
Abstract 

The Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) emerged more than one year ago but so far there has been 

no consensus on the nature and the main aspects of the cooperation. Whereas some observers 

underline pure economic incentives of the integration, others see the regional organization as a 

tool for increasing the power of the strongest members, and especially Russia. Strongly echoed 

in public discourse is a comparison to the former Soviet Union. To tackle the issue, the thesis 

asks: What are the main motives for participation in the project? Which main benefits are 

expected by the members to be gained? These questions are answered through a content analysis 

of verbal expressions of five presidents who hold the main decision-making powers in EEU’s 

member states. Based on theoretically generated analytical categories, the thesis conducts a 

quantitative analysis of the discourse, which is then discussed in the context of the post-Soviet 

space. The findings reveal the motives which the presidents use to legitimize the membership 

and show the main cleavages that threaten to undermine the development of the organization.  

 


