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ABSTRAKT:  

Tato práce se zabývá přístupem Aldouse Huxleyho k dystopickému románu. Za tím 

účelem analyzuje jeho dvě díla, konkrétně Brave New World (1932) a Island (1962). Cílem 

teoretické části je poskytnout kontext k těmto dvěma dílům, a proto popisuje nejdůležitější 

společenské změny, které se objevily po první světové válce, a nadále se rozvíjely po druhé 

světové válce. Tato část se také zabývá rozvojem psychofarmakologie a jeho důsledky, 

neboť toto téma je důležité v obou rozebíraných dílech. Další kontext je dán popsáním 

základních myšlenek vybraných východních filosofií, které jsou stěžejní v jednom 

z Huxleyho románů. Praktická část pak analyzuje společnost vyobrazenou v díle Brave 

New World, s cílem určit znaky Huxleyho dystopického románu a vysvětlit jeho kritiku 

společnosti 30. let 20. století. Island je pak posuzován jako protějšek románu Brave New 

World, neboť obě díla se zabývají stejnými tématy, které nicméně popisují z různých 

perspektiv. Cílem této části je tedy analyzovat a porovnat principy obou vyobrazených 

společností a ukázat, jak Huxley přeměňuje dystopický román v utopii a také určit, jaké 

vlastnosti současné společnosti kritizuje. 
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ABSTRACT: 

This thesis is focused on the approach of Aldous Huxley to dystopian fiction. To explore 

this topic it analyses his two major novels, namely Brave New World (1932) and Island 

(1962). The aim of the theoretical part is to provide a context to these two works. 

Therefore, it describes the most important social changes which emerged after the First 

World War and further developed after the Second World War. This part is also concerned 

with the development of psychopharmacology and its consequences since it plays a major 

role in both analysed novels. Further context is given by outlining the basic ideas of 

selected eastern philosophies as they are crucial for one of Huxley’s works. The practical 

part then analyses Huxley’s imaginary society in Brave New World in order to pinpoint the 

features of the author’s dystopian novel and his criticism of the society of the 1930s. Island 

is explored as a counterpart of Brave New World, since both novels deal with the same 

topic but in different perspectives. The aim of this part is to analyse and compare the 

principles of both societies in order to demonstrate how Huxley transforms a dystopian 

novel into utopian and also to pinpoint which attributes of the contemporary world he 

criticises. 
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1 Britain between wars – historical overview 

The First World War played an important role in the modern history of not only Britain, 

but of the world in general. It drew a line between the old standards and the new 

framework of living in the modern world. The post-war years brought sentiments 

ambiguous in nature. On the one hand, there were feelings of disillusion with the 

contemporary state of the world where the old principles crumbled. On the other hand, the 

post-war period symbolised hope and striving for a better future, which was represented by 

numerous innovations in all areas of life.  

The First World War was devastating for British economy. Even before the 

beginning of the war Britain had struggled with economic depression. Due to the war 

expenses, the financial crisis grew even more and British economy quickly became 

indebted. As the Oxford History of Britain points out, the national debt grew exponentially: 

“The unredeemed capital of the debt stood at £706 million in 1914. Six years later it had 

soared to £7,875 millions” (Matthew, 79). Another aspect of the need to pay the war 

expenditures was the loss of foreign markets and investments, which resulted in further 

economic problems.  

Therefore, the government was compelled to enforce several strict interventions to 

balance the government budget. These interventions affected almost all areas of society 

and economy. One of the steps was represented by the rise of taxes, particularly of the 

income and inheritance taxes and the estate duty: “The immense financial burden of the 

First Word War was met mainly from taxes and domestic loans, reflected in the enormous 

rise in the National Debt (over twelve times). Income tax and death duties were raised to 

new heights, and by the end of the war, excess profits were taxed” (Cook, 180). Moreover, 

the government took control of most of the areas of industry and agriculture. The industrial 

production during the war rose, same as the production of food, though there was a strict 

rationing. On the grounds of the growth of production, but also due to the immense loss of 

lives on the battlefields, the unemployment in Britain fell. Right on the contrary, there was 

a serious shortage of manpower. Therefore, the vacant positions allowed women to work: 

“Women played a vital part in filling the ranks in industry and on the land, providing a 

wider range of employment for them” (Cook, 180). During the war, women held positions 

especially in agriculture and munitions.  
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After the war, it was clear that steps to restore the socio-economic prosperity needed 

to be taken. The war was immediately followed by general elections in December 1918. 

The elections were triumphed by the Liberal Party with its leader David Lloyd George, 

who had been the wartime Prime Minister since 1916. The government immediately took 

action to dispose of the wartime regulations and reestablish the capitalist system instead of 

the state controlled economy. One of the first steps was the return of most of the industries 

to private owners, including coal mines and railways. Another aim was to revert to the gold 

standard, which had been abandoned at the beginning of the war. Despite the right-wing 

tendencies of the new government, many social reforms were undertaken: “So there 

followed a vigorous, if short-lived, programme to extend health and educational services, 

to raise pensions, and spread universal unemployment insurance” (Matthew, 79). Another 

example of the social reforms of the post-war years was the launch of housing programme 

in 1919-22, during which a total of over 200,000 houses were developed.  

However, the first years after the war brought many other socio-economic problems. 

The foremost issue that the government had to deal with was the persisting national debt. 

The administration was criticized for its uneconomic management and wasteful increase of 

public expenditure, and there was a demand for a balanced budget and stable currency. 

Moreover, the government was also unable to deal with a rapid growth of unemployment, 

thus weakening the British economy even further. The unemployment induced a huge 

wave of strikes of the workers in 1919-21, to which Lloyd George’s government reacted 

by using military force. Furthermore, there was a growing disagreement with the post-war 

settlement and the peace treaties, which was hugely influenced by J.M. Keynes’s 

Economic Consequences of the Peace, published in 1919: “It seemed to show conclusively 

that the reparations imposed on Germany would lead to its financial ruin and thereby to the 

permanent weakening of European economy” (Matthew, 81). Also, the alleged corrupt 

bargaining behind the Versailles system brought even greater unpopularity to the current 

British Prime Minister. Therefore, due to the rising criticism of the British public, as well 

as the revolt of the Conservatives and the British left, Lloyd George was forced to resign 

from his position of British Prime Minister in October 1922.  

During the rest of the 1920s, the political scene of Britain was overtaken by two 

parties. Immediately after the fall of Lloyd George and the Liberal Party, the Conservative 

Party took the lead, with Stanley Baldwin as the Prime Minister, only to be replaced by the 

steadily growing Labour Party with its leader Ramsey MacDonald in 1924. Nevertheless, 
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the Conservatives came back to power just a few months later and Stanley Baldwin kept 

the position of Prime Minister until 1929. This year meant the second, if short-lived, 

victory of the Labour Party.  

However, the economic situation of not only Britain but of the whole world was 

steadily worsening. The return to the golden standard in 1925 and the necessary measures 

that were taken to achieve this goal brought even higher level of unemployment among the 

working class. Moreover, British economy was affected by the world economic depression 

caused by the crash of the American stock market in October 1929. The rapid decline of 

world commerce caused even further problems for the stagnating British economy: 

“Though it was not immediately apparent after the First World War, many of the industries 

on which British economic success had been based were not merely in depression but 

decline. Textiles, iron and steel making, shipbuilding and coal mining were all vulnerable 

to foreign imports or rival commodities. The depression in world trade merely accentuated 

the decline of these basic industries” (Royle, 46-47). The crisis of the industries then even 

intensified the rate of unemployment: until 1932, the number of unemployed population 

soared up to three million.  

Such precarious situation called for a change. There was a general requirement for 

new initiative to revitalize the economy. This, however, gave ground to the emergence of 

extremist movements across the political spectrum. On the far left, there was a growing 

initiative of the Communist Party of Great Britain, though still small in number. The 

radical right was represented by the British Union of Fascists, established by Sir Oswald 

Mosley. Although both such parties flourished in continental Europe, they never gained 

much recognition in Britain: “Extremist parties almost totally failed to make an impact on 

the electorate, while the National Government formed after the 1931 crisis ensured a 

massive majority for traditional policies” (Cook, 182). The National Government, which 

took lead after the debacle of the second Labour government and new elections in 1931, 

was created by a Conservative-Liberal coalition, though Ramsey MacDonald kept the 

position of Prime Minister.  The 1930s then brought a relatively stable period for the 

British economic situation, despite the fact that the rest of Europe was still hugely affected 

by the economic depression. It was a period of rising industry and low inflation.  

The First World War brought many other changes than those in economy. The end of 

the war meant a shift in social affairs. It was clear that the old moral standards could not be 

restored. The crisis of past moral standards could be seen in the loss of authority of the 
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churches. Their membership fell rapidly after the war. Despite the fact that England was 

still clearly a Christian country, it was obvious that the Church were no longer able to 

influence people, which was visible mainly in the post-war generation and ex-soldiers. 

Another great social shift in the post-war period was the women’s rights movement. The 

emancipation started with the right to vote, which was partially achieved in 1918 and 

completely in 1928. Consequently, the 1920s meant more opportunities and freedom for 

women. They were “able to enjoy other freedoms as well, the right to smoke, to enjoy new 

leisure interests such as the films, to pursue a more open and less constrained ‘sex life’, 

and to wear clothes that were spectacularly far less drab or puritanical” (Matthew, 84). 

With the loosening of social norms a new generation of women emerged, called Flappers. 

They publicly flaunted their new rights – smoking, driving, listening to jazz music and 

wearing fashion which had been unheard of before, consisting of short skirts, bobbed hair 

and excessive makeup.  

The post-war period was also significant for the growing distinction among the 

classes. The most obvious gap was between the working and middle classes. The late 

1920s and 1930s saw a great shift in the way of life of the middle class. One of the 

prominent changes was the growth of urban and suburban life. An increasing number of 

houses was built in the cities, especially during the 1930s: “An average of 345,000 houses 

was built annually between 1933 and 1937” (Matthew 96). The city life flourished and new 

houses and roads extended far into the surrounding countryside. The development was 

apparent mainly in the city of London, where not only new residential, but also industrial, 

areas were being developed. The London underground also spread to accommodate the 

needs of the growing urban population.  

The living standard of the middle class improved greatly with the thrive of industries. 

Both industry and living standard were able to grow due to new scientific developments. 

Many materials, such as steel, aluminium or rubber, had been already discovered before 

the First World War, but now they were produced in higher quantity. Thanks to the 

developing chemical industry, the 1920s then saw the emergence of plastics, drugs or dyes. 

Very important was the increasing supply of electricity, both for industrial consumers as 

well as households. This allowed the invention of new electric appliances such as a 

vacuum cleaner, washing machine or refrigerator. Moreover, due to the invention of an 

assembly line, mass production of these devices was possible.  
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Another significant development was in transportation. The invention of combustion 

engine meant a revolution in the road transport. The very first motor cars appeared at the 

end of the 19
th

 century, however, their number was very limited and only the wealthy part 

of population could afford them. Their production rose from 8,000 in 1904 to 132,000 in 

1914, though it was still a matter of the upper-class owners: “Although Herbert Austin was 

producing a small car at Longbridge by 1910, the year in which Henry Ford set up his 

factory at Trafford Park, Manchester, motoring before the First World War was still largely 

a pleasure of the wealthy few. The revolution in mass-produced, relatively cheap cars did 

not really begin to make an impact on Britain until after the First World War” (Royle, 24). 

During the 1920s, the production of cars rose rapidly, and in 1930 their number reached 

over a million, only to rise to over two million in 1939. Cars were used not only for private 

transport. With the emergence of lorries, new means of transporting goods came, which 

was important for British economy.  

Besides motor cars there was also a new development in air transportation. The first 

aircraft was invented in 1903 by Orville and Wilbur Wright. Although the first trials 

proved many errors, the new technology evolved quickly and aircrafts were already used 

for military purposes during the First World War. Progress in aviation even increased in 

the interwar period. New technologies enabled long-distance flights and transport of higher 

number of people. New airlines were established and aviation became a commercial 

matter.  

The growth of traffic enabled new ways of living and recreation. Before the First 

World War, the holidays were a matter of the upper class only. They mostly travelled to 

London for the Season or spent time in a spa town. After the war, people of the 

middle-class could afford to travel on holiday as well. Mostly, they used the growing 

network of railways to spend time on the coast. For this reason, many holiday resorts were 

built. During the 1930s, also the number of working-class population able to go on holiday 

increased: “In 1937, about 3 million workers had some holidays with pay; the Holidays 

with Pay Act of 1938 added another 11 million” (Royle, 303). There were also other new 

opportunities for entertainment and leisure time, which were now accessible to the middle 

classes. Before the war, the theatre was a very popular way of entertainment, mostly 

among the upper classes. After the war, the theatre was more and more overshadowed by 

the cinema. The first films were produced even before the war, but in the interwar period 

the film industry flourished. Especially during the 1930s, when the sound film was 
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released, the number of audience soared: “By 1939 about 20 million people went to the 

cinema every week and about a quarter of the population went twice a week” (Cook, 133). 

The number of cinemas grew, their services were comfortable and the tickets were rather 

cheap. Also the interest in music changed during the interwar period. From the United 

States jazz emerged and the 1930s were known for the big-band swing. The public was 

able to enjoy music at home thanks to the availability of the gramophone. This meant a 

revolution since it was possible to “buy professional entertainment for home consumption” 

(Royle, 317) for the first time in history. Besides the gramophone, entertainment was also 

accessible to households through the radio. The broadcasting in Britain was launched in 

1922 by the British Broadcasting Company. By 1939, about 9 million of households were 

using the wireless. The radio provided entertainment as well as news.  

With the spread of urban and suburban life it was not only the residential areas that 

spread in the cities, but also areas for shopping. Before the war, only small shops had been 

usual. However, the growth of urbanism lead to the establishment of large shopping 

precincts and also the first department stores. Shopping for other luxuries than food and 

clothing was enabled not only by the boom in industries, but also by the raise of wages. 

Suddenly, the market was open for a still rising spectrum of commodities and services. The 

rising of incomes, as well as the cheap price for housings, then naturally allowed higher 

spending. Not even the working class families spent as much for food as before the First 

World War and could therefore afford to spend money on leisure activities. There was also 

a trend among the higher classes to spend money on durable goods, mainly on electric 

appliances: “A family’s status was henceforth to be measured not by whether they kept a 

servant (and how many), but whether they had more domestic gadgets than their 

neighbours: radios, washing machines, electric cookers, vacuum cleaners, electric irons 

before the Second World War” (Royle, 322).  This tendency was the basis for the modern 

consumer society.  
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2 Britain after World War Two – historical overview 

When the Second World War ended, the whole world struggled with many problems 

similar to those after the First War. The war life losses were immense. The counts of 

deaths are estimated to be around 60 million of lives, including both soldiers and civilians. 

Moreover, the war expenditures once again caused increase of national debt in Britain. To 

cover for the war expenses, Britain had been forced to borrow great sums of money, 

though almost half of the war spending was covered by taxation: “One major problem was 

how to pay for the cost of the war. More of the total cost was raised from taxation than in 

the First World War, but heavy borrowing both at home and abroad was necessary to make 

up the balance” (Cook, 184). The total debt in 1945 amounted to £21 billion. Britain also 

suffered from lack of dollars, which caused problems in trade with the USA. Moreover, 

after the Second World War, there was a serious shortage of materials, as well as food and 

clothing and all of these commodities had to be strictly rationed until 1954. Another result 

of the war was major damage of great parts of British cities, including London, Liverpool 

or Plymouth, which had been caused by the Blitz. To pay for the post-war reconstruction, 

Britain accepted the aid of the United States and their European Recovery Program, also 

called the Marshall Plan. Therefore, in 1948 the United Kingdom received a help of $385 

million to recover their economy. British government then concentrated on the post-war 

transformation focused on democracy and welfare state, with the aim to improve areas 

such as health care, employment, housings or economy. Due to this transformation, the 

living standards of British lower classes rose and since 1951 the country enjoyed relative 

domestic peace.  

