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Abstrakt

Tato disertacni prace se snazi nalézt a uplatnit politicko-geograficky pfistup ke studiu
politickych aktivit obanské spolecnosti. Nejprve jej teoreticky hleda, napt. na zakladé teorii
demokracie, vztahu statu a obcanské spolecnosti, socidlniho kapitalu atd. Zdaraziiuje vyznam
aktivni role obcCana jako aktéra v liberalni demokracii, v komplexni spoleCnosti, ale
I konfliktni povahu ¢i formy c¢asti obcCanské spolecnosti, ktera svou vefejnou kontrolou
v kone¢ném disledku ptispiva k posilovani a udrzovani demokracie. Ptripousti vSak i mozna
rizika konfliktu se zastupitelskou demokracii. Prace se kloni k pfistupim, které zkoumayji
vztah obcCanské spolecnosti se stitem a komercni sférou, kdy dochazi ke stfetim ve
(vefejném) prostoru a 0 prostor. Poté je problematika zkoumana empiricky na ptikladu lokalni
a regionalni urovné v Libereckém kraji, kdy jsou sledovany vlivy hierarchické trovng,
vzdélenosti od centra, uzemi dosidleného po druhé svétové vélce a dalsi mozné geografické
ovliviujici faktory. Jako zdroj dat o organizacich a aktivitich obCanské spolecnosti prace
vyuziva zejména tyto tfi polozky: (i) data z Registru ekonomickych subjektti o subjektech
sdruzujicich ¢leny za uc¢elem prosazovani spoleénych zajmu (kategorie CZ-NACE ,,94*%); (i1)
medidlni data ziskand vlastni reSerSi ze serverli Denik.cz a iDNES.cz s pomoci rozsifeného
vyhledavani Google podle vybranych klicovych slov. Z 2857 automaticky vyhledanych
novinovych ¢lankt z let 2010-2014 bylo na zakladé pfedem stanovenych kritérii vybrano 381
relevantnich clankti. Na tomto zéklad¢ byla zpracovana analyza protestnich a dalSich udalosti
(v€etné referend ¢i vefejnych anket); (iii) Prace také zkoumd uspéSnost tradicnich spolkli
a dalsich uskupeni mimo klasické politické strany v komunalnich volbach 2010 a 2014. U dat
ze vSech zdroji jsou jednak analyzovany geografické aspekty adalsi jevy S pomoci
zakladniho kartografického zobrazeni a agregatnich tabulkovych vystupd, jednak je pro
nastinéni vlivi moznych geografickych faktori a prostorovych vzorci vyuzita metoda
vicendsobné linedrni regrese a lokdlni prostorové autokorelace (analyza LISA). Na tomto
zéklad¢ se prace snazi odpoveédét na zdkladni vyzkumnou otazku: Existuji rozdily v intenzité
konfliktd obCanskych iniciativ, statni spravy, samospravy a komer¢nich z4jmu a jejich pficin
podle vertikalni hierarchie obci i horizontalniho geografického rozmisténi (s ohledem na vliv
dal§ich geografickych faktorl)? Po kladné odpovédi nésleduje pokus o typologii uzemi

Libereckého kraje 1 zhodnoceni nékterych negativnich jeva.

Klicova slova
obcanské iniciativy a nevladni organizace, konflikty z4jmi, ob¢anska spolecnost, politicka
geografie, geografické aspekty a faktory, politicky aktivismus, demokracie, Liberecky kraj



Uvod

Obcanska spoleCnost je cCasto spojovana s fungujici liberalni demokracii. Vedle
dlouhodobé historicky utvareného stavu s tradicnim spolkovym zivotem, vzajemnou diveérou
a rozvinutym socialnim kapitalem (Putnam 1993) vSak Ize vidét i organizace obcCanské
spole¢nosti (OOS) ¢i neformalni ob¢anské iniciativy (Ol) vroli bojovnikii za udrZeni ¢i
nastoleni demokracie (ale i jiné zajmy) v prostiedi, které liberaln¢ demokratické jesté/uz byt
védom potieby veiejné kontroly politické scény, byt ji jesté omezoval na (pievazné stranické)
schiize (Capek 1969 [1935]).

