
Review of the diploma thesis by the supervisor 

 

Title: Phylogeny and phylogeography of the cyprinid fish genus Pelasgus (Teleostei: 

Cyprinidae) 

Author: Nuria Viñuela Rodríguez 

 

The aims of the thesis were to study the phylogenetic relationships of the species belonging to 

the genus Pelasgus using a multilocus molecular approach and to determine the exact 

geographic distribution of each species of Pelasgus in Greece. The samples comprehensively 

covering the distribution of all species of this Cyprinid genus endemic to southern Balkans 

were obtained during several fieldtrips between 2009 and 2015. One mitochondrial and three 

nuclear markers were used for phylogenetic analyses.  

The aims of the thesis were fulfilled and Nuria obtained interesting results, which opened new 

topics for her PhD and made a decent base for a publication. 

It should be mentioned that Nuria managed to finish the thesis in the course of one year. In 

such short time she analysed quite impressive number of samples. The text of the thesis itself 

was written in remarkably short time. 

My main criticism of the thesis is that such interesting results would deserve somewhat 

deeper discussion. The lack of time while finalizing the thesis is reflected also in the fact that 

there are some (not many) formal mistakes and the text would need a proofread.  

Overall the thesis is very good and I recommend it for defence. 
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