The Second World War had a great impact on British industry. With the post-war 

lack of raw materials there was a shortage of oil, which represented one of the most 

important sources of energy. Not only was oil used as petrol and thus being a necessity for 

motor transport, but it was also used as the fuel for power stations and ships, as well as an 

important component for chemical industry.  The necessity for oil grew quickly after the 

war: “It now provides a third of the world’s energy and its use has increased fourfold since 

1945” (Cook, 50). Therefore, due to the needs of the industries, the import of oil grew 

rapidly, just as did the refineries. While there had been mere 8 refineries in 1938, their 

number rose to 13 in 1950. The output of petrol increased from 2,000 million of barrels in 

1940 to 8,400 million in 1960. Britain was also investing money into research in nuclear 

energy, both for military and industrial uses: “Since 1945 governments have spent 
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hundreds of millions of pounds on research and development of cheap nuclear power” 

(Cook, 50). As a part of the defensive system, Britain manufactured their own atomic and 

hydrogen bombs. 

Besides the problems with fuelling, motor transport was also affected by the 

destruction of a great number of motorcars during the war. After the war, there was not 

only a severe lack of petrol, but also restricted availability of new models. Therefore, the 

post-war numbers of motorcars fell below that in 1939. However, the production of cars 

grew rapidly again: “Pre-war numbers, which were again reached in the late 1940s, had 

doubled by 1958, and then doubled again to nearly 9 million by 1965” (Royle, 24). This 

fast increase of production resulted in Britain being a car-owning society.  

An important turning point in development of the medias came with the invention of 

television. While the first experiments took place in the 1920s, it was in the 1940s when 

the invention improved and the service became available. The first television licenses were 

issued in 1946 and in 1947 there were already 15,000 of licenses. The monopoly for 

broadcast was held by the BBC, though it was broken in 1955 by the Independent 

Television. The number of licenses at that time soared to 4.5 million. Television quickly 

became a necessity in every family.  

The war losses of human lives were immense, but the post-war years saw a growth of 

the population and the number of people in Britain reached 43.8 million in 1951. However, 

though the number of the population was rising, the post-war period was significant for the 

falling birth rate: “After the Second World War, despite post-war ‘baby booms’ in 1947 

and again in the early 1960s, the fertility rate suffered an overall decline to below the 

replacement level of 2.1 children per woman” (Royle, 57). The steadily growing number of 

British citizens was sustained by the general improvement of living conditions. Partly 

thanks to the welfare state policy, partly due to the development in science, the death rate 

lessened dramatically. Not only the improvement of environment and nutrition, but also the 

changes in the health care system had a great impact on the mortality of children and the 

elderly. The change in the numbers of infant deaths was very significant, since it had 

lessened approximately by half since the beginning of the century. This turn was achieved 

mainly by improvement of medical care, namely by the implementation of immunisation: 

“This demographic revolution had resulted from a combination of environmental 

improvements, better care and nutrition and changes in medical practice such as active 

immunisation against diphtheria and inoculation for tuberculosis and poliomyelitis 
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(infantile paralysis)” (Royle, 58). The falling death rate of the adults and the elderly was 

then realized largely by the development of antibiotics in the 1940s. The years after the 

war then saw a greater number of marriages. Moreover, there was a trend of a marriage at 

an earlier age. More than half of the marriages took place before the age of twenty-four.  

On the other hand, the number of divorces was also rising. Moreover, domestic 

violence become a more frequently given reason for divorce. Therefore, the 1940s were 

affected by a growing fear of family disintegration and the resulting juvenile delinquency. 

The discord between the falling birth rate and the growing number of marriages can be 

explained by a wider use of contraceptives. Attitudes towards the usage of contraceptives 

were still very controversial. They were largely influenced by the opinion of the Church, 

particularly the Roman Catholic Church, which was strictly against using contraceptives. 

On the other hand, the Protestant Church accepted birth control as a method of family 

planning: “They were obliged to modify their teaching on birth control to emphasize its 

eugenic virtues; to agree that contraception was acceptable for the spacing of children, but 

unacceptable ‘when it was misused to enable selfish and irresponsible people to escape the 

duties and disciplines of marriage and parenthood’” (McKibbin, 300). Also, the attitudes 

towards birth control were determined by the medical opinions, which at that time were 

mostly ignorant. However, due to the developing technology, male contraceptives became 

more easily obtainable during the 1940s, though the working-class people were still rather 

sceptical towards this way of birth control. The hormonal contraceptives, known as the 

Pill, were introduced in 1963.  

The 20
th

 century in general was marked by the decline of religion. The trend of the 

falling practice seen in the 1920s was even more apparent after the end of the Second 

World War. It was especially obvious in the Protestant Churches. The number of their 

members fell rapidly, in contrast to the membership of the Catholic Church, which was 

slightly growing: while the Church had only about 3 million of members in 1940, their 

numbers rose to 4 million in 1957. On the other hand, the mass attendance was rapidly 

declining. One of the proposed reasons for the overall decline of religion was the process 

of secularization, which means a “shift across a range of human institutions, activities and 

beliefs from views rooted in the transcendental and supernatural to ones rooted in the 

present and natural world” (Royle, 392). The modern world offered constantly increasing 

possibilities of non-religious options, whether they were concerning scientific progress and 

explanation of the natural world, or activities for leisure time. And particularly in the post-
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war period people tended to choose the non-religious rather than religious. Religion had to 

perpetually compete with the range of options offered by the ever-growing market and thus 

itself became a consumer product. The fact that the Church had to exist in constantly 

growing secular environment caused a loss of traditional sense of religion. The main aim 

of the Church was no longer to bring people to seeking the transcendental, but rather to 

secure the survival of the institution: “Religion in the traditional sense of the quest for the 

supernatural or transcendental seems to have little part in the activities of many churches, 

which can often appear preoccupied with secular social welfare schemes or mere 

institutional survival” (Royle, 393). However, Christianity still seemed to be the basis of 

morality. The proof could be seen for example in the apparent refusal of extramarital sex. 

Though practiced, it was still considered to be immoral. However, in the 1950s there was 

an overall change of attitudes and the society became more open towards divorces.  

Immorality and the decline of religion was considered to be a cause of criminality. 

Other older theories looked for the causes of criminality either in hereditary inclination or 

in the influence of environment. The modern theories then insisted that there were no 

typical criminals. In the 20
th

 century and in the post-war era in particular, the nature of 

crime changed greatly. Mainly, the poverty was no longer a main reason of the committed 

offences. After the war, the total number of convictions seemed to be falling, however, 

there were more serious offences: “During the course of the twentieth century the lesser, 

poverty-related crimes decreased, and the more serious and organised crimes, with the 

exception of murder, increased” (Royle, 249). Although poverty ceased to be the main 

cause, the most frequent offence was theft, including burglary, mugging or shoplifting. The 

most frequent motive for criminality was considered to be the increasingly affluent society. 

People were becoming wealthier and possessed a larger amount of portable belongings, 

while the shops offered increasing number of consumer goods. This created a great 

opportunity for theft. Moreover, the increasing technological progress made fraud or 

forgery much easier than before. An increasing cause for concern in the post-war period 

was the increasing number of juvenile offences, as well as drug-related crimes: “New areas 

of crime, such as juvenile delinquency, drug offences and violence have dominated the 

attention of police and courts” (Cook, 114). The instability of traditional family life was 

considered to be the main reason for this new trend.  

The late 1920s and 1930s were significant for the beginning of the modern consumer 

society. While the hardships of the Second World War put the growth of affluence on 
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hiatus, the spending revolution of the 1930s resumed in the 1950s and 60s. The living 

standards of the society were once again improving with the growth of wages, including 

the standards of the working class. This change was, among others, very apparent in the 

proportion of shopping opportunities. Until the 1950s, the Co-operative movement – a 

chain of small stores established after 1860, selling groceries and later other goods – was 

largely expanding in Britain. However, in the growing market the Co-op could no longer 

compete. Neither could the corner shops: “Corner shops struggled, but many survived; the 

Co-operative movement faltered, caught between its commitment to small community 

shops and the competition of the large chain stores” (Royle, 321). Instead, the demands of 

the society gave opportunity to large chain stores. Therefore, the smaller businesses were 

often bought by their stronger rivals and thus capital was soon concentrated in fewer 

hands. Since the beginning of 1950s, many new shops grew on places that had been 

demolished by the Blitz during the war and new shopping arcades and pedestrian precincts 

were developed. There were also new types of shops, such as the self-service grocery 

stores, and services based on ‘buy now-pay later’ principle or hire purchase. The growth of 

consumerism was much easier due to the availability of advertising, which was possible 

largely thanks to television. Before the invention of television, the adverts had been 

broadcasted only during the commercial break in the cinema. However, since the mid 

1940s, people were being persuaded to spend their money on goods at their homes.  

The advertising also took a large part on the post-war social change. After the end of 

the war, a new generation emerged. They were too young to remember the hardships, 

poverty and unemployment of the two preceding wars and only knew the new affluent 

society. This was the cause of frequent discords between the younger and older 

generations, since the youth generation was considered to be too carefree. The change was 

apparent in the leisure time. While until the 1950s the free time used to be spent in dance 

halls or cinemas, the period of the 1950s offered more options: “Before the 1950s dance 

halls, the cinema and radio had given young people access to new forms of popular culture, 

but demographic changes in the later 1950s and 1960s, and the increasing affluence of 

many young people, created new opportunities for the creation of a rich and diverse youth 

culture, aided by the advertising industry” (Royle, 332-3). The advertising had a huge role 

in creating the new social group of the age of 10-19, which the media called ‘teenagers’. 

The fashion style of the youth was very specific, especially with the creation of the ‘Teddy 

boy’ in 1953, which was a style inspired by Edwardian clothing. This distinctive fashion 
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was, among others, promoted by a great number of teenage magazines. Also the 

development of pop-music was very important, specifically rock and roll music, which 

started in 1954 by the American singer Bill Haley. Another prominent figure in the music 

industry, who also had a great influence on the young generation, was Elvis Presley. The 

pop music was spread more easily due to the invention of a new format of records, which 

became quickly popular both for playing at home and on juke boxes in bars. Their 

popularity was published in weekly charts in New Musical Express magazine and, later, by 

television programmes. These new tendencies meant a creation of a new entertainment 

industry aimed prevailingly at young people.  
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3 The development of psychoactive substances in the 20
th

 century 

Before the 20
th

 century, there were only a few substances with powerful effects. Except for 

opium, none of these were used for treatments of diseases. The change of opinion can be 

explained by important turning points in pharmacology. One of these revolutions was the 

emergence of vaccines. They were first used in the 19
th

 century and contributed greatly to 

elimination of some diseases, such as smallpox, thus convincing the public of the benefits 

of modern medicine: “Vaccines helped convince the public that medicine is capable of 

producing drugs with very powerful and very selective beneficial effects” (Oakley, 7). 

Another important turning point that helped to secure people’s beliefs in the positives of 

medicine was the introduction of antibiotics. Antibiotics were first administered during the 

Second World War and their use helped to save many lives due to the prevention and 

treatment of infections, as well as diseases such as pneumonia or syphilis. The 

development of antibiotics further secured the public’s trust in pharmacology: “Antibiotics 

helped give us faith in drugs as real cures for serious illnesses” (Oakley, 7). Furthermore, 

the development of psychopharmacology in the 1950s when the first antipsychotic 

substances were introduced also contributed to the change of attitudes towards drugs. They 

allowed treatment of such diseases as schizophrenia. The invention of these drugs not only 

changed the treatment but also the attitudes towards mental illnesses. Due to this 

revolution, people found that mental processes could be positively affected by chemical 

substances. 

Finally, another progress in medicine which positively influenced the public belief in 

chemical substances was the development of oral contraceptives at the beginning of the 

1960s. The contraceptives further contributed to sexual revolution, which started in the 

1950s. They enabled not only greater sexual freedom, but also family planning, and 

allowed people to realize the possibility to chemically control their bodies: “With oral 

contraceptives, powerful chemicals clearly labelled as drugs were being used not to 

prevent or treat disease but were being used by healthy people to gain chemical control 

over their own bodies” (Oakley, 8). All of these revolutions in medicine were made 

possible by the advances in the chemical industry.  

The 20
th

 century is very significant for the transformation of treatment of mental 

disorders. Although the modern psychopharmacology appeared in the mid 1950s, there had 

been ways of treatment of mental illnesses even before this time. The first effective drug 

therapy of mental illnesses was demonstrated in 1917, when the treatment of malaria fever 
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proved to be beneficial for patients suffering from general paresis. The period of the 1920s 

then was known for treating depressions by barbiturates, which induced even a week-long 

sleep. This way of treatment was however available for the wealthy social classes only. 

Furthermore, barbiturates were used as a way to lower inhibitions and help a patient to 

relax during psychotherapy. At the beginning of the 1930s, patients suffering from 

schizophrenia were treated by insulin-induced comas. This experimental method was 

thought to be highly effective. Only later studies proved a rather high relapse-rate, thus 

ending this way of treatment. In 1934, another experimental way of treating schizophrenia 

was introduced: “Ladislas von Meduna believed, incorrectly, that no epileptic was 

schizophrenic, and no schizophrenic ever had epilepsy. Reasoning that the epileptic 

convulsions prevented the development of schizophrenia, he felt that inducing convulsions 

might have therapeutic value for schizophrenic patients” (Oakley, 187).  The patients were 

given a dosage of a convulsant drug Metrazol, causing epileptic-like condition and loss of 

consciousness, though this method was later abandoned and exchanged by 

electroconvulsive therapy.  

At the beginning of the 1950s, mental illnesses were managed by sedatives, since 

they were considered safer than barbiturates. Finally, the year 1955 saw the emergence of 

the substance Chlorpromazine. The drug was first used for surgeries instead of anaesthesia 

since it reduced emotionality in patients. Later, they were used for mentally ill patients. 

The names for this type of drugs differed: “The drugs were generally called tranquilizers, 

which some now think was an unfortunate term that focuses on the calming action and 

seems to imply sedation. Another term used was neuroleptic, meaning taking hold of the 

nervous system, a term implying an increased amount of control” (Oakley, 188). In modern 

medicine, these substances now carry the term antipsychotics as they reduce the psychotic 

symptoms. The first antidepressants appeared in 1952. Originally, this medication was 

used for patients suffering from tuberculosis. However, when it was proved that this 

substance causes elevation of mood, they were used for depressed patients since 1955. 

The attitude of the western culture towards psychoactive substances did not mean 

only an advance in medicine, but also an increase in the recreational use of drugs. While 

people tended to misuse substances of various kinds, there was a substantial change of 

attitudes towards hallucinogens. The hallucinogenic agents had been known for centuries. 

Even people in old civilizations, such as the Mayan civilization or Ancient Egypt, looked 

for substances in plants which were able to produce chemicals altering biochemistry. Their 
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main aim was the spiritual experience and therefore they found out how to use these plants 

to alter perceptions and emotions. These chemicals were known under different names. 

The period of the 1930s gave them the term phantastica, since the chemicals could 

substitute reality with a world of fantasy. On the other hand, during the 1960s they were 

labelled as psychedelics: “The term itself implies a beneficial, visionary type of effect 

about which there is considerable disagreement” (Oakley, 369). Another frequent name for 

hallucinogens is psychotomimetic drugs, which suggests their potential dangerous effects 

in producing mental disorders. All these terms can imply the different attitude of the public 

towards mind-altering substances.  

