently because you don´t wear a scarf? 

R: Someone yes, someone can say: She doesn´t wear it, but they should respect it. But not a lot of people do it.  

Ja: Do you think is here different in perception cover and uncover women in Turkish society? 

R: Yes someone can, it is actually…I can´t say Turkish people. It depends, one yes someone no. I don´t care if 

girl is cover or uncover.  

Ja: And do you have some friends which cover their hair? 

R: Generally I have just male friends and I know friends of their friends. I don´t know probably I don´t have a 

female friends who is covered. But yes for example my sister has a friends and some of them wear a scarf. 

Sometime they are coming to our home to stay here and one of them she cover her hair. So we are kind of 

friends. 

Ja: So generally yours female friends don´t cover their hair. 

R: Yes don´t cover. 

Ja: Ok and veil is connected with question of religion, is it religion important for you? 

R: Yes it is importance for me. But I don´t like to showing to people I am modern look at me or tell them you 

should be modern. I don´t like it. It is important for me but for my impact. 

Ja: And for your family? 

R: Yes, but for them it is a little bit more important because they are getting older. (smích) They know that they 

will die sooner do you know? 

Ja: Yes I know what you mean. Ok so do you go to the mosque? 

R: Sometimes yes. For example in Friday but I don´t go there every Friday. Do you know seker bayram?  

Ja: Yes it is some festival. 

R: Or Raman is also important, you don´t eat. We eat during the morning and during the day we shouldn´t eat. 

Sometime during this festival after dinner we go to mosque together. But It was long time ago I should to go 

there again.  

Ja: Do you hold fats during Ramadan? 

R: Usually yes but last time I wasn´t in Turkey so I didn´t hold it. But if it is possible I want to do it. 

Ja: Do you think like generally Turkish women should wear a scarf? 

R: No they shouldn´t, but it can be a little ...I don´t know. If they choose, for me they don´t have to.  



 

 

Ja: And what about you partner? Should does he have same religion like you? 

R: It is not important for me what he believes; relationship is about exchange you experience, ideas. I don´t care 

in what he believes. 

Ja: And image, you have a partner and he is very religious person. And he would tell you: cover your hair, will 

you do it? 

R: Not (smích) because I don´t like that disrespecting, I don´t agree with this idea. I want wear what I want.  

Ja: And go back to your family, you have a sister so what about her? Does she wear a headscarf? 

R: No she doesn´t wear, but she has a lot of friends who cover their hears. And as I said my mother also doesn´t 

cover her hair. 

Ja: Do you live together? 

R: Yes we live all together in Istanbul also with my grandma. 

Ja: Is it normal to live all family together in Turkey? 

R: It used to be, but nowadays no. If you go somewhere like to village yes maybe but in Istanbul I don´t think so. 

It is normal to live just with you mother and father. 

Ja: So maybe Istanbul is little bit different than another part of Turkey… 

R: Yes a little bit yes. 

Ja: Maybe people here are more open-mined. 

R: Maybe but I think that it is not about which part of Turkey. I know a lot of people who like in Istanbul, they 

are very close-mined. But for example Bodrum, Izmir, Fethie people there are more open-mined. For me 

freedom is important. 

Ja: Go back to the history… what do you think about Ataturk and his reforms? 

R: It was very good of course. If Ataturk and his solders wouldn´t do what they did, we wouldn´t be here. Maybe 

now we would to live under power of England, Turkey would be under colonial domination. Because Ottoman 

Empire was going down… 

Ja: A Turkey is then more oriented towards the West… 

R: Yes it was good but sometimes people oriented totally wrong. Of course we should inspire about some think, 

their technology was on higher level, et. but here should be balance…Now we shouldn´t just looking to the 

West. 

Ja: And in the history it was banned to wear a scarf to the university.. 

R: Yes it was, I don´t know why and I don´t agree with it. 

Ja: A 5 years ago this law was lifted… 

R: I think it is OK. If people want to wear a scarf they should to study, go to university. I don’t know it was bad 

idea I think to banned wear a scarf. Now it is OK, it is better. 

Ja: And how was generally public opinion about lifting this laws? 

Re: I don´t know exactly, you know some people, but most of them was Ok with it I think. Of course some 

people are scared of close mind people and they don´t agree.  

Ja: In the end do you want to tell me something more about this topic? 

R: No. 



 

 

Ok that is all. Thank you for everything.  

 

Burca 

J: I study sociology at Charles University in Prague. I am going to write my diploma thesis about Turkey, my 

topic is head-covering issue. So I will use this interview for it. After I will analyze this interview, it will be 

puslish in the Czech Republic. It will be anonymous, so I will not use your name. Do you agree with all? 

