Abstract

This master thesis examines how the Fukushima accident has affected the French energy
policy and the impact on the perception of nuclear energy by policymakers, the public and
energy companies. Nuclear energy does comprises three-quarters of the total electricity
production in the country and thus forms the backbone of the energy mix in France. The study
uses comparative analysis as a main approach, to compare public discourse of state actors (in
particular the President, the Ministry of Energy and Nuclear Safety Agency) and the French
energy companies before and after the accident from March 11, 2011.

At the beginning, the study refers on the position of nuclear energy in the world,
historical development of nuclear energy in France and its importance for the energy security
of the country. It also describes the Fukushima accident and its immediate consequences on
nuclear energy worldwide.

In a research section it presents a summary of France's energy policy before the
Fukushima accident, in which emphasis was placed on maintaining a high share of nuclear
energy in the energy mix of the country. In the next part of the research is described the French
energy policy after the accident and subsequently the prospect of possible change of energy

strategy of France.



