
Abstract 

Neuropsychological aspects of preclinical stages of neurodegenerative diseases are an 

extensively studied topic in neuropsychological research. Neuropsychological assessment can be 

helpful for the estimation of conversion risk in individual cases. The focus of neuropsychological 

research shifted from the evaluation of dementia to mild cognitive impairment (MCI) or even to 

the detection of cognitive change before significant cognitive decline.  

 In the theoretical part is presented a contemporary outline of preclinical stages of 

neurodegenerative diseases. The construct of MCI is the most studied topic in the prodromal 

stage of neurodegeneration and this part is dedicated to comprehensive analysis of MCI.  

 The empirical research includes five studies on screening methods of cognitive abilities, 

memory and verbal fluency tests. We present normative and validity data in older adults and 

show their detection potential in MCI or preclinical stages of neurodegenerative diseases. 

Furthermore, we tried to show the detection potential of different memory measures in patients 

with MCI and estimate the relations between hippocampal atrophy and memory performance. 
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