
Abstract 

This diploma thesis tackles the issue of key reforms of the Common Agricultural Policy 

(hereinafter “CAP”) made by the European Union (hereinafter “EU”) during the last years and 

includes the context and the reasons which led to it. Despite the range of positive results 

which the CAP of the EU brings, it is followed by controversy. Agriculture as a topic rouses 

emotions and remains to be a delicate theme which often divides politicians. Disputes 

concerning conception of the policy are lead not only on the European and domestic level but 

also on the grounds of international organisations. Those which I would like to emphasize are 

particularly negotiations before the World Trade Organisation which tries to liberalize the 

international trade. 

A focus of this thesis is put on analysis of the development after year 2003 when the last 

significant turnover of the policy took place. Since this turnover until today we are witnessing 

only gradual changes. The aim of this thesis to analyse and evaluate whether if and in what 

areas did the EU make a change in the policy which reacted on its´s objective issues and 

critics.  

After a brief introduction of the policy, the first part of the thesis focuses on specific 

problematic issues of the CAP that are criticised. I will attempt to describe and explain 

selected weaknesses from perspectives of various subjects. The second part of the thesis gives 

an overview of the last reform attempts made by the EU with emphasis on the current reform 

for term 2014-2020. The final part seeks to analyse in which areas of the policy did the 

reflection of the critics of the current functioning of the policy occurred and an attempt to find 

topics which have been changed due to these critics. This part of the thesis includes a brief 

summary of the areas in which the changes took place and which problematic areas of the 

policy remain unchanged significantly. Modifications of the content of the policy and 

mechanisms which are used for its management happened accordingly to the change of needs 

and requirements of today´s society. Due to this fact I have dedicated part of thesis to 

evaluation of powers which probably influenced the decision making of European leaders. I 

would also like to write about reasons which influenced the content of the current reform. 

 