One of the oldest mind-altering substances is Mescaline, which is extracted from the 

Peyote cactus. This hallucinogen has a long history: “It was known that the Indians of New 

Mexico and Mexico had been using this cactus for religious purposes and that it was a 

hallucinogen of some sort” (Healy, 180-181). Mescaline was isolated from the peyote 

cactus in the 1890s and its synthetic form was discovered in 1918. For some time, it had 

been used for experiments on psychoactive effects, though its use was also for recreational 

purposes. Aldous Huxley was known for his experiments with Mescaline, which he 

depicted in his book The Doors of Perception (1954). Another widely-used hallucinogenic 

substance was psilocybin, which was found in psychedelic mushrooms. This substance 

also has a long history of religious and ceremonial use. In the late 1930s it was proved they 

were still used by some natives in Mexico. In the 1960s psilocybin was known for its 

recreational use, especially thanks to Timothy Leary, who first used psychedelic 

mushrooms in order to explore Oriental mysticism. He discussed their effects with Aldous 

Huxley: “Working at Harvard University, Leary collaborated with Dr. Richard Alpert and 

discussed the meaning and implication of this new world with Aldous Huxley” (Oakley, 

374). Finally, the most widely-known hallucinogenic substance was LSD. In contrast to 

mescaline and psilocybin, the lysergic acid diethylamide is a synthetic substance. It was 

first synthesized in 1938 in Switzerland, but its mind-altering effects were accidently 

discovered in 1943. Since its effects were very powerful and the needed dosage was 4000 

times smaller than the dosage of mescaline, it was soon used in biochemical psychiatry, 

and since 1947 its influence has been studied on humans. It was used to evoke psychotic 

states to find a treatment, as well as to study the subconscious in psychotherapy. The drug 

was also administered to terminally ill patients to help them come to terms with their own 

mortality. Its recreational use started in the 1960s, before it was banned in the 1970s. 
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The described effects of LSD frequently include modified perception, visual one in 

particular. The shapes often seem distorted and hallucinations are also common. Another 

experience of the LSD is synaesthesia – the mixing of senses. Also the sense of time is 

altered, as well as the perception of one’s own body. The individual’s emotionality is 

enhanced, either positively, when the images seem beautiful, or negatively, when the 

feelings of sadness or fear are frequent. One of the typical effects is a mystical experience: 

“Merging into a white light, a sense of timelessness within the eternal present, and a 

powerful interconnectedness of all existence are hallmarks of this state. There is the 

unshakable conviction that consciousness is not dependent upon the body and, 

subsequently, that death is not the end of consciousness” (Earlywine, 55). On the other 

hand, adverse effects of hallucinogens are also possible, including panic, flashbacks or 

prolonged psychotic states.  

It is clear that the turn in the opinion towards mind-altering drugs, whether used for 

psychopharmacology or recreation, was enabled by the development in chemical industry. 

While many of the substances could be found in nature, in the 20
th

 century there was a 

growing tendency to use synthetic agents. However, there was also the question of ethical 

context of biochemistry: “Our hubris and arrogance that technology can improve not only 

our material conditions but also our mental ones blind us to the moral content of the new 

area we have technologically created. We can control the rougher edges of human 

experience” (Keen, 121). The moral dilemma of how far can biochemistry go in changing 

the natural processes of the human body remains unsolved.  

There is also the issue of the increasing tendency of consumerism, which began in 

the 1930s, can be recognized even in medicine: “Psychopharmacology is usually practiced 

as a technology like laser surgery. The patient merely follows orders and receives the 

treatment. […] As a patient who asks for and gets such chemical fixes for his or her mental 

troubles, is the patient really any different from a customer in a bar?” (Keen, 123). The 

advances in psychopharmacology then quickly became a product on a market and in 1955 

it became possible to buy a cure for mental disorders.  
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4 The main ideas of selected Eastern philosophies 

The eastern streams of thinking are generally called Eastern philosophies. Sometimes the 

term Eastern religions is also used, since they mostly include both practical and ritualistic 

activities and moral codes. However, it is rather difficult to pinpoint the term ‘East’ and the 

area to which it refers. In general, the term Eastern philosophies labels the Islamic, 

Chinese, Japanese, Zoroastrian, Korean, Tibetan and Indian philosophies. Most of these 

philosophies date back before the beginning of Christianity. The philosophical and 

theological situation in Asia is very diverse, since the religions divided into a great number 

of schools. The interpretation of some of the religious texts can sometimes be rather 

ambiguous due to the difficulties in translation, especially in the texts using the 

ideographic writing system, such as Chinese. This chapter aims to explain the main 

concepts of four Eastern philosophies, namely Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism and 

Confucianism, since these streams are significant for one of the analysed novels.  

Hinduism is a structure consisting of several schools and local cults and their 

traditions. It is not possible to pinpoint a founder, since Hinduism stems from mythology. 

The central idea of Hinduism is the attainment of “moksha”, which can be translated as 

‘enlightenment’. The Hindu believe that the whole world, including the interpersonal 

relationships, gained knowledge and skills or material objects serving for human 

satisfaction, is merely an illusion (“maya”). The real world is always present, but is hidden 

and people therefore live in a permanent state of delusion. Only those who reach 

enlightenment can see the real state of things. Moksha is therefore the main goal in life of 

the Hindus. Hinduism recognizes three other basic goals, namely wealth, pleasure and 

duty. Although these goals are not generally considered to be negative, they can turn 

negative if they become the main aim in life: “None of these is viewed as reprehensible, 

per se, but if they become ends in themselves (which, as experience shows, they tend to 

do), maya triumphs” (Billington, 32). The three goals are positive only when serving to the 

attainment of moksha, yet very often they become a hindrance. An important feature of 

moksha is the fact that it can be achieved by anybody. Maya can be explained as a state of 

ignorance and knowledge, both in the sense of gathering experience and intuitive 

knowledge, is considered to be its opposite. However, according to the Hindus, not even 

knowledge is sufficient to achieve enlightenment, since it concerns only the realm of the 

material, and therefore relative, world.  
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The Hindus recognize four states of consciousness, namely the waking state, 

dreaming sleep and dreamless sleep. The fourth state is called “turiya”, which is translated 

as ‘the fourth’. This state is referred to as divine, absolute consciousness and it is said to be 

inexpressible by words. The insight only comes with experience. The divine consciousness 

brings bliss at finally being disengaged from all thoughts, fears or anxieties that the 

everyday world brings. The fourth state of consciousness can be reached through 

meditation. Therefore, mediation is the direct route to moksha.  

Buddhism is a prevailing philosophy in a large area of Asia, such as Thailand, 

Burma, Sri Lanka, as well as China, Japan or Korea. This philosophy is based on teachings 

of Siddharta Gautama, who lived between the 600 – 400 BC and by his followers is known 

as the Buddha, which is translated as ‘the awaken one’. In his search for the end of 

suffering, he spent several years with the ascetics, who saw the liberation from all suffering 

in self-denial. However, the ascetic life did not bring the requested result and therefore he 

chose the way of meditation. Finally, after meditating for forty-nine days under the Bodhi-

tree, he reached the enlightenment, nirvana, which is a state equivalent to the fourth state 

of consciousness in Hinduism. 

There are two streams of Buddhism, called Theravada and Mahayana. While 

Theravada is the main philosophy in southern Asia, Mahayana is more common in China, 

Japan, Vietnam and Tibet. The main difference between the two schools is the extent of 

modification in the presentation of Buddha’s teachings. There is a great dispute between 

the schools about the view of an ideal person to achieve the enlightenment. In Theravada, 

it is the “arhat”, which is translated as ‘the Worthy one’. It is the person who reaches the 

highest point of the path and enters nirvana: “For him there is ‘no more learning’; all 

defilements and passions have been finally extinguished: he enters nirvana confident of 

salvation, which is full extinction, achieved by his own efforts” (Billington, 72). This 

individual then sets an example for others to follow. On the other hand, in Mahayana, the 

ideal person is called “bodhisattva”, which means ‘enlightenment being’. This person 

achieves enlightenment but voluntarily postpones the final entry into nirvana to help others 

on their way to liberation.  It is a person of wisdom, acting as a guide for others. While in 

Theravada enlightenment is accessible only for monks, Mahayana promises liberation for 

all. Moreover, Mahayana is not only more open to the possibility of gaining Buddhahood, 

but also offers a deeper sense of compassion (karuna) and understanding for those in need: 

“Compassion, which along with wisdom is one of the two virtues pursued by the 
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bodhisattva and perfectly attained by the Buddha. […] We come to think of the whole of 

the sentinent world as an appropriate object of our compassion, a feeling only perfectly 

attainable by a Buddha” (Leaman, 162).  

The Chinese Buddhist tradition is referred to as ‘Ch’an’, which also has an 

equivalent in Japan, known as ‘Zen’. The aim of this stream is “enlightenment as 

experienced by the Buddha under the Bodhi-tree” (Billington, 74). The most certain way 

towards this goal is meditation, while everything else is merely a hindrance. It is 

impossible to determine how long meditation is needed, or describe direct steps to 

enlightenment. The experience cannot be achieved empirically but intuitively. Zen 

Buddhism rejects intellectual debates as a way to liberation, as well as following rituals 

and sacred writings. The main emphasis is on spontaneity and intuitive knowledge.  

Before the arrival of Buddhism in China in the first century BCE, there were many 

different philosophical schools coexisting or blending. Two of the major schools were 

Taoism and Confucianism. These philosophical streams were significant for a strong 

element of humanism and value of the life on Earth. Rather than personal development, 

they emphasised the value of interpersonal relationships and social empathy. While other 

philosophies and religions stressed the esoteric pursuit and were rather detached from 

mundane activities, Taoism and Confucianism are more concerned with everyday life.  

Taoism is based on the writings of Lao Tzu, the founder of the philosophy, who 

collected his thoughts in the book Tao Te Ching. The philosophy of Taoism is based on the 

concept of Tao, which can be translated as ‘Way’. It not only means the way of  moral 

behaviour, but also carries a metaphysical meaning, where Tao is the fundamental creative 

power: “The Tao is the all-embracing origin of all things, the first principle from which all 

appearances arise; it is the ground of being, the underlying reality that sustains the universe 

and makes possible its ongoing existence and activity” (Billington, 90). While 

unsubstantial and intangible, Tao is the source of every existence. Taoism believes that 

there is a law inherent to every existence. Everything that was created in the Tao must 

inevitably return to its origin. The concept of return is sometimes explained as living in the 

harmony, which is connected with the yin and yang forces: “When anything reaches one 

extreme it reverses from it and moves towards the other extreme, and so on continuously” 

(Billington, 92). Life is therefore a constant move from one extreme to another. Another 

interpretation explains the return as reinstating the original simplicity and offers an ideal of 

a human being as an individual without pretentiousness and pretence.  
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The second major school in China was the philosophy of Confucianism. The name is 

derived from the founder of the philosophy K’ung Tzu, or rather his Latinised form 

Confucius. He lived from 551 to 479 BCE and the philosophy is based on his writings, 

namely on the compilation of his thoughts the Analects. The central idea of Confucianism 

is harmonious life and interpersonal relationships: “The question that was raised was how 

human beings ought to live, what place human beings have in the world, as a consequence 

of the fundamental question as to how social harmony is possible” (Leaman, 135). 

Therefore, the main concern is rather with ethics than with metaphysics. The main aim of 

the philosophy was to give advices for everyday life.  

Confucianism distinguishes two basic human qualities: loving kindness and 

propriety. Loving kindness is explained to contain all qualities that allow people to behave 

ideally towards each other. The main qualities are empathy and sympathy for others. The 

well-being of others should become one’s main aim. This quality is frequently interpreted 

as respect for people, followed by loyalty and a sense of mutuality. In his thoughts, 

Confucius is also very explicit in the emphasis on respect for the old, which became a 

central feature of the Chinese philosophy. However, mere kindness is not sufficient for 

harmonious relationships. Therefore, the other human quality, propriety, is also essential. 

According to Confucius, without propriety, kindness would degenerate into simplistic 

sentimentality. To act with propriety, one needs to acquire wisdom. Propriety then means 

that nothing is done in excess and the ideal individual is  honest, upright and righteous in 

their actions: “To express propriety in one’s dealing with others, therefore, means that 

nothing is done in excess, whether in words or in actions” (Billington, 122). These 

qualities of an ideal individual are, however, focused on one’s friends and family as 

Confucius stresses it is not necessary to repay evil with kindness.  

After Confucius, the philosophy was further developed by his follower Mencius. His 

approach was more idealistic. Confucius claimed that human nature was inherently neutral 

and each person’s nature was developed in consequence of their previous actions and 

stressed the importance of education: “Above all, he held that the most certain route to 

goodness lay along the path of education. The broadening of the mind that this would 

ensure would enable a person more comprehensively to show loving kindness, observe the 

proprieties and express righteousness in his or her dealings” (Billington, 127). On the other 

hand, Mencius held a more optimistic approach as he viewed a human being as inherently 

good and altruistic and only due to circumstances their good nature can become distorted.  
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5 Utopias and dystopias in the first half of the 20
th

 century 

The origins of the term utopia reach back to the beginning of the 16
th

 century. The name 

was created by Thomas More from the Greek “o” (not) and “topos” (place), therefore the 

exact translation is “no-place” or “no-where”. More used the word for the name of his 

fictional work Utopia (1516), which depicted an imaginary island representing the ideal 

social arrangement. Since that time, utopia has been used as a name for a fictional text 

describing an imaginary place with supposedly perfectly working society. The reason for 

creating such work is the discontent with contemporary conditions. It aims to point out 

current social problems and offers a possible solution: “[…] the author perceives certain 

problems or defects in his or her own society, and sets out to picture an alternative society, 

which may represent its author’s idea of a qualitatively better arrangement” (Pintér, 4). 

While dissatisfied with the contemporary state of society, the author has a strong belief in 

better future. When highlighting the current issues, utopia frequently makes use of satire 

and irony. Though utopias have a rich tradition, the interwar period of the 20
th

 century 

could see a decline of the utopian genre. The reason for the crisis of utopia was the belief 

that a radical turn for the better is no longer possible due to the current happenings and 

social changes. The main point of the 20
th

 century utopian novels was therefore the 

importance of collective life and social relationships rather than of economic progress, 

individualism and competition.  

Dystopia is frequently seen as an inverted image of utopia. The name is derived from 

the Greek “dys-“ and “topos”, which can be translated as “bad-place”. Sometimes, also the 

term anti-utopia is used as a synonym. Similarly to utopia, dystopia arises from criticism of 

contemporary social and political organization and points out problematic issues and also 

gives an alternative arrangement. In contrast to utopia, this new arrangement presents a 

reality worse than the contemporary one. The aim of dystopian literature is to warn against 

the consequences of current lifestyle. However, contrary to utopias, the authors of dystopia 

do not believe in radical reforms: “Dystopias usually aim at two different targets: they 

criticize contemporary social reality and its hampering of the human potential, but at the 

same time reject the miraculous solution advocated by certain political reformers or 

utopian writers by demonstrating that the purportedly better social institutions produce a 

miserable way of life” (Pintér, 137). Therefore, while administering similar methods as 

utopias, such as irony and satire, the presented picture carries a dark tone. Dystopias 
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emerged in the first half of the 20
th

 century. The reason for the spread of dystopian 

literature is seen in the waning belief in future, caused by current issues such as the two 

World Wars, economic depression, growing strength of totalitarian ideologies or fear of 

technological civilization.  

H. G. Wells is frequently considered to be the forerunner of dystopia, and at the same 

time, he had a great influence on science fiction literature. His works often blended science 

fiction with utopia while at the same time presented his pessimistic view of the state of the 

future world, thus inspiring many dystopian writers of the 20
th

 century, such as Yevgeny 

Zamiatin, Aldous Huxley or George Orwell. His works When the Sleeper Wakes (1899) or 

The First Man on the Moon (1901) became the most influential anti-utopias and many of 

their features appeared in following dystopias. His works from the beginning of the 20
th

 

century turn from “scientific romances to social and political problems, producing fiction 

and nonfiction alike in which he propagated his ideas as a means to forestall such gloomy 

developments that he himself had envisioned in earlier dystopias” (Pintér, 144). As such, 

Wells’ work helped to give rise to dystopian novels which incorporated social themes into 

science fiction.  

