Abstract

An implementation of what is currently one of the most commonly used tools for high-
risk assessment of offenders abroad, HCR-20, the 3rd version to the Czech Republic is the
main goal of the submitted doctoral thesis. This doctoral thesis is based on the author’s thesis
,,Selected Psychological Aspects of High Risk Assessment, The Risk of Re-Offense and
Correctional Rehabilitation. “ It is assumed that this tool is used not only for high risk
assessment but also for measuring the effectiveness of treatment programs. Specifically, a
more detailed theoretical background of this tool, an illustration of qualitative data
evaluation within three different case studies and its application to specific therapeutic
resocialization program will be provided. In the quantitative part of this doctoral thesis the
effectiveness of a therapeutic program by HCR-20 (V3) is measured. This project underlines
an importance of taking part in training for a high-risk assessment tool, which is very often
underestimated in the Czech Republic, and the importance of gained experiences in high-risk
assessment of offenders and finally the use of uniform transparent method for assessing risk
of reoffending. Moreover, the study supports the implementation of standardised high-risk
assessment method. The high-risk assessment of offenders ad hoc should be replaced in our
country by clinical assessment supported by results gained via standardised high-risk
assessment tool as it is applied abroad. Further research is needed to gain this goal.
Empirical results in the doctoral thesis are supported by theoretical background. Terms such
as the high-risk assessment, re-offense, rehabilitation techniques and programs are defined
and specified. Furthermore, currently used high-risk assessment methods are described.
Widely discussed links between dangerousness and violence and concepts of psychosis,

psychopathy, sexual recidivism and addiction syndrome are explained.
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