ABSTRACT

Armenian music of today is largely influenced by Armenian folk music. Composers
such as Sayat Nova and Gomidas Vartabed have left behind numerous tunes that are still
sung today by Armenians whether in Armenia or the Armenian diaspora. This thesis
comparatively analyzed piano arrangements of Armenian folk tunes by Armenian
composers. The aim of this thesis is bifold: to find elements of piano arrangements that are
commonly used by different composers and to introduce the riches of Armenian music to
the Czech and International music communities. The comparative analyses revealed the
existence of elements such as orchestral simulations, melodic and rhythmic variations,
representations, composing introductions, and different accompaniment styles among the
arragements of the same folk tunes by different composers or different folk tunes by the
same composer at different levels of difficulty. Hence, the first aim of this thesis was
verified, with the hopes of the second aim also being met and Armenian music being

spread to all musical circles around the world.
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