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Vartan Agopian deals in his thesis with Armenian folks tunes in contemporary piano music. 

The whole text is topical especially with respect to the role of Armenian culture in the history of this 

nation and with respect to the contribution of Armenian music to the world music at all.  

The thesis is focused on the comparative analysis of important piano compositions based on 

folk tunes. It shows very clearly, this kind of music is really the thesaurus of Armenian national 

culture developed on the best national traditions. This fact is important from the point of view of 

music teachers in general. Therefore, we can briefly learn history of Armenian music, folk-music and 

biographies of important composers, too. However, Vartan Agopian is most interested in piano-

problematic. He brings analysis of arrangements. There, he gives good examples of the role of 

instruments in original compositions and shows, how the composers did the transmission of sound 

into the piano-arrangements. Then, he deals with other musical means, with melodic alterations, 

changing of melody, of rhythm, moving the melody in another hand etc.  

The most important for the pianist and piano teacher I consider the 3rd chapter – 

Representations. V. Agopian  proves here conclusively the relations of the chosen piano compositions  

to the folk music, to the original sound and to the intentions of composers. The same we can say 

about Introductions and Accompaniment styles. V. Agopian compares the composition techniques 

and other musical means in arrangements of folk tunes by different authors.  He proves, the same 

folk tune gains new characteristics in these arrangements and bring new pianistic problems. He also 

shows, the folk music is inexhaustible source of inspirations, we have to save it and present in 

education. 

In view of these facts, I recommend the thesis for the defence.  
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