A very frequent theme in dystopias was the fear of the growing influence of 

ideologies and of the reign of totalitarian regimes. One of the earliest authors warning 

against the rule of a small part of society was Jack London in his work The Iron Heel 

(1905). It described the rule of oligarchy after the break of the U.S. society. During the 

1930s, the dystopian authors, affected by the rising power of fascist Germany, focused on 

anti-fascist novels. Anti-fascist themes can be found in the work It can’t Happen Here 

(1935) by Sinclair Lewis, who described the totalitarian control in the United States based 

on social and economic reform and the struggle of an individual against the regime. 

Similarly, Katherine Burdekin in her work Swastika Night (1935) depicted a future 

imaginary world after the victory of Adolf Hitler. Both authors portrayed societies where a 

master race dominates the greater part of humanity, which is considered inferior and they 

expressed fear of such aspirations: “The fear that such a “dream” might still have its 

followers in the West motivated Lewis and Burdekin, as it did Virginia Woolf’s Three 

Guineas, which could also be read as some kind of non-fictional dystopian warning against 

fascism, exploring the potentially fascist elements of the patriarchal society of 1930s 

England” (Gottlieb, 9). Another author concerned with the rise of fascism was Karel Čapek 

in his work War with the Newts (1936). His novel is a satirical allegory depicting the 
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enslaving and exploitation of an intelligent breed of newts and their subsequent rebellion, 

which ensues in war between humans and the newts. Once again, the novel aims to warn 

against the growing Nazi and fascist tendencies.  

However, dystopian novelists did not express solely their anti-fascist attitude but also 

their fear of the growing power of the Communist party. This apprehension can be found in 

the works of Yevgeny Zamiatin. In his novel We (1921) the author described a future 

society completely controlled and supervised by the government. Zamiatin created an 

imaginary world where people live in a city situated under a glass dome. The citizens live 

in glass cages, which enable easy surveillance. The control is also visible in the prison-like 

order enhanced by identical clothing and numbers instead of names. Resistance against the 

system is suppressed by conditioning. Such a bleak vision presents the author’s fear of 

totalitarian regime: “Written in 1920, only three years after the revolution and almost a 

decade before the Stalinist consolidation of terror, We also projects its writer’s fear of a 

fully totalitarian rule almost ten years ahead of its realization” (Gottlieb, 7). Similar anti-

communist warning was expressed by Andrei Platonov in his novel The Foundation Pit 

(1930). The work is a blend of surrealism, allegory and folkloristic elements and though it 

does not depict a future world, its aim is to warm against a society of collective 

consciousness, mass hysteria and megalomania. The foundation pit is a metaphor for a 

future dream where “individual, private life is to be eliminated completely” (Gottlieb, 

153). This society is driven by “The Main Person in the city” and the rule is manifested 

through slogans, directives, class segregation and deportation or wrongful accusations of 

sabotage to keep a semblance of justice.  

A similar image of a society where citizens were fully controlled by the state was 

described in an imaginary future world created by George Orwell in his best-known work 

Nineteen Eighty-four (1949). In Orwell’s dystopia, the ruling Inner Party achieved the total 

uniformity of opinion by systematic use of violence and terror against the citizens to 

promote socialist ideals. The masses were intentionally held in poverty and ignorance to 

ensure their obedience. Rather than criticizing the socialist ideal altogether, the novel 

reflects the author’s fear of its possible exploitation: “Orwell’s bitter satire of Stalin’s 

system does not signify disillusionment with the socialist ideal, rather concern about the 

betrayal of this ideal” (Gottlieb, 79). The novel reflects not only the author’s worry about 

the autonomy of an individual within the state, but also a concern about the post-war world 



30 
 

division into spheres of influence and the threat superpowers might represent to the 

independence of smaller countries.  

Another well-known dystopian writer describing the oppressive character of the 

political system is Ray Bradbury in his work Fahrenheit 451 (1953). This work is 

generally seen as a work of science fiction, but it also manifests elements of dystopia. The 

plot is set in an unspecified future, in which the world is affected by two atomic wars. In 

this future world Bradbury created, the government guarantees the stability of the society 

through the elimination of critical thinking.  The state intentionally keeps people in 

ignorance in order to create a society of equals. This is achieved by the ban on reading and 

writing and by burning books. The destruction of books creates a society without past: 

“Like Zamiatin’s, Huxley’s, and Orwell’s dystopias, Fahrenheit 451 is a society that 

denies its past; it has no records of past events, no books, no documents, and as a result, no 

framework for personal memory” (Gottlieb 89). People in this society are brainwashed by 

the state. An individual who manifests signs of not adhering to the rules of the system is 

persecuted not only by the state, but also by their peers. However, contrary to other 

dystopian novels, the rebellion of the main protagonist against the government in 

Bradbury’s work is successful.  

However, not every dystopian novel depicts a rule of a totalitarian society. A number 

of authors portrayed bleak future which is not necessarily caused by a totalitarian regime. 

One of these writers was Anthony Burgess. His novel A Clockwork Orange (1962), set in a 

near future, is characterized by extreme violence of the young generation. They spend their 

leisure time by using synthetic drugs and committing acts of violence for entertainment. In 

order to reform the criminals and to prevent their further criminal behavior, the state 

devises an experimental method of conditioning. This method is supposed to create an 

aversion to violence. The main protagonist is subjected to this method but although he 

rejects violence, at the same time he is unable to integrate into normal life.  The 

conditioning makes him less than human since it divests him of his free choice. 

Nevertheless, the method proves to be unsuccessful and he returns to his previous life. 

A frequent theme in dystopian novels is the concern about technological progress. 

One of such works is Karel Čapek’s play R.U.R (1920). The play can be considered a 

social science fiction as it discusses a possible negative impact of technology on humanity. 

It takes the reader into a future in which the scientific development enabled the creation of 

artificial people. The result of the growing production of robots is not only the decline of 
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human births, but also the revolt of the machines and their complete takeover over the 

world. The negative side of the technical progress was also reflected in Kurt Vonnegut’s 

Player Piano (1951). This dystopian novel characterizes future mechanized society which 

has no need for human workers. Since production is fully computer-driven, the vast 

majority of citizens is redundant and therefore unemployed: “This social transformation, 

which is tantamount to making the population feel superfluous, is sanctioned by a state 

religion based on machine worship, ministered to by a very small elite of technocrats and 

managers under the aegis of the national holy trinity, Efficiency, Economy, and Quality” 

(Gottlieb, 95). As such, the machines, which were supposed to help increase the living 

standard, only destroy human dignity.  
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6 The World State in Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World 

Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World (further abbreviated as BNW in quotations) was 

published in 1932 and it is his best-known and most influential novel. As other dystopian 

novels also this work serves as the author’s warning against a possible bleak future of 

humanity. Huxley’s novel was inspired by the science fiction of H. G. Wells, as well as by 

contemporary issues, such as technological advance, growth of the consumer society and 

spread of totalitarian ideologies. The cautionary message of the work is supposed to warn 

the readers against the results of science becoming a tool of the totalitarian regime in order 

to maintain the stability of the system. To deliver the message, the first six chapters of 

Brave New World portray a seemingly utopian future world and the readers are presented 

with a neutral point of view. This utopian vision is then further enhanced in following 

chapters, in which the modern society is contrasted with the primitive life of the 

Reservation. However, the remaining part of the novel is conveyed from the point of view 

of an individual to finally demonstrate the negative features of the society.  

Huxley depicts an imaginary world set several hundred years in the future, 

specifically in 2540 A.D, 635 years after the first production of Ford’s T-Model (635 After 

Ford). The society is based on a global system, known as the World State, directed by a 

very small number of people. It is divided into ten zones, each is managed by a local 

World Controller. The Controllers represent the highest authority: “The World Controller 

is vested with such a supreme authority that he seems to wield almost magical power. He 

can apparently do whatever he wants, and although the existence of a Controller’s Council 

is mentioned, Mond seems to have no controlling authority above him” (Pintér, 158). The 

character of Mustapha Mond, the World Controller for Western Europe, is shown as the 

most influential and powerful person of the London society, a source of wisdom, morally 

superior, who supposedly decides for the greater good of his subjects. It is partially through 

Mond’s lecture to his students that the readers familiarize themselves with the history and 

workings of the system.  

In describing the history of the World State, Huxley clearly gains inspiration in the 

happenings of his age, specifically the First World War and the economic crisis at the end 

of the 1920s. According to Mond’s lecture, the current functioning of the World State is 

the result of The Nine Years’ War and subsequent economic depression: “The Nine Years’ 

War, the great Economic Collapse. There was a choice between World Control and 

destruction” (BNW, 41). These two issues justified the dictatorship of the World 
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Controllers, who allegedly acted in sake of the stability of the society. However, such turn 

meant the destruction of terms such as liberty or democracy since they were deemed 

“inefficient and miserable” for the world control (BNW, 40).  

The world portrayed in the first chapters of the novel can at first sight seem as a 

fulfilled utopian dream. The society is stable and allegedly happy. Huxley’s description of 

the World State includes elements that coincide with the ideals of Communism, such as a 

presence of a totalitarian regime, abolition of private property, state directed economy or 

propaganda. Aside from the totalitarian government, one indication of the ideology is the 

frequent use of slogans. One of the central World State’s mottos, which the readers can 

find in the very first lines of the novel, is “COMMUNITY, IDENTITY, STABILITY” 

(BNW, 1). This motto is the expression of the whole World State’s philosophy. The stress 

on community, identity and uniformity, apparent throughout the novel, reached such an 

extent there is no room for individuality. On the contrary, individuality is considered 

dangerous for the stability of the system. Uniformity is manifested in all spheres of life, 

such as work or leisure time or clothing: “Like aphides and ants, the leaf-green Gamma 

girls, the black Semi-Morons swarmed round the entrances, or stood in queues to take their 

places in the monorail tramcars. Mulberry-coloured Beta-Minuses came and went among 

the crowd” (BNW, 54). The novel frequently describes the World State’s citizens as a 

homogeneous, always perfectly organized mass. The importance of the well-being of the 

whole community is apparent also in the approach to death and dying, which is 

considerably different from the usual concept. Death is seen from a utilitarian point of 

view since the dead bodies are further used for the extraction of phosphorous: “Fine to 

think we can go on being socially useful even after we’re dead. Making plants grow” 

(BNW, 63). This attitude is a sign of the instilled values of collectivism. Further hint on the 

inspiration by Communism can be recognized in the names of the characters, such as 

Lenina, Trotzky, or Marx.  

Another prominent feature following the idea of Communism is the lack of private 

property: “In Brave New World there is no private property; the workers have reached a 

comfortable living standard and a sense of eternal well-being; no one is exploited 

economically. The means of production and the goods produced are not in the hands of the 

capitalists” (Gottlieb, 75). Production and consumption is centrally planned and all citizens 

work for a common goal, which is the stability of the society, while the World State 

accommodates their needs. The lack of private ownership then results in the elimination of 
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the economic distinction among classes. Nevertheless, the classes are still present in the 

World State and there is a strong sense of class consciousness, but the difference is not 

based on economic status. 

The setting of the novel into the future gives Huxley a great opportunity to explore 

the impact of scientific progress. Technological development depicted in Brave New World 

mirrors the advance of technology during the inter-war period. In Huxley’s age, many 

inventions introduced before the First World War were produced in great numbers. More 

people could afford to own a car, aircrafts were used for commercial purposes and the 

chemical industry produced new synthetic materials. More funds were invested into 

scientific research. All of these features are reflected in Huxley’s novel, though with 

negative overtones. Huxley depicts a modern society which is completely controlled by 

technological advance. It shows the way technology and science can be exploited by a 

totalitarian regime. As such, science became an instrument of the system to retain its 

dominance over the masses. The principal event in the history of his imaginary world was 

the introduction of the assembly line by Henry Ford, which enabled mass production. The 

importance of Ford’s reformation of production is also reflected in a new calendar system 

the World State uses, which considers the year of Ford’s Model T manufacture as the first 

year of a new era.  The life in World State is described as a life-style of comfort and well-

being. A very prominent feature is the development of transportation. Rather than using 

cars, the higher classes of the World State travel by helicopters: “He started the engines 

and threw the helicopter screws into gear. The machine shot vertically into the air. Henry 

accelerated; the humming of the propeller shrilled from hornet to wasp, from wasp to 

mosquito; the speedometer showed that they were rising at the best part of two kilometres 

a minute” (BNW, 52). On the other hand, the most frequent way of transportation of the 

lower classes is a monorail tram. Transcontinental flights are also very common.  

The technological advancement is apparent in all areas of life in the World State. 

Similarly to Huxley’s period, there is an immense improvement of living conditions. 

Everything is described as clean and comfortable in order to keep the citizens satisfied: 

“Liquid air, television, vibro-vacuum massage, radio, boiling caffeine solution, hot 

contraceptives and eight different kinds of scent were laid on in every bedroom” (BNW, 

86). However, although comfortable, the environment frequently seems rather sterile and 

soulless as everything is identical. Progress is also noticeable in leisure activities and 

entertainment. The growing popularity of the cinema and commercial radio broadcast in 
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Huxley’s period is once again transferred into his work. Music in the World State is 

produced by a Synthetic Music machine while the films were transformed into a media, 

known as the Feelies, affecting all human senses, offering life-like experience: “I hear the 

new one at the Alhambra is first-rate. There’s a love scene on a bearskin rug; they say it’s 

marvellous. Every hair of the bear reproduced. The most amazing tactual effects” (BNW, 

29). Another popular leisure time activity in the World State is Electromagnetic or 

Obstacle golf. No other ways of entertainment are mentioned. Moreover, when discussing 

their leisure time, the characters already assume their partner did one of the above 

mentioned activities, signifying the lack of other choices.  

The most important area affected by technological development is the production of 

people. In Brave New World human births are substituted by factory production and thus 

people are made in hatcheries. Once again, this process was made possible not only by the 

research of human evolution and gestation, but also by the development of the assembly 

line. The hatchery is described as a large, almost completely mechanized, laboratory, 

where people are bred in plastic bottles: “In the Bottling Room all was harmonious bustle 

and ordered activity. Flaps of fresh sow’s peritoneum ready cut to the proper size came 

shooting up in little lifts from the Organ Store in the sub-basement. Whizz and then, click! 

the lift-hatches flew open” (BNW, 6). Human production is a very complex process 

supervised by a Director of Hatcheries and Conditioning and during the manufacture 

precautions are taken to ensure that people gain not only proper physical qualities but also 

mental attributes according to their pre-destined class. The mental characteristics of each 

class is given by the amount of oxygen the embryos are given, since the lower classes used 

for manual labour do not need to be as intelligent as higher classes. Factory production and 

conditioning are the first steps to harmonious and stable society: “[There is] a harmony 

within the hierarchy of lower and higher attributes in the personality and of the lower and 

higher classes in society. In Huxley’s world the scientist guarantees this harmony by 

making sure that human beings are produced genetically and conditioned through their 

early years to “fit” their pre-established status as Alphas, Betas, Deltas, Gammas, and 

Epsilons” (Gottlieb, 77). Another result of the production of people is an absolute decline 

of families. On the contrary, the idea of having birth parents is preposterous and downright 

shameful, same as the idea of natural births.  

As there is no family to supply education and instil basic moral values, this process is 

substituted by conditioning in the Conditioning centre. Since early infancy, children are 
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shaped according to their class membership and the requirements of the regime. One part 

of the conditioning takes place in the “NEO-PAVLOVIAN CONDITIONING ROOM” 

where children are molded to respond appropriately to certain stimuli. For instance, they 

are taught to hate books. Even more important part of the conditioning is realized by 

hypnopaedia. During this process basic values of the society, such as class consciousness, 

are inculcated: “’. . . all wear green’ said a soft but very distinct voice, beginning in the 

middle of a sentence, ‘and Delta children wear khaki. Oh no, I don’t want to play with 

Delta children. And Epsilons are still worse. They’re too stupid to be able to read or write. 