R: Yes, ok. 

J: At first can you introduce me yourself? Can you tell me where are you from, what do you study… 

R: I am from Turkey; I live in Istanbul since I was born so I grow up in Istanbul.  

J: Do you have brothers or sisters? 

R: Yes I have one brother and one sister. 

J: And how are they? 

R: My brother is 21 years old and my sister is 25 years old. 

J: And what do you study? 

R: I study public relation. 

J: Hmm and have you ever study abroad? 

R: No I didn´t but it is my dream. I hope I will do it soon. 

J: It is nice and what exactly are you planning? 

R: I want study in USA for Mater maybe. I have to go because I study at communication faculty and I have to 

study language.  

J: OK and what is your plan when you will finish your studies? 

R: I am thinking about go to abroad because I want to improve my English or learn another language. I am also 

thinking about PR and export and I would like to improve myself in it. 

J: Do you want work when your study will be done? 

R: Yes I thinking about PR or advocacy.  

J: Ok and I would like to ask you…do you wear a scarf? 

R: No I don´t use scarf but my others she uses it.  

J: And have you ever wore it? 

R: No I have not. 

J: So just when you visit a mosque… 

R: Yes of course. I go there sometimes. 

J: And why you don´t wear a scarf? 

R: I know about my religion, I know about it everything but I feel good like this. But I am but a judging these 

who wear a scarf. My mother is also wearing a scarf but it is my opinion.  

J: Ok and have you ever thought about wearing the scarf? 

R: No I never thought about it.  



 

 

J: And what do you think, why do they wear it? 

R: It is because our religion. It is part of our religion. It is a symbol of our religion. And Islam, you know I am 

Muslim, Islam think wear a scarf but never force. Islam has tolerance for everything…you can wear it or you 

can´t wear it. It is my opinion. Some girls prefer to wear and some girls don´t prefer to wear it.  

J: And if you don´t wear it, do you think that people look at you differently? Like do you think that Turkish 

society look at the girls with and without scarf differently? 

R.: Yes they look different. Some old people yes. There two kind of people, ones are modern people and old 

fashion people think why you are not wearing it. Modern people said it is OK. For example my mother is 

wearing a scarf and I am not, I wear open cloth. My cousins also wear a scarf and my sister doesn´t. In Turkey 

society here are some hard rules but some society is so open. 

J: Have you ever talked about it with your mother? 

R: Yes of course. They never forced me. They are modern thinking people. It is my life, my life. She prefers to 

wear a scarf and I don´t prefer… 

J: Is it problem for her? 

R: No never. 

J: And your sister she also doesn´t wear it, yes? 

R: Yes she doesn´t wear it. My cousins wear it. For example only my cousin last month went to the Mecca. It is 

so normal. 

J: You already talked me that you are a Muslim...is it religion important in your life? 

R: Yes, I can read Koran, do you know Koran? I know Koran what it saying. I know about my religion 

everything but I don´t do everything. But my heard is enough of my religion. I don´t wear a scarf but I know 

everything about it. I know what Islam say about ethics, I know it and I am using in my life but not everything I 

am using.  

J: Do you think that Turkish women should cover their hair? 

R: As I say it before I don´t judge anyone, if she covers it is her opinion. I am so open-mined. 

J: Do you think that they are different than you? 

R: Yes they look different but they are women. Like always I like everyone. 

J: Do you think that they are thinking in different way? 

R: Yes some on these girls think different but some of them don´t and think like everyone. Some cover girls are 

very close-mind. They judge open girls, but it is not right judge people according to wear a scarf or not. I respect 

them and sometimes they don´t respect us.  

J: And do your female friends wear a scarf? 

R: No, but my cousins as I said before. But my cousins are open-mined. 

J: And for example if your future husband will be really religion person, if for him wearing a scarf will be 

important and he will say to you: Like wear a scarf... (smějeme se) 

R: (smích) No never. If he would like to marry me he has to accept that, never one can´t say me do it. No it is 

not. 

J: ok and what about your grandma, does she wear a scarf? 

R: Yes she also wears a scarf. 

J: Does she live in Istanbul? 



 

 

R: Yes… 

J: Do you live together? 

R: No, same building but different flat. 

J: Is she also ok with your open hair? 

R: Yes, look at me, I can wear what I want. They never forced me about scarf. 

J: And after foundation of Turkey, after 1923 there was Ataturk and his reforms, what do you think about it? 

R: I love Ataturk. There are two opinions after Ataturk people who love Ataturk and people who don´t love him. 

