
Abstract 

This paper focuses on the concept of right to the city and tries to link it to the topic of spatial 

planning in Prague. It introduces the view on the world of global neoliberalism, which comes 

from critical social geography and was elaborated especially by David Harvey, but originates 

from the French philosopher Henri Lefebvre. Through the optics of this approach the paper 

tries to grasp the complex problems of spatial planning on the example of Prague. Through a 

qualitative questioning of the representatives of CSO´s, the paper attempts to show the 

relevance of the concept for public participation in decision making in urban development. 

The thesis presents a fundamental critical frame of theories, which evaluates the condition 

of society in the stage of late neoliberalism, and also the basic approaches to the city in 

social theory including the context of post-socialism. From these it continues to the analysis 

of urban space presenting a belief, which gives to the inhabitants of a city the right to make 

decisions about its shape instead of the capital. It puts emphasis on demarcation of the role 

of social movements and also the concept of place attachment, which becomes one of the 

key determinants for the involvement of inhabitants into the processes of urban 

development. The paper uses the theoretical definition of default concepts and the situation 

of Prague´s spatial planning in a qualitative analysis, which points particularly on the 

explanation of the citizens´ biggest problems in their efforts to co-produce their 

surroundings, with respect to the institutional and regulative frame of the topic. 

 


