Abstract

The thesis deal with the constitutional reform in Ukraine approved in 2004 There
were optimistic expectations about the regime change and moving closer to the
model of West European states in 2004. The scope is to identify whether Ukraine
followed the path of democratic transition or remained as an unstable hybrid state. It
is focused on constitutional changes of the following chapters — elections and
referendum, parliament, president, council of ministers and redistribution of power
between these roles and impact on legislation and executive power. The regime type
is influenced by these changes. Ukraine was classified as an authoritarian regime
during Kuchma’s second term in the Presidential office. The political system had
been changed in 2006 when the new constitution came to power. Between a various
classifications the most common ones, which had been used, were a semi-
presidential system or presidential-parliamentary system. The choice of improper
political system could be one of the key reasons leading to the failure of

democratisation of the country when attempted.