Besides, they wear black, which is such a beastly colour. I’m so glad I’m a Beta” (BNW, 

22). The conditioning to be satisfied with one’s social position is essential for the 

functioning of the World State system. The characters are then frequently seen to utter 

some of the slogans without realizing they are not conveying their own thoughts but rather 

subconsciously learned ideas. 

There are also other ways besides conditioning by which the World State maintains 

the peaceful working of the society. One of them is once again a reflection of a social 

phenomenon of Huxley’s own period. While during the 1920s and 30s the spread of 

consumerism was an effect of the increasing production, in Brave New World 

consumerism is a tool of the regime to keep its subjects satisfied. To remain stable, the 

government strives to keep an appropriate level of consumption: “But industrial 

civilization is only possible when there’s no self-denial. Self-indulgence up to the very 

limits imposed by hygiene and economics. Otherwise the wheels stop turning” (BNW, 

208). Therefore, the society is lead to adhere to controlled hedonism. They are well used to 

a pleasing life where everything is accessible and comfortable without the need for 

limitation. However, the support of self-indulgence is not necessary solely to keep the 

citizens content, but also to maintain the level of production. The system uses various tools 

to assure people are spending as much as possible. One of them is the above mentioned 

hypnopaedia, during which the children are taught that “ending is better than mending” 

(BNW, 43). Another strategy the government uses to stimulate consumption is providing 

the citizens only with supported choices for leisure activities which require use of further 

consumer goods. An example of an inconvenient activity which the regime eliminated 

within the lower castes was an interest in nature, since it did not stimulate the state 

economy.  
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An example of another state-supported self-indulgence is promiscuity. In Huxley’s 

World State there is not only a complete absence of a traditional family, but also a lack of 

monogamous life style. Although people are no longer born naturally, active sexual life is 

encouraged from an early age. Moreover, promiscuity is not only supported, but even 

ordered by the government. On the other hand, monogamy is frowned upon: “And you 

know how strongly the DHC objects to anything intense or long-drawn. Four months of 

Henry Foster, without having another man – why, he’d be furious if he knew . . .” (BNW, 

35). The reason for this intolerance of romantic love is the inconvenience of strong feelings 

among the citizens. These values are once again so firmly instilled by conditioning that the 

idea of a monogamous lifestyle of past societies is regarded as absurd.  

Perhaps the most significant device for a stable society is a synthetic drug known as 

soma. It is a highly addictive substance and while a smaller dosage causes good mood and 

relaxation, higher dosages can induce sleep, allegedly without side effects. In the World 

State, soma is ever present: it is served in canteens, provided in hotel rooms and every 

citizen always carries a supply sufficient for the day. For common people of every class, 

the substance is a way to escape from everyday problems and they use it every time they 

face a difficult situation, as well as a means of relaxation after work. Larger dosages are 

used after a traumatic situation when people are encouraged to take so-called soma 

holiday: “Soma invariably relaxes people and cheers them up while, when taken in a larger 

dose, it reliably puts them to sleep. Lenina goes on an “soma holiday” for almost a whole 

day after the shocking experiences in the Reservation, and she tranquilizes herself with 

soma again after the disappointing date with John at the feelies” (Pintér, 169). The 

substance is a natural part of life in the World State and reluctance to use soma is 

considered unreasonable. For the regime, soma represents a useful device that guarantees 

smooth working of the society. Since it is a tool to ensure obedience of the subjects, it is 

also used as a reward for labour among the lower castes. Positive effects of soma are 

stressed during conditioning and it is further promoted by various slogans.  

Religion is another phenomenon discussed in Brave New World. In original sense, 

religion worked as a source of answers for happenings which were otherwise inexplicable 

and as such, it provided people with a sense of security and assurance their life had a 

higher meaning. However, this notion is no longer compatible with the life in the World 

State where people are universally happy. In such a world, religion is superfluous. In 

Huxley’s imaginary society, religion is substituted with an artificial concept, which 
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predominantly serves to the system. In Brave New World, there is no God or other deity. 

Instead, people are taught, or rather conditioned, to worship Henry Ford as the one who 

gave them not only a new means of production but also introduced them to happiness as 

the ultimate goal of living: “Our Ford Himself did a great deal to shift the emphasis from 

truth and beauty to comfort and happiness” (BNW 201). While people are not even aware a 

concept of God existed in the past, Ford’s name appears frequently throughout a novel as a 

deity: prominent people are referred to as “our fordship” and the crosses were transformed 

into letter T, in tribute to Ford’s T Model and instead of bells, the hours are sounded by 

trumpets calling Ford’s name. All citizens are obliged to attend so called Solidarity 

Services, which is a substitute for a traditional Mass. These services are described as rituals 

functioning to reinforce the class consciousness as well as the loyalty to the regime and 

usually end in a drug-induced sexual orgy.  

It is not only religion that is overcome by the artificial in Brave New World, but also 

art. In the original meaning, art is an instrument of expression. Through art, the artist 

means to convey a message or emotion. It is a way to express their experience of reality, or 

rather their interpretation of reality. Simultaneously, the goal is to affect the emotions and 

senses of the audience. The concept of art is also transformed in Brave New World. In the 

World State, strong emotions are supressed and substituted by soma experience. With the 

absence of feelings, there is nothing to convey. Furthermore, people in the modern society 

would be unable to understand the emotions the work of art strives to express. Therefore, 

art in the former sense is no longer present and it is replaced by superficial mass 

entertainment which is another tool of the system. Its task is to encourage consumption. 

For this reason it is strictly censored and only new forms of art are allowed since the 

society has no use for old things: “Beauty’s attractive, and we don’t want people to be 

attracted by old things. We want them to like the new ones” (BNW, 193). This is reflected 

in the overall ban of classical literature as well as the destruction of museums. By the 

prohibition of everything old, the State becomes a society without past. The remaining art 

is also used as a tool for the World State’s propaganda, for which a whole department is 

dedicated: “Then came the Bureaux of Propaganda by Television, by Feeling Picture, and 

by synthetic Voice and Music respectively – twenty-two floors of them” (BNW, 56). Also 

the newspaper industry succumbed to the state censorship and there are only three 

remaining newspapers, each of them aimed at a particular class.  
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7 The Reservation in Brave New World 

The first chapters of Huxley’s Brave New World describe the imaginary society in a rather 

neutral point of view, which allows the readers to make an unbiased opinion since they do 

not follow a particular character. For most of the society portrayed in the novel, the 

outlined world seems as a well-working utopia. The utopian image is then emphasized by 

contrasting the society to the Reservation in next two chapters: “The second structural unit 

takes us to the Reservation to create the counterpoint: it juxtaposes the ultramodern world 

of London 651 AF and the dirty, backward, unhygienic world of the Reservation” 

(Gottlieb, 66).  The Reservation is depicted in a strongly negative tone and as such works 

as a mirror image to the World State.  

The whole region of the Reservation is said to be rather extensive. Similarly to the 

division of the World State into ten zones, also the area of the Reservation is divided into 

four Sub-Reservations, altogether counting over five hundred thousand square kilometres. 

The Sub-Reservation presented in the novel is located in New Mexico. A very prominent 

feature of the Reservation is the fact that it is surrounded by high-voltage electric fences to 

keep it strictly separate from the modern civilization. The reason for the fences is to 

prevent the inhabitants of the Reservation to enter the civilized society: “’To touch the 

fence is instant death,’ pronounced the Warden solemnly. ‘There is no escape from a 

Savage Reservation’” (BNW, 89). The use of the word escape in this statement already 

suggests the unpleasant living conditions of the area and the fact that the World State 

civilization is supposedly superior.  

The purpose of the Reservation for the State is unexplained in the novel. Children at 

school are taught that natural conditions of these districts are simply too dire to become a 

place of residence of the modern society: “In the Beta-Minus geography room John learnt 

that ‘a savage reservation is a place which, owning to unfavourable climate or geological 

conditions, or poverty of natural resources, has not been worth the expense of civilizing’” 

(BNW, 141). Such explanation insinuates that these areas were simply uninteresting for the 

World State. However, the level of scientific progress and economic stability reached at 

this point contradicts this statement since improving the living conditions of the 

Reservations would have been a simple task: “It is difficult to imagine, however, that the 

World State, with its almost infinite financial and economic resources, would find it too 

expensive to improve the living conditions of a few thousand natives” (Pintér, 161).  

Another possible purpose of the Reservation is scientific research, for which the strange 
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living habits of the uncivilized inhabitants can be attractive. However, this notion is once 

again improbable since it is said there has been minimal contact between the World State 

citizens and the natives. It is also insinuated that there were harsh measures taken against 

the people living in the Reservation to maintain their obedience: “’And remember,’ he 

added reassuringly to Lenina, ‘they’re perfectly tame; savages won’t do you any harm. 

They’ve got enough experience of gas bombs to know that they mustn’t play any tricks’” 

(BNW, 91). Moreover, there is not much information known about the natives, signifying 

not much of a research has been pursued. The fact that Bernard and Lenina undertake a 

journey to the Reservation as a way of an interesting holiday indicates the area serves as a 

rarity for people to visit and realize not only their superiority above the primitive society 

but also the comfortable way of their lives: “The visit of Bernard and Lenina suggests the 

idea that the Reservation may have been preserved as a kind of curiosity, a human zoo or 

safari park, which “civilized” people can visit to be amazed and horrified by the Indians’ 

primitive living conditions and bizarre rituals, and return to their own world with the 

comfortable assertion that they are infinitely superior to these creatures” (Pintér, 161). 

Therefore, from the point of view of the World State the Reservation would function as 

another tool to maintain the contentment of its citizens and thus their loyalty to the system. 

However, throughout the novel there are several instances implying it is not the case either. 

While the Reservation is indeed known as a peculiar place, it is known only a handful of 

people have visited the natives. Moreover, it is said a permission to enter the Reservation is 

needed and the number of people visiting is in charge of the World Controller. For most of 

the World State’s population, the Reservation is known as a mysterious, primitive and 

uncivilized place, which they, however, have never seen in person. Therefore, the role of 

the Reservation remains unclear.  

The reason for consternation of the civilized people is apparent from the very first 

image of the place: “[…] And at its foot, here and there, a mosaic of white bones, a still 

unrotted carcase dark on the tawny ground marked the place where deer or steer, puma or 

porcupine or coyote, or the greedy turkey buzzards drawn down by the whiff of carrion and 

fulminated as though by a poetic justice, had come too close to the destroying wires” 

(BNW, 91). The environment is presented as a wilderness, with forests, deserts and 

mountains, occupied by wild animals, which already presents both danger and lack of 

comfort to the World State’s citizens. The way houses in the village are shaped resembles 

the pyramids, which is a reference to a civilization already forgotten. The streets are untidy 
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and dirty, full of dead bodies of animals, which is a direct opposite to the cleanliness and 

sanitary environment of London: “She liked even less what awaited her at the entrance to 

the pueblo, where their guide had left them while he went inside for instructions. The dirt, 

to start with, the piles of rubbish, the dust, the dogs, the flies. Her face wrinkled up into a 

grimace of disgust” (BNW, 94). Also, the smell of the village is a very prominent feature, 

since the civilized people are used to various kinds of scents in their homes. 

The population of the Reservation consists of Native Americans, though their 

numbers are uncertain, the mentioned number is about sixty thousand. Though the 

knowledge of the World State society about the natives is very vague, there are a few 

certain facts known. One of the facts is the usage of extinct languages in the Reservation. 

There are mentioned languages such as Zuni and Athapascan, which are both languages of 

indigenous people of the North America, but also Spanish. All of these languages are 

regarded as absurd.  

However, there is another principal difference between the people of the World State 

and the natives: “’Those who are born in the Reservation – and remember, my dear young 

lady,’ he added, leering obscenely at Lenina, and speaking in an improper whisper, 

‘remember that, in the Reservation, children still are born, yes, actually born, revolting as 

that may seem . . .’” (BNW, 88). To the people from the modern civilization, who are 

created artificially, the idea of natural birth seems as an abomination and this fact also 

gives them feeling of superiority over the natives. Since people are still born in the 

Reservation, there is also no genetic pre-destination. Moreover, the level of health care is 

also substantially different. While people in London are used to an advanced care which is 

able to preserve their youthful look until they die, the health care of the Reservation is 

almost non-existent: “His face was profoundly wrinkled and black, like a mask of obsidian. 

The toothless mouth had fallen in. At the corners of the lips and on each side of the chin a 

few long bristles gleamed almost white against the dark skin. The long unbraided hair hung 

down in grey wisps round his face. His body was bent and emaciated to the bone, almost 

fleshless” (BNW, 94-95). Such a look is appalling to the visitors of the Reservation, since 

they have no experience with an old age. Another modern invention that is not present in 

the Reservation is soma, which is also a fact inconceivable for the World State citizens. 

The natives are described to substitute soma with mescal or peyote. However, both 

substances cause unwanted side effects, which also contribute to their declining health.  
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While religion in the World State is artificially created to serve to the system, in the 

Reservation it is still an important part of everyday life. Religion there is portrayed as a 

blend of Christianity and pagan rituals. In the description of a ritual, there are present 

several Christian symbols, such as the symbol of a cross and the crucifixion of Jesus: “The 

old man pointed towards the two hatchways that gave entrance to the lower world. And 

slowly, raised by invisible hands from below, there emerged from the one a painted image 

of an eagle, from the other that of a man, naked and nailed to a cross” (BNW, 98). The 

natives clearly worship Jesus, but there are also names of other deities and symbols of 

Native American mythology. For the people of the Reservation, their religion is not a mere 

tool serving the regime but it is important for the society as a whole. However, for the 

civilized people, the rituals seem bizarre and even terrifying as they witness a whipping of 

a boy as a part of the ritual.  

Another important difference between life in London and the Reservation is the 

approach to sex and marriage. As mentioned, in the World State the traditional concept of 

a family is entirely missing. People are created in hatcheries and conditioned to gain basic 

moral values important for the system. Sexual promiscuity is ordered by the government 

and any long-lasting relationship is believed to be highly immoral. On the other hand, life 

in the Reservation is based on monogamy and marriages are common: “’Well, here,’ the 

other went on, ‘nobody’s supposed to belong to more than one person. And if you have 

people in the ordinary way, the others think you’re wicked and anti-social” (BNW, 105). 

Since relationships are monogamous, the modern idea of sharing partners is a cause for 

jealousy between the natives. This is another foreign notion for the civilized people and it 

is one of the reasons why the savages are perceived hostile.  

Compared to the World State society, the lifestyle of the natives is primitive. It is to a 

great degree caused by an undeveloped science and technology. There are no modern 

inventions, such as electricity or hot water. Also clothing is on a very basic level since the 

materials used are natural instead of synthetic. Moreover, while people of the modern 

society are conditioned and used to dispose of damaged things, the natives repair them 

since they have fewer resources to obtain new ones. The whole notion of consumerism is 

absent in the Reservation, not only due to the lack of conditioning but also on account of 

the high level of poverty.  
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8 Dystopian features of Aldous Huxley’s World State 

In Huxley’s Brave New World, both described societies, the World State and the 

Reservation, function as counter images and while the World State is initially depicted in a 

neutral way the Reservation is its downright opposite. Both communities are based on 

different rules of social conduct. While the World State represents a possible future 

development of society, life in the Reservation described in the novel is mostly driven by 

conventions known in Huxley’s time. When comparing the two communities, the 

Reservation is considered as primitive and backwards, and the World State can be viewed, 

by some, as a utopia. Whereas the first half of the novel portrays the World State in a 

neutral point of view, it is the second part that points out the negative side of the future 

society.  

Huxley’s social arrangement is an example of an authoritarian system of government 

as it carries signs of a totalitarian state. The control over society is given to a mere handful 

of chosen leaders. Despite the fact that a Controller’s Council is mentioned, suggesting an 

existence of an organ regulating the activity of the World Controllers to some extent, the 

Controllers are clearly personages of unshakable authority and power: “’But as I make the 

laws here, I can also break them. With impunity, Mr Marx,‘ he added, turning to Bernard. 