Politi¢ti geografové tradicné sleduji spiSe jind témata blizkd napf. mezinarodnim,
geopolitickym otazkam ¢i volebni geografii apod., piestoze (v nékterych ohledech silici)
obcanskd spolecnost pfedstavuje politicky vyznamny fenomén, ktery se stile vice podili na
organizaci i fizeni zivota spole¢nosti a v ekonomickém smyslu jej Ize srovnavat s vlivem
komeréniho ¢i statniho sektoru (Abrahamson 1995 cit. v Fri¢, Batora 2005; Poticek 1997,
2005). Tato prace na jedné strané zkouma nékteré dosavadni teoreticko-metodologické
ptistupy, rozvinuté v socidlnich védach blizkych politické geografii, a snazi se nalézt
,prostor* pro politicko-geograficky vyzkum; na strané¢ druhé se v empirické ¢asti pokousi na
piikladu rozmanitého Libereckého kraje, s vyuzitim statistickych dat, medialnich zprav
a vysledkli komundalnich voleb, zkoumat mozné geografické a politicko-geografické
faktory ovliviiujici (prostorovou) distribuci vybranych obcanskych aktivit Se snahou
0 zobecnéni vlivu té€chto faktord, stejné jako identifikaci mistnich specifik.

Ackoli je tato disertacni prace pojata jako monografie, jeji teoretickd Cast je zalozena na
nékolika autorovych publikacich (Vogt 2012, 2015, v navaznosti na Vogt 2010), které byly
zpracovany V ramci s disertaci spojeného stejnojmenného projektu podporovaného Grantovou
agenturou Univerzity Karlovy v letech 2010-2012 (¢. 101610). V ramci téchto praci se autor
snazil hledat teoretické pfistupy i1 poznatky vhodné k politicko-geografickému studiu
obCanské spoleCnosti, resp. poukéazat na geografické ¢i prostorové aspekty této problematiky.
Teoreticka ¢ast disertacni prace, kapitoly 1.1 a 1.2, tak z publikaci logicky nejen vychazi, ale
pfimo se je snazi (v mirné upravené podob¢€) integrovat. V kapitole 2 jsou shrnuty
a operacionalizovany cile, hlavni vyzkumna otdzka a pracovni hypotézy. Tteti kapitola
popisuje a vysvétluje metodicky postup prace. Empiricka cast prace (kapitoly 4-7, potazmo 8)
na rozdil od té teoretické, kromé& prezentace piedbéznych dil¢ich vysledkil na sjezdu CGS
a SGS roku 2014, dosud publikovana nebyla. Kapitola 4 analyzuje dostupna data ze

statistické evidence, kapitola 5 rozsahle popisuje zékladni vystupy analyzy protestnich a
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dalSich aktivit obcanské spolecnosti na zékladé¢ medidlnich dat a kapitola 6 ukazuje roli a
vyznam organizaci obcanské spoleCnosti v ramci tradiéni politiky na zaklad¢ vysledkt
komunalnich voleb. Kapitola 7 pak s pomoci vicendsobné linearni regrese a prostorové
autokorelace podrobnéji analyzuje mozny vliv politicko-geografickych faktorti na distribuci
sledovanych organizaci a jejich aktivit v ramci Libereckého kraje. V kapitole 8 nasleduje
shrnuti vysledkd, které¢ byly vyjadreny urcitou regionalizaci sledovaného uzemi Libereckého
kraje a ptehledem hlavnich faktorii geografické a politicko-geografické povahy, jez ovliviuji
¢1 mohou ovliviovat vyskyt a intenzitu aktivit obanské spolecnosti a vyslednou diferenciaci

kraje. V ramci zavéru je téz nastinéno mozné dal§i smétovani vyzkumu.

