
Abstract 
 
The purpose of the thesis is to look at the reality of an Italian-speaking refugee during 
the First World War, when people were forced to evacuate the Trentino region and 
were moved within the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The thesis will look closely at the 
diary of an Italian-speaking refugee, starting with his evacuation from Trentino and 
continuing to his arrival and permanence in the northern Bohemian city of Jablonné v 
Podještědí. The paper will also explore the internal migration movements and efforts 
made by the Habsburg Empire, with special regard to the experiences of Italian-
speaking refugees. The diary of the man known as Sannicoló will be used to give a 
microhistorical study and perspective of his move from Rovereto, Italy to the city of 
Jablonné v Podještědí. His reality as an Italian-speaking refugee and citizen of the 
Habsburg Empire will be briefly compared with what is generally known of the 
refugee situation within the Austro-Hungarian Empire and that of other Italian-
speaking refugees, to determine the degree of success of his integration into the local 
population’s community. 
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