‘Which I’m afraid you can’t do’” (BNW, 192). This remark suggests that in the World 

State, there is no separation of powers. The World Controller carries not only the 

legislature but also judiciary branch, which is apparent from the fact that the trial of the 

Savage, Bernard Marx and Helmholtz Watson is held solely between the offenders and the 

Controller. Therefore, it is obvious the authority of the World Controllers cannot be 

questioned or disproved. At the same time, the citizens of the World State acknowledge the 

government as legitimate since they believe its decisions are done for the well-being of the 

whole society: “Right up to the time of the Nine Years’ War. That made them change their 

tune all right. What’s the point of truth or beauty or knowledge when anthrax bombs are 

popping all around you? […] People were ready to have even their appetites controlled 

then. Anything for a quiet life” (BNW, 201). Therefore, the actions of the authority in the 

World State are accepted by the citizens who relinquished their freedom in order to have a 

peaceful and comfortable life. Furthermore, the conditioning of the citizens greatly 

contributes to the legitimacy of the authority as they are taught to accept the rules and any 

opposition is seen as abnormal by the community.  
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Another attribute of the society depicted in Brave New World suggesting the World 

State is an example of a totalitarian state is the fact that the government interferes in all 

areas of human lives. Both public and private spheres are shaped by the political ideology 

of the World State: “Community, identity and stability are considered to be the main 

values in the World State and the regime has succeeded very well in realizing them” 

(Schermer, 120). There is no area of life uncontrolled by the World State’s conditioning, 

which influences even such private affairs such as sexual life, emotions or preference of 

leisure activities. Moreover, the power of the World State does not influence solely its own 

citizens. Even though the Reservation is said to be uncivilized due to the lack of modern 

inventions and conditioning, it is clear that the power of the system is global and it controls 

even the conditions of this area. Both communities are affected by the regime, though its 

influence is less perceivable in the Reservation. However, the Reservation serves to the 

system as another way of control of the modern society as it is a representation of a 

lifestyle the citizens would lead without the World State government. Therefore, there is a 

tension created between both communities and maintained by the system by dividing the 

nations by electric fences and spreading cryptic information about the undignified life of 

the natives.  

The characterization of the World State regime suggests the form of government is a 

kind of technocratic totalitarianism. The World Controller is a self-described scientist who 

was chosen to become the leader due to his proficiency in physics: “I was given the choice; 

to be sent to an island, where I could have got on with my pure science, or to be taken on 

to the Controllers’ Council with the prospect of succeeding in due course to an actual 

Controllership. I chose this and let the science go” (BNW, 200). As such, Mond presents 

himself as a selfless man who sacrificed his own happiness for the well-being of the whole 

society when he was allegedly forced to give up his pursue of scientific research. In reality, 

he sacrificed his research in order to gain power. Nevertheless, the leaders of the World 

State are still presented as scientists, although it is a science of another kind: “He has not 

given up science, only changed the field of study: instead of physics, he has taken up social 

engineering. He has been studying the behavior of Bernard and Helmholtz, and will 

probably continue to watch them after they have landed on their respective islands” (Pintér, 

159). For the Controller the whole society of the World State is a social experiment. It is 

the Controller who manipulates the citizens and monitors the society in order to find out 

how a new rule can change the carefully maintained balance. There are several social 
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experiments mentioned, such as an attempt to create a pure Alpha-plus society or testing of 

the impact of shortening the working hours of the lower castes. Also the relocation of John 

the Savage, an unconditioned man from the Reservation, into the modern society is another 

experiment conducted by the Controller. This fact is also apparent from the reports written 

one of the characters on the Savage’s behaviour among the civilized people.  

  An important feature recurrent throughout the novel is the censorship, which is 

present in all areas of life. All products of human creative activity are carefully monitored 

and those not fitting the ideals of the society are banned. Again, the leaders of the World 

State are the ones deciding which opinions are allowed not only to maintain the stability of 

the society but mainly to ensure their supremacy over the masses is not endangered. As the 

society is driven by incessant consumption, any fondness for the arts of the past 

civilization is inconvenient as it would endanger economic balance. Moreover, in an 

emotionless society that knows no misery, people would be incapable to interpret any of 

the classical works. Therefore, creativity and real art had to be sacrificed for the sake of the 

community: “But that’s the price we have to pay for stability. You’ve got to choose 

between happiness and what people used to call high art. We’ve sacrificed the high art. We 

have the feelies and the scent organ instead” (BNW, 194). This explanation suggests the 

high art is superfluous in the modern society. However, the classical works are not 

censored solely for the incapability of people to understand their meaning. Art also 

represents a potential danger to the authority of the leaders since it is a reminder of 

everything people were forced to give up. Therefore, high art was replaced by mass 

entertainment in order to promote the ideals of the system and assure the citizens of their 

well-being.  

For similar reasons science is censored, even though it is a principal part of the 

modern civilization. Not only must science serve to the regime, but the inventions must be 

supervised since they present a potential threat of a change: “But truth’s a menace, science 

is a public danger. As dangerous as it’s been beneficent. […] But we can’t allow science to 

undo its own good work. That’s why we so carefully limit the scope of its researches. We 

don’t allow it to deal with any but the most immediate problems of the moment. All other 

enquiries are most sedulously discouraged” (BNW, 200). Therefore, only science helping 

the leaders to maintain their power is allowed. Similarly to art, also in science the World 

Controller serves as the chief censor deciding which works should be banned to keep social 

stability. Besides new inventions, research papers are carefully monitored as no 
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explanatory theories were admissible in order to keep people ignorant of the principles of 

the society: “It was the sort of idea that might easily recondition the more unsettled minds 

among the higher castes – make them lose their faith in happiness as the Sovereign Good 

and take to believing, instead, that the goal was somewhere beyond, somewhere outside the 

present human sphere” (BNW, 154). To broaden the nation’s knowledge would then put 

the authority of the leaders in jeopardy. For this reason, only applied science is allowed in 

the World State. The work of scientists is reduced to mere following the directions with no 

explanation of their aim, and thus science in original sense is destroyed. 

A very prominent feature of the World State society is political propaganda. It is 

apparent in the novel that propaganda is ever present in the life of the modern nation. To 

guarantee the docility of the citizens, the authorities in Brave New World twist their minds 

to instil the political ideology and to ensure the dominance of the leaders over the masses. 

The propaganda is obvious chiefly in the frequent slogans, which people get indoctrinated 

with during hypnopaedia and are exposed to them in everyday life. Propaganda is also 

incorporated in the mass entertainment and mass media. There is no attempt of the 

authorities to hide the fact that promoting the ideals of the society is the main goal of the 

media as there is a whole department dedicated to the state’s propaganda. Due to the 

excessive censorship and constant promotion of the ideology, there is no room for 

individuality and creativity.  

Huxley’s novel also depicts the way the State enforces the adherence of the citizens 

to the principles of the society and their loyalty to the system. The whole society is 

constantly monitored to guarantee a stable community. Although the system strives to 

inculcate the whole nation with rules, there are still members who do not adhere to the 

conventions and question the principles of the society. Therefore they represent a potential 

threat to the carefully maintained stability. Citizens who deviate from social norms are not 

only criticized by their peers, but also more carefully monitored. The World Controller is 

once again the chief authority deciding about the need to observe a particular individual 

more closely or about the need for a punishment. The penalty favoured by the World State 

is an exile on remote islands. While this is considered a punishment for most of the citizens 

of the World State, the Controller describes the islands as an ideal place where those who 

refuse to adapt to the rules and give up the truth and beauty for superficial happiness are 

able to pursue their interests freely. For such people, this can be considered a reward. 

However, there is a darker interpretation of the islands. As the population of the islands 
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consists solely of Alphas, who are unable to coexist without the presence of lower castes, 

the islands represent a very dangerous environment for the outcasts. This hypothesis is also 

supported by the Controller’s remark: “It’s lucky,’ he added, after a pause, ‘that there are 

such a lot of islands in the world. I don’t know what we should do without them. Put you 

all in the lethal chamber, I suppose” (BNW, 201). This remark implies that the islands 

serve as a way to dispose of the misfits outside of the community without problems for the 

World State. In any case, the threat of an exile creates paranoia among the citizens who are 

constantly afraid of being reported to the Controller for their inappropriate behaviour: “I 

suppose I’ve got things on my nerves a bit. When people are suspicious with you, you start 

being suspicious with them” (BNW, 60). Thus, the individuals who do not agree with the 

way of life in the World State are afraid to express their doubts in fear of being punished 

for their opinion.  

Huxley’s Brave New World portrays a possible future civilization dehumanized by an 

abused technological progress which is exploited by the authorities, serving them as a tool 

in order to gain power. People in such society are forced to a constant pursuit of hedonistic 

pleasures. It leads to their willing surrender of their freedom in favour of a comfortable life 

and an illusion of happiness: “The modern magic of science and technology finally enables 

humanity to enlarge the utopian island to a World State in which they remain safe and 

happy, oblivious to what they have lost, or rather, never had: freedom, individuality, love, 

passion, art, science, religion” (Pintér, 170). They are blissfully ignorant to the fact that 

they are no longer human beings but rather machines. Their only worry is a possible loss of 

materialistic pleasures.  In such a state, there is no room for a free mind and those who 

express their personality find a tragic ending either in exile or in death.  
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9 Island – plot synopsis 

Aldous Huxley’s last novel, Island (1962), is set on an island Pala, which is located 

somewhere in the south Pacific. Pala is a place with unspoilt nature where people live 

happily both due to the system of government and their philosophy. The people of Pala live 

isolated from the outside world and refuse to become involved in foreign matters. The 

island is described as a paradise on Earth.  

The main character, a journalist Will Farnaby, finds himself shipwrecked and injured 

on Pala. He bargains for himself a month-long stay on the island to learn about their 

culture. However, his main task on Pala is to negotiate a deal between the Palanese 

government and Farnaby’s boss, Lord Joe Aldehyde, who is also the owner of Southeast 

Asia Petroleum and whose main interest is in Pala’s oil reserves. His guide on the island is 

Dr. Robert McPhail who, despite not being a leader of the community, is a person kept in 

high regard by the people of Pala, mainly due to his predecessor who took part on 

reforming the Palanese society.  

Through discussions with Dr. McPhail and other people of Pala, Farnaby learns 

about the life on the island. The life of the Palanese society is based on a mixture of 

western science and eastern philosophies. The system of government of Pala is devised to 

ensure that each inhabitant is happy and taken care of. The reform in the past included 

changes in health care, education, family life, and economy. The novel points out a great 

difference between western and eastern approach to these areas. In general, the Palanese 

policy is based on prevention of any possibly negative phenomena. Pala has neither law 

enforcement nor military, since neither is needed.  

However, the neighbouring country Rendang, under the leadership of a military 

dictator Colonel Dipa, has also a great interest in Pala’s oil reserves. The Rani of Pala, a 

former princess of Rendang, despises the Palanese life philosophy and intends to secure a 

deal with Colonel Dipa. Rani’s son Murugan, who is just a few days from becoming the 

new Raja of Pala, is greatly influenced by his mother’s attitudes. Since Murugan was not 

educated in Pala but in Switzerland, he also hates the Palanese way of life and rather 

appreciates the values of western consumer society.  

As Will Farnaby explores the life on Pala, he also learns about himself and finally 

comes to terms with the death of his wife Molly, his affair and also with the death of his 

aunt Mary. However, just as he recognizes that the Palanese society is truly an ideal 
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society, Pala is invaded by Rendang’s army. Murugan, under the influence of his mother, 

proclaims himself the King of Pala and unites Pala with Rendang. Having no military force 

and adhering to non-interference policy, the Palanese surrender without a fight.  
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10 History and religion of the Palanese society in Huxley’s Island 

Island is Aldous Huxley’s last major work published in 1962, only a year before his death. 

This work is inspired by his previous dystopian novels as Island (further abbreviated as Is. 

in quotations) is considered their opposite. The civilization of the island is depicted as an 

ideal version of Huxley’s preceding ones. The world portrayed in this novel is a utopian 

world. The imaginary world of this work is described from the point of view of an outsider, 

an allegedly neutral observer who looks for the real meaning of life. The concept of the 

Palanese society is then revealed chiefly through discussions with the local people, 

therefore the novel does not offer a complicated plot. Since the beginning of the novel, 

Huxley also incorporates signs of rebellious behaviour which, though innocent at first, 

brings about the destruction of this civilization. 

To the outside world, the Island of Pala is known as a place with beautiful nature and 

peaceful society. The island is situated close to Indonesia though its exact location is not 

specified. Pala used to be no different from other developing countries. However, several 

rather extensive social changes took place and created an ideal society. An important factor 

for the development of the society is the fact that the island has never been a colony of 

another country: “In fact Pala as a whole has been extraordinarily lucky. It had the luck, 

first of all, never to have been anyone’s colony. Rendang has a magnificent harbour, so the 

Arabs left us alone and we’re still Buddhists or Shivaites – that is, when we’re not Tantrik 

agnostics” (Is., 83). Moreover, despite having large resources of oil, the Palanese citizens 

refuse to sell them to international corporations in order to retain their separation from the 

outside world. The fact that Pala had a minimal contact with other societies during the past 

enabled its independent development without any negative interference of other religions 

or ideologies. Nevertheless, it is explained that the contemporary peace and harmony is 

mainly possible due to an extensive reformation of the society performed only about a 

hundred years before. Before this social transformation, Pala used to be a primitive society 

suffering from famine, overpopulation and diseases. 

The reformation of the Palanese society originated from the mingling of western and 

eastern thinking. A principal personage for the reform of the society was Dr. Andrew 

McPhail, a physician invited to Pala in order to cure the Raja of a brain tumour. For the 

operation, McPhail used an experimental method based on western scientific research of 

animal magnetism and despite his initial scepticism he was successful. While McPhail was 

an atheist due to his traumatic childhood experience with strict Christian upbringing, he 



51 
 

was fascinated by the peaceful nature of Buddhism. On the other hand, the Raja, later 

known as The Raja of the Reform, was impressed by the result of science. Their 

cooperation then reformed the Palanese society: “If the king and the doctor were now 

teaching one another to make the best of both worlds – the Oriental and the European, the 

ancient and the modern – it was in order to help the whole nation to do the same. To make 

the best of all the worlds – the worlds already realized within the various cultures and, 

beyond them, the worlds of still unrealized potentialities” (Is., 129). Therefore, the culture 

of the Palanese nation is based on a blend of the best features of Eastern philosophies and 

religions and the Western science.  

In his description of the religion of the island’s civilization, Huxley stresses the need 

to distinguish between belief and faith. Belief is explained as mindless following of 

someone’s visions and due to the lack of reflection it presents a potential threat of 

succumbing to various ideologies: "Belief is the systematic taking of unanalysed words 

much too seriously. Paul’s words, Mohammed’s words, Marx’s words, Hitler’s words – 

people take them too seriously, and what happens? What happens is the senseless 

ambivalence of history – sadism versus duty, or sadism as duty; devotion counterbalanced 

by organized paranoia” (Is., 40). Faith, on the other hand, means a confidence in the one’s 

capability to achieve good being. 

The Palanese natives are characterized predominantly as Mahayana Buddhists. 

However, the portrayed features of their philosophy suggest that their religion is rather a 

mixture of Buddhism and other oriental religions, mainly Hinduism, Taoism and 

Confucianism. Since the dominant concept of both Hinduism and Buddhism is the search 

for enlightenment, and the escape to Nirvana in case of Buddhism, it is also the main goal 

of the Palanese nation. Buddhism is also apparent in the ways in which it is possible to 

achievement. Nevertheless, there are certain aspects which are not part of Buddhism. One 

example of such difference is a use of a psychotropic substance.  

