Abstract

The victory of Christian democrats in the parliamentary election of 1948 in Italy was made
possible by a cooperation between the Holy See and United States during the pre-election
campaign. The thesis presents the outcome of research done on American, but especially on
Vatican foreign policy. The foreign policy of Pius XII between 1945 and 1950 had three main
features. They were support for European integration, relations with certain European states
and fight against communism. A stand of the Holy See on these issues is compared to the
American one. The outcome of the analysis is that their foreign policies had some aims in
common but that it hardly ever led to cooperation. There were some minor examples of
cooperation, but there was none as significant as the one in Italy in 1948.
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