I love Ataturk because he came to Turkish Republic. You know in Turkey here is West side and East side. In the 

East side are close-mined people but in West side are more open-mined. East part don´t like Ataturk and West 

side are modern thinking people. I don´t know how can I explain...some people don´t like Ataturk…how can I 

explain it… 

J: But you like him, ye? 

R: Because I think everybody should be modern thinking… 

J: Do you think that women with scarf are modern or not? 

R: Some of them are modern and some of them are not modern.  

J: So wearing a scarf does mean if you are modern or not?  

R: No everything is about you mind, about thinking.  

J: Because you in the past maybe 20 years ago it was forbidden to wear a scarf for example to the school…. 

R: Yes you are right. That is the point. People don´t like Ataturk. But it is normal for me. It will be like that, we 

are living a modern life, we are the Muslim but we don´t have to be so close-mind.  

J: Like you also can be modern… 

R: Yes… 

J: Now these girls can go to the university. Do you think that is good or not? 

R: Like with scarf? Sometimes it is normal, sometime it is not normal. I think everyone can wear what they 

want. I say it always, if I want to be like this I can, if I want to wear a scarf I can.  

J: Ban wear a scarf was lifted…what do you think about it? 

R: Actually I agree with it. I think that everyone should wear what they want.  

J: And what do think about AKP and Erdogan? 

R: Actually I am not supporting any party. They are doing something…I don´t like their opinions sometimes but 

sometimes they do something and it is good. But most time they are not good.  

J: So it was really interesting, thank you very much and in the end do you want to tell me something more about 

this topic? Maybe I didn´t ask you… 

R: It is a good topic because everyone thinks about it, every Turkish girl. Some people don´t understand it. Look 

at me I am modern thinking person and some people don´t like me. There are girls with many opinions and 

people don´t about it. They think that they are so religious; some people think that Turkish girls are puritan but 

not everyone.  

J: Ok thank you very much once again.  

 



 

 

Naz 

Ja: At the beginning I would like to introduce myself. I study sociology at Charles University in Prague. I am 

writing my diploma thesis about Turkey, exactly about head-covering issue in Turkey. And I would like to ask 

you if you can give me interview and if I can record it. And can I use it in my diploma thesis? It will be 

anonymous. Do you agree with this? 

Re: Yes I agree, you can also use my name, it is OK.  

Ja: So the firstly can you introduce me yourself? Can you tell me something about you?  

Re: My name is Naz, I am from Istanbul. I am 25 years old and I am living for 5 years in Vienna but I am from 

Istanbul so I lived here for 20 years and after I moved to Vienna and I study there art and movie at Academy of 

Art in Vienna.  

Ja: So did you born in Istanbul? 

Re: Yes.  

Ja: And your family? Are they also from here? 

Re: They live also in Istanbul but originally they are from another part of Turkey.  

Ja: Do you have any brothers or sisters? 

Re: Yes I have brother. 

Ja: And he is younger or older than you? 

Re: Older.  

Ja: Why did you started to study in Vienna? 

Re: Because in Turkey here is a problem about finding a job and they want too much qualification and in that 

period my parents could helped me to go there and support me. I was going to Austrian school in Istanbul 

because of that I actually choose Austria. Because with this school we can go without any exam and you can go 

there and study. And I didn´t pass the exam for university in Turkey so I chose it because it was also easily for 

me. And also for qualification and staff like this.  

Ja: Did you go there alone without your family? 

Re: I went there alone and my family stayed in Turkey. Just some friends from schools went with me.  

Ja: Ok and now we can start with questions about head-covering. You don´t wear a scarf, yes? 

Re: No I don´t.  

Ja: And have you ever wear it? 

Re: No. 

Ja: Have you ever think about it? 

Re: No (smích). 

Ja: Head-covering is related with religion. Do you believe, are you Muslim? 

Re: No.  

Ja: So religion is not important in your life? 

Re: No.  

Ja: So are you atheist? 



 

 

Re: I mean I don´t want to call myself like atheist. I don´t think about it like this. I don´t force myself into doing 

something but there is a culture, we are Alawites and actually it was before Islam. They believe in everything, 

they believe in sun, water what they need, they believe. This philosophy I like and can´t say I am atheist. It is 

about the culture, and now in culture in Turkey I don´t use any kind of religion.  

Ja: And what about your family? Do they have the same opinion? 

Re: Yes same opinion… 

Ja: So no one is religion person… 

Re: No. 

Ja: ok. 

Re: That is all? Your questions finished (směje se).  

Ja: Almost (směji se)…And your friends someone of them wear a scarf? 