The principal concept of Palanese religion is described in Raja’s publication Notes 

on What’s What, and on What it Might be Reasonable to Do About What’s What. It 

outlines the underlying principles of the philosophy of Pala. One of the essential notions of 

their way of thinking is the necessity to know ‘who you are in fact’, or, in other words, the 

necessity of self-awareness (Is., 38). This requirement can be explained as the necessity of 

personal identity: “The notion of becoming ‘who you are in fact’, which is central in 

Palanese culture, can be understood to refer to the self in the sense of personality or 
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personal identity. The suggestion that the true self is somewhere to be discovered and 

revealed is, however, rejected by most present day philosophers” (Schermer, 123). Self-

awareness is the fundamental step to enlightenment. Therefore, people on Pala are 

reminded to pay attention not only to themselves, but also to the world around them. As a 

reminder, a great number of mynah birds (a kind of starling) are trained to constantly call 

out for ‘Attention’: “That’s what you always forget, isn’t it? I mean, you forget to pay 

attention to what’s happening. And that’s the same as not being here and now” (Is., 15).  

Therefore, people are reminded to be aware of every activity in order to gain 

enlightenment. 

There are several ways in which to achieve enlightenment. One of them is through 

yoga, which is a physical practice requiring concentration in order to perfect the mind. The 

main importance is then given to the yoga of love, otherwise known as maithuana. This 

concept is explained as a specific sexual technique which leads to awareness and 

contemplation: “It’s not the special technique that turns love-making into yoga; it’s the 

kind of awareness that the technique makes possible. Awareness of one’s sensations and 

awareness of the not-sensation in every sensation” (Is., 78). To practice maithuana means 

to reach enlightenment. Therefore, there is no distinction between a sacred and a profane 

love, both are considered to be the same.  

Another mentioned method is meditation. It is said meditation opens one’s mind to 

reach greater understanding of the world. It is due to meditation that people realize they are 

part of the universe. In Island, meditation is often referred to as Destiny Control since the 

Palanese believe the intense concentration on one’s prayers may lead to their realization. 

This, however, does not mean meditation can relieve a person of all misery since a certain 

degree of suffering is a natural part of human life: “One third, more or less, of all the 

sorrow that the person I think I am must endure is unavoidable. It is the sorrow inherent in 

the human condition, the price we must pay for being sentient and self-conscious 

organisms, aspirants to liberation but subject to the laws of nature and under orders to keep 

on marching […] towards decrepitude and the certainty of death” (Is., 86). As a result, 

freeing people of all suffering would mean their dehumanization.  

Besides yoga and meditation, the people of Pala also make use of a substance called 

the moksha-medicine. It is a hallucinogenic drug extracted from mushrooms. Though very 

potent, the substance is not addictive. Once again, the Palanese use moksha-medicine to 

open their minds in order to achieve true insight: “Moksha literally means ‘liberation’ but 
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the drug is also known as the ‘reality revealer’ or the ‘truth-and-beauty pill’. It is used to 

sharpen and deepen consciousness and brings about a kind of mystical or spiritual 

experience” (Schermer, 122). Thanks to this substance, people learn more about 

themselves and realize they are an integral part of the universe. The moksha-medicine is 

regarded as a complement to meditation; it is frequently called a ‘banquet of 

enlightenment’: “’It’s a banquet,’ she said emphatically. ‘And that’s precisely why there 

has to be meditation. You can’t have banquets every day. Besides banquets are provided by 

a caterer; you don’t have any part in the preparation of them. For your everyday diet you 

have to do your own cooking. The moksha-medicine comes as an occasional treat’” (Is., 

184). This implies that while meditation is practiced daily, the moksha-medicine is used 

only for special occasions to enhance the effect of meditation. For instance, it is used 

during an initiation ceremony, when the children enter the stage of adolescence and are 

given the first moksha-experience in order to achieve revelation.  

In the Palanese culture, there are also features of other eastern religions besides 

Buddhism and Hinduism. Many elements of Taoism can be recognized in the novel. One 

of them is the approach to Nirvana. While in Buddhism the achievement of Nirvana is the 

ultimate goal, the attitude described in the novel is different. While every member of the 

Palanese society seeks enlightenment, it does not mean they strive to escape the world into 

Nirvana. On the contrary, their liberation helps them appreciate the reality and make the 

best of the present: “Nobody needs to go anywhere else. We are all, if we only knew it, 

already there” (Is., 38). This notion can be interpreted as an element of Taoism. 

Furthermore, Taoism is also apparent in opinion of the Palanese that nature is ruled by 

harmony and such balance should become a rule in a human society as well. This 

conviction requires people to avoid indulgence and excesses. 

Another religion incorporated into Palanese society is Confucianism. This religion is 

focused on mundane life rather than the spiritual. The main ideas are concerned with 

practical advice for everyday life and ethical rules.  It is therefore apparent predominantly 

in the Palanese ethics. One example is the notion that Good being is the cause of Good 

doing: “Knowing who in fact we are results in Good Being, and Good Being results in the 

most appropriate kind of good doing. But good doing does not of itself result in Good 

Being. We can be virtuous without knowing who in fact we are” (Is., 39). Therefore, being 

aware of one’s personal identity and uniqueness should inevitably lead to treating other 
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living beings with love and compassion. It is another rule which is frequently reminded by 

the mynah birds.  

Regardless of which stream of oriental thinking is predominant in Palanese religion, 

there is an underlying stress on authenticity. It is explained that everyone is responsible to 

interpret the world individually, and also that everyone is responsible for their fate. It is 

especially apparent in the approach to gods. While the Palanese nation recognizes several 

deities, such as Buddha or Shiva, the gods are regarded as only artificial images. To remind 

people of this notion, the Palanese created scarecrows which resemble both Buddha and 

the Christian God and it is one of the chores of Palanese children to pull their strings in 

order to make them move: “It was the Old Raja’s idea. He wanted to make the children 

understand that all gods are home-made, and that it’s we who pull their strings and so give 

them the power to pull ours” (Is., 201). It is explained that mere worshipping of gods 

cannot make the prayers come true.  

Religion in Pala is also reflected in art. However, there is a general tendency to reject 

universal symbols as there is a requirement for art in Pala to be always subjective. For that 

reason, none of the art portrays images of saints or other religious symbols since every 

artistic illustration of a symbol requires its previous interpretation, either by a scientist or a 

theologian. Such art is then never a depiction of the artist’s own experience of reality as it 

is already influenced by a view of another person. It is the reason why most of the 

paintings depict landscapes: “But when you’re confronted with a landscape like this, it’s 

psychologically impossible for you to look at it with the eyes of a J.B. Watson or the mind 

of a Thomas Aquinas. You’re almost forced to submit to your immediate experience; 

you’re practically compelled to perform an act of self-knowing” (Is., 183). When 

portraying landscapes it is impossible to involve the interpretation of others in its creation.  

It is, once again, a matter of subjective experience during which one is conscious not only 

of the outside world but also of one’s self and therefore art is another means to achieve 

self-awareness. 
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11 Huxley’s description of an ideal society 

The arrangement of Huxley’s imaginary society, as well as their lifestyle, is to a great 

extent influenced by religion. The impact of Palanese religion is apparent in every sphere 

of life on the island. The citizens of Pala live in harmony with nature and are therefore 

modest in their needs. The state then aims to secure welfare for everyone. Huxley’s 

portrayal of Palanese society is a reaction to contemporary social features, such as the 

ongoing spread of consumerism, decline of a traditional concept of a family or increase of 

criminality. The way these issues are solved in the novel represents what Huxley sees as an 

ideal arrangement.  

The political system depicted in Island is alike to the system of the United Kingdom. 

The form of government of Pala is described as a constitutional monarchy. The country is 

led by the Raja and the title is passed from father to son. The rule of the Raja is not 

absolute. Similarly to the government of the United Kingdom, also in Pala there is an 

organ of the monarch’s advisors, the Privy Council, which also represents the Raja in his 

absence. The state power of Pala is divided into executive and legislative branches. 

Executive is held by the Cabinet while the mentioned organ of legislature is the House of 

Representatives. However, there is no judiciary system as it is superfluous due to a total 

absence of criminality. It is obvious that while the Raja is the formal head of the state, he 

does not have much decision-making power. Moreover, the monarch is not acknowledged 

as a personage of authority by the citizens, which is apparent from a frequent ridicule of 

the royal family. The Palanese government is said to be very conservative since it strictly 

follows the policies given in the reform of Pala.  For this reason, there is a tendency to 

avoid involvement in foreign affairs: “Pala, unfortunately, is in nobody’s good books. We 

don’t want the Communists; but neither do we want the Capitalists. Least of all do we want 

the wholesale industrialization that both parties are so anxious to impose on us – for 

different reasons, of course” (Is., 109). To maintain the ideal arrangement of their country, 

the government strives to keep minimal contact with the outside world to prevent an 

influence of the prevailing economic systems, which are contradictory to Palanese 

mentality and would be detrimental to their society. However, due to extensive resources 

of oil, other countries are very interested in gaining control over the Island of Pala. The 

only defence of Palanese government is isolation from the outside world since Pala is a 

nation of pacifists and therefore has no armed forces.  
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Huxley’s work reacts to another feature of the world after the First World War.  The 

technological and scientific progress was very fast and there were many new inventions 

that were supposed to provide for people’s well-being. Mass production of the new 

appliances then contributed to the spread of consumerism. Since Island presents Huxley’s 

ideal society, the way of life depicted in the novel is based on a different approach. 

However, the work does not criticise scientific development in general. Despite their effort 

to live in harmony with nature, the Palanese do not reject technology since it is essential 

for their existence. Palanese economy is based on the primary sector since the nation lives 

on agriculture. On the other hand, industry in Pala is very limited. Therefore, in spite of the 

effort to remain isolated from the outside world, the country is forced to import essential 

equipment: “’That’s one of the indispensable imports – electric equipment. And when the 

waterfalls have been harnessed and you’ve strung up the transmission lines, here’s 

something else with a high priority.’ He directed a pointing finger at a windowless block of 

cement that rose incongruously from among the wooden houses near the upper entrance to 

the village” (Is., 144). It is clear that in order to remain self-sufficient, the nation was 

forced to purchase Western technologies to initiate their own research. As agriculture is the 

essential sector of their economy, technological advances are mainly used in this area to 

produce an adequate amount of crops: “The Palanese produce as much food and goods as 

they need but not more and their lifestyle displays a perfect balance between labour and 

relaxation and between physical exercise and mental activity” (Schermer, 121). Therefore, 

according to Palanese mentality, they aim to produce only the amount needed for their 

welfare, and rather than using machinery in the fields, the Palanese prefer manual labour. 

The main area of scientific research is crop breeding to ensure the quality of the harvest 

and to sustain the plants in the harsh climatic conditions. Technology is also used for 

storage of perishable crops.  

Despite the advantage of technology the Palanese society does not approve of 

overproduction. They import merely essential goods and export food which they can spare. 

Therefore, in such society, no spread of consumerism is possible: “But although we have 

plenty, we’ve managed to resist the temptation that the West has now succumbed to – the 

temptation to over-consume. We don’t give ourselves coronaries by guzzling six times as 

much saturated fat as we need. We don’t hypnotize ourselves into believing that two 

television sets will make us twice as happy as one television set” (Is., 145). Huxley’s 

imaginary nation believes in modest life and they reject the pleasures of Western societies. 
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Luxuries such as car in every family, expensive holiday, televisions or other modern 

inventions necessary in consumer society are considered superfluous in Pala.  

In his portrayal of a well-organized society, Huxley does not deal solely with politics 

and economy. There are other areas of human life which are reflected in the work. One of 

the concerns is the level of health care. In Huxley’s period, the scientific research enabled 

easier treatment of previously incurable diseases and death rate dropped dramatically also 

due to the development of antibiotics. In the novel, the attitude towards medical care is 

also discussed though the Palanese approach differs greatly. The approach of Western 

health care is greatly criticised in the novel since despite the advance of science, it is based 

on mere treatment of symptoms: “It’s fifty per cent terrific and fifty per cent non-existent. 

Marvellous antibiotics – but absolutely no methods for increasing resistance, so that 

antibiotics won’t be necessary. Fantastic operations – but when it comes to teaching people 

the way of going through life without having to be chopped up, absolutely nothing.” (Is., 

67). This way of treatment is given not only by distrust to other methods, but also due to 

the fact that mere management of symptoms makes a profit from necessary medication. On 

the other hand, the goal of Palanese medicine is not profit but rather welfare of the citizens. 

Therefore, they strive to prevent the outbreak of diseases by various means, such as 

meditation, appropriate diet, supplement of necessary chemical elements or keeping 

psychological well-being. However, even despite the extensive prevention it is clear that 

diseases such as cancer are still present in Pala: “People are generally healthy, thanks to a 

very well-developed and mainly preventive medicine, but death and suffering are not 

absent or denied. In contrast, they are accepted as an inherent aspect of human life and 

people are educated and supported socially and psychologically to deal with them” 

(Schermer, 121). The attitude of the Palanese nation once again results from their religious 

belief. Death is accepted as a natural part of human life. It is a moment when the person 

must return to their origins, into the Clear Light. The last hours are therefore spent in 

company of the closest family, whose task is to keep the dying person aware of the 

situation until the end.  

Huxley’s novel also reflects another social phenomenon of his period, namely the 

decline of traditional family caused by the increase of divorce rate and the discord between 

younger and older generation. In a sense, the traditional concept of family is still present in 

the ideal society. A regular family on Pala consists of parents and two children. The 

number of children is regulated by contraceptives in order to prevent overpopulation and 
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famine. Since the number of children allowed for each family is limited, parents frequently 

decide to use the possibility of sperm donors and artificial insemination to ensure their 

children have the best genetic traits. Family is considered to be the fundamental 

educational unit and it is obliged to instil the basic moral values in children. According to 

Palanese way of thinking, love and kindness for every living being are the most important 

human traits. Therefore, since infancy children are conditioned during sleep by their 

parents in order to acquire these attributes.  

However, according to Huxley, traditional family is still not ideal: “’Well, in the bad 

old days, Palanese families could be just as victimizing, tyrant-producing and liar-creating 

as yours can be today. In fact they were so awful that Dr Andrew and the Raja of the 

Reform decided that something had to be done about it” (Is., 89). Families promoting the 

Western tradition are based on an authoritarian approach and this way of upbringing 

frequently results in traumatic experience for the children and can instil many negative 

traits. In Island, this notion is supported by several cases where strict Christian upbringing 

had a negative impact on an individual’s life. For this reason, upbringing is not only a 

matter of birth parents, but rather of the whole community: “The people of Pala live in 

small communities, with different families together in so-called mutual adoption groups. 

Children are raised by their natural parents but their education and development are 

supported by the rest of the group” (Schermer, 121). In case of problems in the primary 

family, the Mutual Adoption Club allows children to escape from the negative 

environment and temporarily live with another set of parents. This system provides a 

prevention of a negative impact of potential discord between parents and children on the 

child’s psyche.  

Education is another area addressed in the novel. Through his depiction of an ideal 

concept of education on the island, Huxley points out the drawbacks of education in the 

Western world, especially an excessive focus on specialization in one subject. Although 

specialization is essential for development of the society, the Western idea of education 

absolutely omits teaching about the human body as a whole: “But you people don’t educate 

the mind-body. Your cure for too much scientific specialization is a few more courses in 

the humanities. Excellent! Every education ought to include courses in the humanities. But 

don’t let’s be fooled by the name. By themselves, the humanities don’t humanize. They’re 

simply another form of specialization on the symbolic level” (Is., 209). The result of such 

curriculum is then incapacity of an individual to function in practical life. On the other 
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hand, the main goal of Palanese education is to teach the children about their individuality, 

differences between people and their uniqueness. Nevertheless, formal education on Pala 

includes a wide range of subjects in order to allow the pupils to switch between jobs in the 

future. In contrast to the Western approach, in the studied subjects there is a tendency to 

proceed from general principles to their particular application since initial understanding of 

the logical structure of the subject matter provides better and faster learning. Palanese 

education is very advanced and many pupils choose to study abroad at Western 

universities. However, studying abroad is supported not for the quality of the university 

education but rather in order to prove the superiority of the way of life on Pala. An 

essential aim of the education is to teach the ability of critical thinking: “Discouraging 

children from taking words too seriously, teaching them to analyse whatever they hear or 

read – this is an integral art of the school curriculum. Result: the eloquent rabble-rouser, 

like Hitler or our neighbour across the Strait, Colonel Dipa, just doesn’t have a chance here 

in Pala” (Is., 147). Critical thinking of the citizens is the way of defence of the nation 

against ideologies of the Western world since people with this ability are less likely to 

blindly follow ideas of others. This is also another reason why the Palanese nation is not a 

consumer society since the people are resistant to the influence of advertisement.  