Cile prace

Na zéklad¢ diskuse s relevantni literaturou a v duchu tradicnich geografickych pfistupd,
jez predstavuji zhodnoceni geografickych aspektti (hledisek a piistupil) obcanskych aktivit
a analyzu politicko-geografickych faktort, jez tyto aktivity také v geografickém/regionalnim
smyslu diferencuji, byly stanoveny nasledujici vyzkumné cile, otazky a pracovni hypotézy.
Mezi hlavni vyzkumné cile této prace patii: (1) Zhodnotit relevantni teoretické koncepty
a empirické studie obCanskych iniciativ, ob¢anské spole¢nosti, demokracie, vztahu trhu, statu
a obCanského sektoru apod. =z politicko-geografického hlediska; (2) Dokumentovat
geografické aspekty (vyskyt a intenzitu aktivity), odhalit a objasnit lokalni a regionalni
rozdily tohoto vyskytu a rozdili v intenzité aktivit obcanskych iniciativ a jejich konflikti se
statni spravou, samospravou a podnikatelskou sférou; (3) Pokusit se o zobecnéni ziskanych
poznatkd, jeZ by mohly mit praktické implikace pro Sir$i vefejnost.

Ze zékladniho geografického pohledu, formulovaného i vcili 2, vychazi téz hlavni
vyzkumna otdzka. Je relativné prosté az trividlni, ale jeji rozvijeni od geografickych aspekti —
prosté ,topografie” obcCanskych aktivit — k odhalovani podstatnych faktord ovliviijicich
jejich regionalni diferenciaci mize pfinést zajimavé poznatky. Otazka zni takto: Jak jsou
politicky angazované obcanské aktivity prostorové/geograficky diferencovany?  Existuji
(vyznamng) prostorové rozdily v intenzité téchto aktivit a konfliktl, jez piinaseji? Jaké jsou
hlavni faktory této diferenciace, jakou roli hraji faktory geografické, resp. politicko-
geografické?

V kontextu hlavnich cilt prace a vyzkumné otazky byly formulovany pracovni hypotézy
(jez vychazeji z nékterych teoretickych predpokladu predstavenych v kapitole 1.2): (1) Blize

centru (krajskému meéstu) a s rostouci hierarchickou trovni obci se bude vyskytovat vice



problému a konfliktli, do kterych je zapojena obCanskd spolecnost; tyto konflikty také budou
pod silngjsim medialnim tlakem a tudiz vice medializovany. (2) Dale od centra (tj. krajského
mesta) a na nizsi hierarchické trovni budou konflikty i dalsi politické projevy obcanské
spole¢nosti méné intenzivni. (3) V souladu s geografickym pohledem se projevi lokalni ¢i
(mikro)regionalni vlivy dosidleného tizemi po roce 1945 (napi. Jancak, Chromy, Marada,

Havlicek, Vondrackova 2010), mistnich piirodnich a socidlnich podminek.

Metodika a zdroje dat

Metodika vychazi z teoretickych tvah kapitoly 1 i vyzkumnych cili, hlavni otazky
a pracovnich hypotéz. Piiklad Libereckého kraje byl vybran proto, Ze na relativné malém
uzemi kombinuje mnoho rozdilnych geografickych faktori (1zemi dosidlené i nedosidlené po
2. svétové valce, méstské, venkovské, CHKO apod.), a umozni tak srovnavat (relativné)
extrémné priznivé i nepfiznivé podminky ve smyslu postacujicich ¢i nezbytnych podminek
(Van Evera 1997, Kofron 2012). Jistou roli ve vybéru zkoumaného regionu samoziejme hral
I fakt, Ze odtud autor pochazi a ma tedy o tamnim prostiedi jisté povédomi. Na druhou stranu
nakonec nebylo pfistoupeno k terénnimu Setfeni, ¢imz byla do jisté miry omezena mira
autorovy osobni zaujatosti.

