
Abstract 
 

The master thesis František Šimáček (1834-1885), the Journalist and Publisher tries to 

introduce an important person of the Czech nationalistic movement of the 1850’s-1880’s from 

different aspects, i. e. concerning his activity in the fields of journalism, publishing, national 

movement, national economy and his family life.  
 

General research method used in the thesis is biographically focused analysis of the primary 

sources, mainly private correspondence and other documents from collections of the Literary 

Archive of the Museum of Czech Literature, the National Museum Library and the Náprstek 

Museum of Asian, African and American Cultures. Based on the method, the chronological 

construction of history of Šimáček’s life, his public and professional activities was outlined. 

Sufficient literature concerning the topic which would analyse in detail scope of activities  

of František Šimáček in the context of the Czech intellectual milieu in the 19
th

 century is 

unfortunately lacking in the meantime.  

Fragmentarily preserved archival documents do not allow us to follow Šimáček’s public 

contacts with all important actors of the Czech cultural and political life in the 19
th

 century. 

Therefore, a deeper relationship with Božena Němcová was chosen as an example  

of Šimáček’s steadier and lasting friendships with writers who enjoyed the opportunity to 

publish their works in Šimáček’s journal. Meeting with Vojta Náprstek was essential for 

Šimáček’s intellectual horizon. Náprstek’s modern opinions promoted intellectual progress  

in the Czech society and modern attitudes of Šimáček found their manifestation in his 

allowance of free space for development of his wife Barbora Ludmila, née Křížková who is 

considered to be an important representant of the first generation of the Czech emancipative 

movement in the Czech lands. Particular attention is payed to Šimáček’s wife whose 

comprehensive correspondence allows us to take a closer look at conditions of Šimáček’s 

family and at intellectual horizon of an emancipated woman in the 19
th

 century.  
 

Šimáček’s principal and lifelong work consisted in the journalistic editing and publishing 

activity which not only allowed him to present his original conception of the modern Czech 

nation, but also brought about his life’s hardships including jailing. In his publishing activity, 

František Šimáček emphasized also the importance of unceasing education of the nation 

leading to its hayday. Later activity of Šimáček’s publishing house carried out after his death 

is outlined in the closing part of the thesis. The publishing house strived to follow Šimáček’s 

life long idea of the self-confident modern Czech nation.  

 


