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Mr. Vartan Agopian chose for his diploma thesis a very interesting theme, study of 

Armenian music with special concentration to Armenian folk music and its comparative analysis of 

several arrangements. I appreciate very high this. The reason is that European people know mostly 

only Aram Khatchaturian and other outstanding Armenian musicians stay hidden. The roots of 

Armenian music history are unknown at all. It is always interesting and instructive to recognize new 

connections, particularly in special regions as Armenia is. This country has a very rich history, often 

moved and even extremly tragical.

The main aim of this diploma thesis is comparing some examples of Armenian folk tunes in 

arrangements by the best national composers.

Agopians diploma thesis is wellarranged in three chapter:

The first chapter tells about the history of Armenian music, its character and especially 

about two outstanding personalities – Sayat Nova and Gomidas.

The second chapter  is dedicated to Armenian folk melodies, their peculiarities and also 

describes them as a material for inspiration and arrangement of many composers such as R. 

Antreassyan, K. Chepodarian, K. Sarachian, A. Babajanian and others. After that continue short  

biographies of them.

The most important section of Agopians study is the socond piece of socond chapter, the 

part of  analysis and comparing. I appreciate mainly considerations about orchestration. The 

arrangements of original melodies are very inspired and invented. I feel that the tradition of the folk 

music is accepted and living in Armenia up to now. 

All arrangements are written very „pianisticly“. We must remember that a lot of Armenian 

musicians have won their music education at Russian conservatories and are professionally 

perfectly prepared.

For discusssion I would like to suggest following questions:



1) What is the reason that just Gomidas is the most popular Armenian composer?

2) How looks the relation to the Armenian composers who were active during the age of the 

Soviet Union, mainly A. Khatchaturian?

3)Are there also any microintervals in Armenian folk music? And what is typical for the folk 

tunes phrasing and dynamic (regular or irregular)?

I recommend this diploma thesis for the defense.
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