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Comments of the referee on the thesis highlights and shortcomings (following the 5 numbered 

aspects of your assessment indicated below). 

 

1) Theoretical background: Submitted thesis, concentrated on the thorough discourse analyses 

within the context of remedial theory of secession. Author had an ambition to answer three 

questions: a) What is the reasoning behind the differing attitudes towards the respect sovereignty of 

Georgia and Serbia by the USA? b) Can differing attitudes be explained by the properties of 

bilateral relations between the USA and Georgia and Serbia, respectively? c) Can differing 

properties of bilateral relations be perceived as aspects of a wider US foreign policy agenda? He 

was only able to give a partial answer to those questions, but he the academic journey to answer 

those questions was a contribution by itself. It is more and more popular to conceptualize the 

influence of world superpowers on the secession movements. Mr. Savic has done an excellent job in 

describing and analyzing the influence of superpowers on the success of secessionists around the 

world. We could agree that states are equal under international, but in creation of rules of customary 

law, impact of more powerful states overshadows the contribution of the smaller ones. 

 

2) Contribution: Overall the submitted thesis reached the goal set down in the introduction, the 

added value of the thesis is the application of the so called Sterio´s super-power rule on much 

disputed and discussed breaches of territorial integrity of Serbia and Georgia as parent/host states of 

Kosovo, Abkhazia, and South Ossetia which enjoy/suffer from support/collective non-recognition 

(in the latter cases) by “super-powers”. On the other hand the main finding is not conclusive indeed. 

 

3) Methods: The array of methods is not very wide; author uses primary documents including UN 

Security Council Resolutions and official governmental documents and transcripts of political 

speeches. Some attempts to compare hard data, were made in the thesis, but the main method used 

is qualitative analyses of text, with aspirations to the field of discourse analyses. 

 

4) Literature: International law authors are represented by Hannum, Heather and Vidmar and 

general theory of seccession is covered by Etzioni and Marina Sterio. The selection of literature is 

sufficient for the task at hand. 

 



5) Manuscript form: The reviewed thesis meets formal criteria required by Faculty of Social 

Sciences and the overall quality of written English is satisfying. In the contemporary world, whish 

is very wealthy for information sources, it is always practical to divide the list of sources into 

chapters. Some misspellings could have been saved by more careful proof reading. Overall formal 

impression of the work is good. 
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4) LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way and disposes with a representative bibliography. (Remark: 
references to Wikipedia, websites and newspaper articles are a sign of poor research). If they dominate you cannot give 
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