
Abstract 

The Master thesis “Civic Integration of Immigrants in France between 2002-2012“ deals with 

a new integration model of civic integration which the European immigration countries have 

begun to enforce since the turn of the millennium. An interesting feature of this model is that it 

is employed by countries whose approch to the integration of immigrants significantly differed 

till the end of the 20th century. The goal of the thesis is to discover what character shows 

the civic integration as a new integration model of immigrants in Europe in the integration 

policies applied in France between 2002-2012. The main hypothesis is based on the theory 

of the return of assimilation. Its author R. Brubaker claims that in the current integration 

policies of (not only) European states, the assimilationist tendencies return – however, not 

in the original concept of assimilation, but in a new transformed concept in between 

assimilation and multiculturalism. The thesis applies this theory conclusion to the contemporary 

civic integration policies, so the research verifies its assimilationist character. According to 

the method specially compiled for this research, the results prove that the integration measures 

accepted in France between 2002-2012 show a development from a moderate to considerable 

assimilationist character. This also confirms the main premise of the research based on 

the theory of the return of assimilation. The conclusion of the thesis compares the new concept 

of assimilation by Brubaker’s theory with the research results. 

 


