
Abstract 

This thesis is focused on the issues of the Imperial German Navy at the end of the 

19th century, the First Naval Law and the personality of Alfred Tirpitz. 

The text is divided into nine chapters. The first chapter deals with the history of the 

Imperial German Navy till 1897. There is Leo von Caprivi and Friedrich von Hollmann’s 

work described, focusing on the period they were the heads of the Imperial Naval Office. 

The next three chapters examine Alfred Tirpitz’s personality and his relationship to 

Wilhelm II. and they analyse the Tirpitz’ propaganda, which had been led to enforce the 

First Naval Law in the Reichstag. The fifth chapter is the longest one and it describes the 

form, organisation and tradition of the Imperial German Navy at the end of the 19
th

 

century. It includes the information how Tirpitz used his propaganda. The sixth chapter is a 

free translation of the bill, which was introduced to the politicians of the Reichstag in 

October 1897. The seventh chapter deals with the discussions about the bill in the 

Reichstag, about changes of the bill, which were made, and about the motivation of 

deputies of various parties to vote for the bill. The eighth chapter aims to analyse the 

importance of the law to German economy. The ninth chapter is a free translation of the 

final law from April 1898. 

Alfred Tirpitz managed to convince a lot of Germans during a very short period of 

time, that the own big battle fleet is needed. He achieved that with the help of his 

consistent propaganda. The passing of the law had a far-reaching importance at that time. 

But it had no influence on worsening of international relationships or beginning of navy 

arms race. The First Naval Law constituted the number and type of ships which were at 

disposal for Imperial German Navy, it defined the navy strategy in the case of war and it 

fixed the time when the old ships should be replaced with the new ones. After the bill was 

approved, the Imperial German Navy became the definite form and the constant supply of 

money was guaranteed. The German fleet was given a clear structure and organisation. 

 


