
SUMMARY 

 

This thesis deals with a reform of Czech higher education after the Second World War. While 

traditional treatments follow the communist experiment from its beginnings until its 

‘inevitable’ downfall in 1989, this work focuses on its roots and end with the adoption of the 

new Higher Education Act in 1950. This reversal of perspective reveals similarities between 

the communist reform and modernisation trends which influenced the development of higher 

education also in the West. We follow the discussion about the future of higher education, 

which went on in 1930s–1950s, try to see how universities tried to approach the tension 

between their freedoms and demands for serving the public, and analyse the way in which the 

communist reform responded to this issue. Czech higher education was formed by 

Humboldtian principles, which were partly implemented in mid-19
th

 century. During the 

interwar period, this framework basically remained in place: higher education developed in 

terms of quantity rather than quality but certain problems with demanded attention also started 

coming to the fore. Attempts by the Ministry of Education to implement partial reforms met 

with resistance from the academic institutions and many academics focused on passionately 

defending the autonomy of universities. During the wartime, the closing of universities 

inadvertently provided all parties concerned with time for a deeper reflection. This led to the 

creation of a number of reform proposals, some of which were further debated after the war. 

Within the restricted pluralistic system of the Third Republic, a discussion of these competing 

visions of higher education resulted in late 1947 and early 1948 in a proposal of a new Higher 

Education Act. Due to the Communist coup-d’état in February 1948, however, this proposal 

was not adopted and the reform was eventually shaped by Communist priorities which drew 

heavily on the Soviet model. This thesis, however, also shows that the Stalinist technocratic 

modernisation brought about not only the placement of higher education under state control 

and its politicisation, but also emphasis on efficiency and social usefulness. These aspects 

correspond to changes which generally characterise the development of mass higher education 

independently of the political environment in which it was implemented. This is also why 

many innovations implemented by the Act on Higher Education of 1950 remain valid and in 

force. 