Another issue debated in the novel is the cause of criminal delinquency. Huxley’s 

imaginary world offers solution for the growth of criminality rate, which emerged in the 

1940s. In Pala, there is no criminality. One reason for its absence is the mentality of the 

nation. Their predominant human features are love and compassion, together with rejection 

of materialistic pleasures, which eliminates the tendency for criminal behaviour. However, 

the main reason for the lack of criminality is prevention. According to their theory, 

delinquent behaviour is not a matter of cultural determinism since aspiration for power is 

an inherent human trait, which is caused by physiological attributes. The Palanese research 

recognizes two main types of people predestined by their physiology to criminal 

behaviour. One of these types is caused by delayed physical development which has 

psychological consequences. Such individual is unsuccessful when compared to their 

peers. To support this theory, Huxley presents the example of Adolf Hitler as such 

individual: “Hopeless at school. Incapable either of competing or co-operating. Envying all 

the normally successful boys – and, because he envied, hating them and, to make himself 

feel better, despising them as inferior beings” (Is., 151). Such person then looks for 

compensation of their failures and usually finds it in criminal behaviour. This type of 
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criminality is possible to prevent by early diagnosis and medication. Another type of 

person with predisposition to delinquency is usually a physically strong individual. Their 

physical strength gives them the ability to abuse their power. Once again, Huxley offers an 

example from history when he states Joseph Stalin was such type of person: “Predestined, 

by his shape, to be an extravert. Not one of your soft, round spill-the-beans extraverts who 

pine for indiscriminate togetherness. No – the trampling, driving extravert, the one who 

always feels impelled to Do Something and is never inhibited by doubts or qualms, by 

sympathy or sensibility” (Is., 152). Such people are driven by their hunger for power and 

are physically capable to gain it. Even in this case of potential criminal behaviour is 

managed by prevention when these individuals are given tasks of hard labour. The 

Palanese therefore criticize Western approach to criminality as they do nothing for 

prevention and merely strive to reform the delinquents without knowing the real cause of 

their behaviour.  
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12 Huxley’s criticism of Western culture 

In Island, Huxley addresses the most pressing issues of his time for which he suggests 

possible solutions. To highlight the positives of his fictional society of Pala, the author 

makes frequent comparisons and offers negative examples. Not only does he constantly 

compare the ideal arrangement to the state of Western culture, but he also offers an 

example of a fictional nation which is a direct opposite to the ideal society. Furthermore, 

Huxley demonstrates how the outside world can have a negative impact on an individual 

who, though living in the utopian society, does not accept the Palanese philosophy and 

does not follow their principles and therefore becomes susceptible to Western ideologies.  

Rendang is a fictional country neighbouring with the island and its political 

arrangement is a direct opposite to pacifistic Pala. While Pala is a constitutional monarchy, 

the head of state in Rendang is a military dictator. Contrary to Pala, the economy of 

Rendang is based on oil production and heavy industry, which is apparent from the large 

districts of factories and refineries. Rendang’s financial supply is then used for further 

industrialization: “Look at Rendang. Within five years they’ll be manufacturing all the 

rifles and mortars and ammunition they need. It’ll be quite a long time before they can 

make tanks. But meanwhile they can buy them from Skoda with their own money” (Is., 

46). To increase and improve armament, the country’s scientific research is primarily 

focused on military technology. The head of Rendang is the perfect example of a leader 

who takes necessary steps to gain more power under the pretence of welfare of the whole 

society. To achieve this goal the dictator is willing to use any means necessary, including 

employment of weapons of mass destruction. Everything is subordinated to personal gain 

of the leader and it is apparent that there are no strategies to improve the living standard of 

the nation: “And now he thought of that little boy, that tiny pot-bellied skeleton, whom he 

had picked up, bruised and shaken by a fall from the back of the little girl, scarcely larger 

than himself, who was carrying him – had picked up and, led by the other child, had 

carried back, carried down, to the windowless cellar that, for nine of them was home” (Is., 

80). In this portrayal of slums in the capital of Rendang, Huxley depicts dire living 

conditions of the majority of citizens and compares them to the luxurious lifestyle of the 

head of state to prove the well-being of the nation is insignificant. 

Both the portrayal of Rendang and the description of the workings of the outside 

world serve for the criticism of Huxley’s own society. Predominantly, the author highlights 

the fact that the whole Western society is driven by desire for power and wealth and 
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consumerism became its prevalent philosophy: “Armaments, universal debt and planned 

obsolescence – those are the three pillars of Western prosperity. If war, waste, and money-

lenders were abolished, you’d collapse. And while you people are over-consuming, the rest 

of the world sinks more and more deeply into chronic disaster” (Is., 146). Huxley argues 

that the Western society is profit-oriented and the main purpose in life is to earn money. 

This is apparent in every sphere of human life. Science and technology are tools for 

financial profit as they supply the market with new kinds of goods. Health care is another 

area criticised for being subject of consumerism as rather than on prevention of diseases it 

is focused on treatment as it is more profitable. Education is then a means of spreading the 

ideology of consumerism: “The only goal on which many parents and politicians appear to 

widely agree for their schools is the economic utility of the schooling experience: i.e. 

becoming affluent consumers” (Ziegler, 165). Education is not the only way of modelling 

people for the purposes of consumer society. Another tool promoting the ideology is 

advertisement to which people are constantly exposed.  

Moreover, the author criticises the lack of critical thinking which makes people 

easily manipulated and therefore renders them susceptible to ideologies, as proved by 

many examples from the Western history. These tendencies then result in dominance of a 

minor part of population over the majority, who are forced to live in poor conditions. 

Huxley depicts a society where all of the above mentioned attributes are absent and 

therefore presents a possible way society could develop to provide welfare for the whole 

population. However, he simultaneously points out the difficulty to solve these problems in 

contemporary world which he proves by the dramatic end of Pala’s society.  

One of the reasons of the failure of the ideal society is the fact that the aspiration for 

power is impossible to eliminate and therefore each culture is influenced by constant 

competition for dominance: “What has made this challenge all the more formidable today 

is the degree that cultures are now not only subjected to competing claims and directions 

from within, by its own members, but that this challenge has been exacerbated by the 

extent to which each culture of the world is now exposed to competing cultures from 

without” (Zigler, 167). Even though Huxley’s ideal society is based on different goals than 

gaining dominance over others and there are precautions preventing power struggle within 

the culture, this system proves its flaws. There are still individuals who do not adhere to 

the mentality and reject all principles. Ironically, in Pala, the person refusing to give up the 

ambition for power is the head of state. For this reason, Pala crumbles from within.  



63 
 

However, the competition between cultures also contributed to the downfall of the 

ideal society. It is said that the optimal arrangement was established in the 19
th

 century, 

when the island had minimal contact with the outside world.  Yet after the industrialization 

of the world, complete isolation of any nation is no longer possible. For this reason, other 

cultures have to face constant influence of the Western world, which threatens their 

autonomy: “These other cultures recognize that they too are not fully viable insofar as they 

now compete with our own culture and the messages – suggestions – it nearly incessantly 

advances through its economy and the media of our popular culture” (Ziegler, 167). It is 

proved that the power of the Western system is global and no other society can escape its 

influence. This is another reason for the impossibility to preserve a culture which operates 

on completely different principles. Therefore, Huxley not only points out the negative 

attributes of his own society but also concludes that in contemporary world it is not 

feasible to eliminate them.  
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13 Conclusion 

Brave New World is Aldous Huxley’s best-known novel. On the other hand Island, 

published about thirty years later, is not as famous, it is considered a more philosophical 

work since it contains many contemplations on the human condition. Both works can be 

seen as mirror images. They deal with the same themes and they offer Huxley’s view of his 

contemporary society, of which he was very critical. However, while Brave New World is 

a dystopian novel which serves as a warning against possible future development of 

humanity resulting from its current arrangement, Island is a utopia which suggests a 

solution to contemporary negative features of society. It shows there is a way to prevent 

the vision depicted in Brave New World.  

One of the main issues criticised in Brave New World is the spread of the culture of 

consumerism which was already wide-spread at the time the novel was published. In his 

work, Huxley criticises the constant pursuit of materialistic luxuries of the whole society 

and satirises this lifestyle by creating a future world where consumption turned into the 

main goal of human lives. This aspiration was then exploited by a small number of leaders 

who took control over the masses driven by their lust for material pleasures and 

comfortable way of life. In Huxley’s consumption-based society everything is transformed 

into commodity. One of such areas subjected to commodification is art and entertainment. 

They are reduced to superficial mass produced works lacking any real artistic value. All of 

the classical works of art are banned and, moreover, there is strong censorship of newly 

produced works in order to support consumption as well as to ensure only the ideals of the 

state are promoted, and no ideas endangering the stability of the system are expressed. 

Another area of human life succumbing to the ideology of consumerism is the sphere of 

human relationships. In this society, there is a complete absence of family as it was 

substituted by the state for the purpose of producing a perfect citizen and consumer. People 

form only shallow acquaintance and the lack of close relationships is replaced by state-

ordered promiscuity.  

To secure their power, the leaders abuse mechanisms which are in general seen as 

beneficial for the development of the society, but in the context of Huxley’s society they 

become tools for controlling the masses. Religion is one of these tools. Brave New World 

describes a transformation of religious belief into an extreme form which lacks any 

spiritual dimension. People worship state-created deity and religion is used by the system 

to promote its ideology. Another domain exploited by the state in order to assert the 
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dominance of the leaders is technology. Progress of technology is essential for social 

development and it cannot be considered negative in general. However, in Huxley’s 

interpretation technology is used as a tool for manipulation which has a dire impact on 

humankind and people are seen as state-controlled machines rather than humans. 

Furthermore, Huxley presents a possible negative aspect of the advance of 

psychopharmacology, which in his work serves as another way to secure social order. For 

the masses the psychedelic substance described in the novel offers a possibility to escape 

from everyday life and thus it is one of the sources of alienation. Simultaneously, it is used 

by the state to ensure obedience and loyalty to the system.  

In his novel, Huxley describes how people subjected to a system based on these 

principles are dehumanized into mindless machines. They become a unified mass with no 

room for individuality or own opinion. Since they lack the ability of critical thinking, they 

do not recognize they are being manipulated by a few individuals who are controlling the 

rest of the population. Thus, the state enslaves its own citizens, yet they do not wish for 

freedom as they voluntarily exchanged it for comfort and materialistic luxury. Moreover, 

those who manifest any signs of doubts in the system are eliminated, because they present 

a potential danger to the authority of the few leaders. Therefore, the system in Brave New 

World evokes paranoia in its citizens who are afraid to deviate from the norm.  

Huxley’s Island discusses the same themes as Brave New World. However, all above 

mentioned features are inversed and therefore create a society with utopian attributes. In 

contrast to Brave New World, the main goal in life of the people in Island is to be a perfect 

human being. This aspiration stems from their religious belief, which is an inherent part of 

human life and is essential for the whole society. The religion in Island is a blend of 

elements adopted from several eastern philosophies. It considers the achievement of 

enlightenment as its main objective and the main tool to reach this goal is self-knowledge. 

The recognition of one’s self then inevitably leads to treating other living beings with love 

and kindness. In this work Huxley also incorporates the use of a psychotropic substance 

though it is seen from a different perspective. In Island, the drug is one of the tools for self-

discovery and it is used as a way to achieve authenticity of personal identity and therefore, 

contrary to soma, it is not a cause of alienation.  

Another fundamental difference between the two works is in the way the societies 

are controlled. The ideal society is ruled by a monarch and there is no manipulation or 

exploitation of its citizens. As every individual is a part of the universe, all people, 



66 
 

including the head of state, are considered equal. Therefore, rather than accumulating 

wealth for the benefit of the leader at the expense of the rest of the citizens, the welfare of 

the whole nation is emphasized. The society is based on cooperation in order to ensure 

well-being for everybody. The stress on the welfare of the nation is apparent also in the 

approach to science and technology. Whereas in Brave New World technology had a 

dehumanizing effect on the citizens, Island perceives technological advance as positive 

since it was not abused by a small number of people but, on the contrary, it improved the 

lives of all. However, the improvement of living standard does not mean life in abundance. 

Huxley’s ideal society is not based on over-consumption since materialistic luxuries are of 

no importance. The happiness of the citizens does not stem from the ceaseless 

accumulation of wealth but rather from living their lives as perfect human beings.  

People in the ideal society live in harmony, where everyone is considered both an 

independent individual as well as a part of the community. This attitude is apparent in 

relationships, especially in the approach to family. While in Brave New World family is 

completely missing, in this work the concept of family is recognized. Nevertheless, 

responsibilities for the upbringing of their children are shared with the whole community 

since the negative aspects of family life could be detrimental to the child’s development. 

Family is the first source of education and its task is to teach the children to love all living 

beings and to treat them with kindness. Connected with the educational system, Huxley’s 

society produces individuals who are authentic human beings. They recognize the 

uniqueness of others and treat them with compassion. Furthermore, they are capable of 

critical thinking which makes them resistant to the pressure of the outside world and to the 

dangerous influence of ideologies.  

Pala is described as an ideal society. However, in its tragic ending Huxley proves 

that to preserve a society on the above mentioned principles is impossible in the 

contemporary world. The ideal arrangement crumbles for two reasons. One of them is the 

fact that the society is constantly under pressure of the outside world. Despite their struggle 

to remain completely isolated, the Palanese are still dependent on the Western society, 

which proves to be dominant and does not allow an existence of a society working on 

different principles. The Palanese policy of non-interference and pacifism then only 

facilitates the invasion of their country. Moreover, the downfall of the utopian society was 

also caused by the inconsistency of the Palanese in enforcing their own rules. It is 

overlooked that the head of state does not adhere to the principles of Pala and openly 
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manifests his lust for power and wealth. Due to this negligence they fail to prevent his 

rebellion.  

Although both of the novels approach the above mentioned social features with 

contradictory attitudes, they coincide in their criticism of contemporary social issues and 

their messages are the same. In their description of imaginary societies they express a 

conviction that in every society there are individuals with aspiration for power. They are 

driven by their desire to control and dominate the rest of the society in order to achieve 

wealth or recognition. For this purpose, they are willing to use any available means. This 

also includes exploiting social mechanisms that would otherwise be beneficial for cohesion 

and development of the society. According to Huxley, this ambition is present even in an 

ideal society which otherwise strives to eliminate this kind of desire. In Brave New World, 

this aspiration has already achieved its goal and people are subordinated to the power of 

one person, while in Island one person desiring power crushes the principles of the whole 

society.  

Furthermore, both works strongly criticize the society which has abundance of goods 

and their consumption as the main objective. In Brave New World this attribute of 

contemporary society gave rise to the dystopian arrangement of the world since it 

contributed to the establishment of the World State. In Island, the ideology of 

consumerism was the cause of destruction of a society based on humanity and 

demonstrates that the influence of this ideology is impossible to escape. Therefore, Brave 

New World is Huxley’s vision of a possible way the world might be arranged in several 

hundred years unless contemporary mentality changes. About three decades later, he 

publishes Island which proves that the humankind did not change as the principles of the 

society of the 1930s, which were the cause for a potential dystopian world, are still present 

in the society of the 1960s. 
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rozmnoženiny závěrečné práce, jsem však povinen/povinna s nimi nakládat jako 

s autorským dílem a zachovávat pravidla uvedená v předchozím odstavci tohoto 

prohlášení. 
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