
Abstract 

 The aim of this bachelor thesis is the characterization of three female protagonists 

appearing in the work of the contemporary Irish playwright Marina Carr. Through in-depth 

analyzation of heroines Hester (By the Bog of Cats), May (The Mai) and Portia Coughlan.       

I revealed their symbolic relationship, which is analogous to protagonists characteristic for 

tragedies of the antic Greece. Moreover, this thesis also investigated, how gender and national 

identity is reflected on the actions of heroines. Last but not least I explained the importance of 

Marina Carr in the broad context of the modern Irish drama, while presenting the essence of 

her creative work. 

 


