Abstract

This thesis focuses on the issue of drone strikes as a means of targeted killing of high value
targets suspected of terrorist activities or affiliations. The United States of America has been using
this method of elimination since the year 2001 as part of the Global War on Terrorism. However
this practice raises a series of moral questions. It creates a new environment of alienation of the
target and the person pulling the trigger. This thesis examines the compliance of drone strikes and
the Global War on Terrorism as such with the Just War Theory. This theory is the leading concept
in warfare ethics and offers a comprehensive research pattern. The finding of this thesis is that the
use of drones, as it is employed today, is in conflict with the principles of this theory and therefore
unjust. This finding is demonstrated by the research of two concrete drone strikes. Additionally,
the Global War on Terrorism is also assessed to be an unjust war and therefore this thesis offers a
comprehensive insight into the topic as it assesses both the practice and the overall context of drone

strikes.



