
Abstract 

Over the last two years the number of refugees and asylum seekers in European 

countries dramatically increased, with asylum claims mostly originating from countries 

affected by war and poverty, especially in the Middle East, Africa, and the Balkans. The rapid 

increase of the mobility of migrants raises contradictory reactions in society and individual 

countries can not agree on an acceptable solution. Against the background, Western European 

countries usually approach the immigrants more openly than Eastern European countries. A 

big role in the question of acceptance of migrants in different countries is played by the 

media. In contemporary society, the media constitute the main source of information about 

what is happening in the world and intermediate events in which the public cannot participate 

directly. Therefore it is important to examine how mass media in Eastern and Western 

European countries present the issues of solidarity, human rights, and the right to asylum. The 

aim of this master thesis is to find out what the main differences are in the case of printed 

mass media and whether the western newspapers create a better image of refugees than 

eastern media. As a representation of an Eastern European medium one Czech daily 

newspaper was chosen and from Western newspapers one German medium was selected. The 

purpose of the master thesis is not to generalize the results on all Western and Eastern media, 

but to examine if those two newspapers fit the generally accepted opinion that Western 

countries face the migrant crisis more openly than Eastern countries and what the main 

differences in reporting about the crisis are in case of one of the Eastern European and one of 

the Western European daily press. The method used was quantitative content analysis and the 

period of examination September 2015. 

 