Re: I don´t have friends, I mean not close friends. But of course I talked with them, I don´t know how, I don´t 

remember if I had friends before Vienna. Maybe the old people I know, they are very from my family, like not 

family…but it is not same like Islamic you know? My grandmother is from old time, she was taking it, but now 

is death, she died before 3 or 4 years, she was wearing it, but she was protecting. But it is kind of different, it is 

not like this (ukazuje, jak se Váže šátek “muslimským” způsobem – hidžáb), it was like this one (ukazuje mi 

způsob, jakým si vázaly babičky na vesnici v Čechách šátek). But now I don´t have friends with hijab, maybe I 

could have a friends but I don´t have any.  

Ja: Do you think that wearing a scarf has some symbolism? 

Re: What do you mean? 

Ja: Like… in the past in Turkey was quite big discussion about it, like there were two section, two kind of people 

like kemalistic and religion people…  

Re: Ok it is difficult, actually also the kemalism inside there are also so much religious issues. It is showing like 

this, like Turkey government that kemalism is something modern but also Ataturk had a lots of religious issue in 

his speeches and staff like this. I don´t see a two side. I see the scarf like symbol…it is religion symbol of course 

but on the other hands it is something what protecting the women and thing like this. One is religions side and 

the next one is protecting side.  

Ja: Ok and when did you come to Turkey again after studies? 

Re: Three fourth months before.  

Ja: And are you planning to go back? 

Re: Yes maybe some years... ya maybe one years, two years. 

Ja: Do you think that here in Turkey people/society look at the girls with or without scarf different? 

Re: I can´t summarizing it, yes?  But a lot of men look at close women like that they are clean, clean women and 

if you don´t have you are dirty women. I don´t know. I mean there is something, men find all of the women, 

there is ideology behind it you know? They will look at some close women, ok religious, good and another are 

like prostitute. But not all of the men.  

Ja: It was also to forbidden to wear a scarf at public space. What do you think about it?  

Re: I think personally it was topic of kemalist left side people, they shouldn´t go to here, we are Europe, we are 

better, they are sick people, they close themselves, it is not modern. I don´t think like this. Actually everybody 

should do what they want. I am actually against this forbidden. Because they are showing them self like this and 

on the other hand the family are forcing, you know? But on the other hand women protecting themselves from 

men, we should be realistic, really because in Turkey if you are women and go like this on the street everybody 

looking at you. And if you are protecting yourself you are safe. So if they feel save and they want go to the 



 

 

university like this I understand. Also if they believe, it is believing, you can´t do against this, you can´t force 

somebody and take scarf from her head.   I am against this forbidden. I don´t feel this is the modern support or 

something like that.  

Ja: Do you think that here still exist some prejudices about this girls? 

Re: Yes I mean some group is thinking like this and some group think like this. Some group think that it is not 

modern, we can´t go to Europe, like EU because of them. Somebody thinks no it should be like this, it is Islam, 

you know? 

Ja: Ya and when did you study abroad did you visit a Turkey in this period? 

Re: Yes. 

Ja: And can you see some differences like 5 years ago and now? Like for example more girls on the street wear a 

headscarf… 

Re: No no it is the same. 

Ja: And maybe can you tell me something about Alawites? Because I don´t know about this “way of Islam” so 

much.  

Re: It is old believe, it was before Islam. The government said it is belong to us, this religion is belong to us. But 

it was before Islam. This is very open like men and women are together in this believe. And Alawites are not too 

many today. The government made press on them because they are really like a rebellion people. They are open-

mined, also women don´t wear a scarf, you will maybe recognize it if you do more interview. In this believe you 

don´t wear such a things but if you are old, it means something different. If you are living in some village and 

something like this it protect you from sun, lists… 

Ja: So it is similar like in Czech, my grand grandma also wore it.  

Re: My grandpa also wears it.  

Ja: And do you believe in Koran or not? 

Re: No no, it is something else. People are writing the culture in this believe. It is like your philosophy, inside 

you know, they believe in something else… 

Ja: And are they concentrated in some part of Turkey? 

Re: There are some areas…in Istanbul here are some areas for example Gazi, ….(vyjmenuje asi tři místa v 

Istanbulu). They are also living together because there were always fights between Alawites and Sunny. Against 

Alawites there it was so crazy before two years because they made Alawit´s sights like in Middle Age.  

Ja: And why?  

Re: They put marks on the door… 

Ja: I see….and do you care about policy in Turkey? I know that now you don´t live here… 

Re: Yes that is true, I don´t care about it so much. 

Ja: And what is your opinion on AKP? 

Re: You know I don´t like them, I don´t agree with their policy at all.  

Ja: Ok so thank you for your information, I think that is all. 

Re: You are welcome.  

 

 



 

 

   

 

 


