
Abstract: 

 

The Ph.D. thesis deals with the Czech author František Gellner. It deliberately endeavours not 

to exclude any of the segments of his both literary and visual work out of consideration, but to 

present them all in their heterogeneity, yet in mutual connections. Works of Gellner’s art are 

therefore interpreted in novel ways, especially in consideration of the contexts of the period 

from which they origin (and above others those contexts that have become obscure and 

forgotten in the nearly hundred years since the original publication of Gellner’s work). The 

first chapter summarizes the previous critical reception of Gellner’s work and at the same 

time deals with this author’s image in the Czech cultural milieu. Analysing some of Gellner’s 

manuscripts, the second chapter aims to describe the specific type of the author’s creativity. 

The third chapter is devoted to the problem of ambiguously constructed national identity of 

František Gellner and to the impact it had on the ways he dealt with the themes of Jewishness 

and anti-Semitism. The fourth chapter describes the various relations between Gellner’s 

works and the periodicals these were prepared for. The next chapter is dedicated solely to 

Lidové noviny, as this was the newspaper periodical with which Gellner co-operated most 

intensely; the detailed analysis here is devoted to the relations between Gellner’s journalism, 

whether realized in verse, feuilletons or caricatures, and the ideological content of this 

partisan political daily. Building upon some of the previous analyses and their conclusions, 

the last part of the thesis deals with Gellner’s opinions on the topics of routine writing and 

high brow art as well as the Avant-garde tendencies in the Czech art of the pre-war period. 

Concluding pages deal with late Gellner’s position in the literary field of the immediately pre-

war period. 
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