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1. TOPIC AND OBJECTIVE (short information on the thesis, research objective): Martin Pejřimovský 

concentrates on the topic of Russian investments into refining industry in European countries. He addresses the 

question to what extent are the Russian investments in this field a real threat. In its empirical part, the paper 

explores the situations in individual European countries. As a conclusion, the author suggests seeing Russian 

investment into the refining industry not from the business, but from the strategic point of view.   

 

 

2. CONTENT (complexity, original approach, argument, structure, theoretical and methodological backing, 

work with sources, appropriateness of annexes etc.):The topic is extremely difficult and underresearched, 

therefore Martin Pejrimovsky has to use a large number of newspaper articles and other sources, while 

academic literature. Even the academic literature on the energy security leaves this topic aside, furthermore, 

some of the information is simply inaccessible. The author mentions that even the EU does not regard Russian 

investment into the refining industry as a threat, therefore, it is extremely hard to find the proper sources.  

From the academic side, there are some weaker points in the theoretical part, as I see it functions more as a 

sacrifice to god for the thesis than as its vital part. The structure of the first part could be better, as the 

methodology is divided into several parts by the overview of the perceptions of the key research centres 

(NATO and EU).   

 

 

3. FORMAL ASPECTS AND LANGUAGE (quality of language, citation style, graphics, formal aspects etc.): My 

main objection is that the theoretical part should go after the explanation of the method the author used for 

the analysis (page 12 and later 20). Citations do not follow the AUC norm, however, the author proceeds 

systematically and is consistent in how he cites the sources. Concerning the language, as non-native speaker, 

I am not capable to make comments on this. The only thing I can comment are the transcriptions, where the 

paper is not always consistent (Vitaliy Machitski – 33). 

 

 

4. SHORT COMMENTS BY THE REVIEWER (overall impression, strengths and weaknesses, originality of 

ideas, achievement of the research objective etc.): My overall impression is positive. Although the thesis is 

more a business report than an academic paper, I do not see it as a major weakness. The author exhibited 

excellent knowledge of the subject and provides an excellent overview of the field. The weaker part of the 

thesis lies in the explanation of the methodological side of the thesis. It is not in one place, but it opens each 

of the chapters. For bigger persuasiveness, the author could have addressed the problem of the oil glut in 

Europe, which significantly affected investments into the oil industries. Could not be the Russian investment 

only the use of opportunity by the Russian firms?  

 

 

5. COOPERATION WITH SUPERVISOR (communication with the supervisor, ability to reflect comments, shift 

from the original idea etc.) The author cooperated without problems. We agreed on the topic, the author had a 

clear grasp of what he wanted to write and how. Therefore, I have no comments on this side.  

 

 

 

6. QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED DURING THE DEFENCE (one to 

three): 

 



1. Do you see any shifts in the activities of the Russian firms’ investments into refining industry with the 

current crisis in Russia?  

 

7. (NON-)RECOMMENDATION AND SUGGESTED GRADE 

 (excellent, very good, good, unsatisfactory):  

 

My overall assessment will be very good 
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