Prace se sice snazi o spiSe empiricky kvantitativni pfistup k problematice, s jistymi
kvalitativnimi a normativnimi prvky, umoziujici alespon ¢asteéné zobecnéni poznatku, ale na
druhou stranu je, pfi védomi nedokonalych dat, zvolenych metod 1 komplexity socialné
geografické reality (viz napf. Hampl 1998) nutno pfiznat, Ze cilem neni odhaleni zcela
jasnych zakonitosti, spiSe alespoil naznakli souvislosti. Prace je misty deskriptivniho
charakteru. Popisné védecké prace uznavaji i zastanci spiSe pozitivistickych pfistupti jako
nekdy nezbytné, 1 pro moznost zobecnéni (King, Keohane, Verba 1996; Cisat 2015; Van
Evera 1997; Kofron 2012).

Prace vyuziva prevdzné vefejné dostupné, a tak i ovéfitelné, datové a medidlni zdroje,
zejména tfi nasledujici: (1) dvé vlastni databaze vybranych protestnich a dalSich obCanskych
aktivit na zakladé¢ vyhledanych a vybranych zprav serverd iDNES.cz a Denik.cz z let 2010-
2014, (ii) databazi RES k fijnu 2012 (CSU 2012b) a (iii) vysledky komunalnich voleb z let
2010 a 2014 ziskané ze serveru Volby.cz (CSU 2010c a 2014c) a ukazujici roli uskupeni
mimo klasickou politiku, zejména tradi¢nich spolkt v lokalni politice. Je nutno uznat, Ze je
kvalita resp. komplexni vypovidaci schopnost n¢kterych pouzitych dat (medialni data, RES)

omezena. Jednak jde o problemati¢nost pfistupu médii i zpisobu vyhledavani zprav, jednak



jde o neuplnost statistickych registri, které navic ze své podstaty zachycuji jen ,,oficidlni ¢ast
organizované ob¢anské spolecnosti. Redlnd moznost zobecnéni poznatkd je tak ztizena, i kdyz
se 0 to autor pokousi.

Analyza dat z RES se soustfedi na kategorii subjekti podle klasifikace ekonomickych
ginnosti CZ-NACE &. 94.99.7 , Cinnosti ob&anskych iniciativ, protestnich hnuti“, resp. celou
kategorii 94 ,,Cinnosti organizaci sdruzujicich osoby za G&elem prosazovani spoleénych
zajmu“. Medidlni ¢lanky (za obdobi 2010-2014) byly vyhledany =z adres
LHhttp://www.denik.cz/liberecky-kraj/“  a ,http://liberec.idnes.cz/* pomoci  rozsifeného
vyhledavani Google podle kli¢ovych slov v nasledujicim formatu: ,,protest OR petice OR
demonstrace OR iniciativa OR happening OR shromadzdeni OR manifestace OR referendum
OR aktivisté OR anketa OR podpisova OR bojkot OR pochod OR odpuirci OR odpor OR
bouri*. 7 1932 vyhledanych ¢lankt z iIDNES.cz a 925 z Deniku.cz bylo podle skute¢né
pritomnosti klicovych slov a tematické relevance vyfiltrovano 224 resp. 157 ¢lankd, které po
prifazeni k obcim, kterych se tykaly, vytvofily 300 resp. 207 ptipadt podle mista vyskytu.
Clanky/piipady byly dile kédovany podle dalsich sledovanych znakil (napi. cilové instituce
protestu ¢i jiné akce, dosah akce, povaha a plisobnost iniciatora, rozsah ptipadné zastieSujici
kampan¢). Tento pfistup byl inspirovan vyzkumem Cisatfe (2008) a tzv. analyzou protestnich
udalosti Protest Event Analysis (PEA), vyuzivajici medialni nebo policejni data (Koopmans,
Rucht 2002). U volebnich dat se prace zamétuje na zisky tradi¢nich spolkd (hasi¢i, myslivei,
Sokol apod.), jednotlivych nezavislych kandidati a mistnich ¢i regionalnich uskupeni mimo
klasické celostatni politické strany.

Data jsou vzajmu identifikace a popisu jejich geografickych aspektli zpracovana
zékladnimi metodami tematické kartografie (absolutni a relativni udaje za obce)
a tabulkového ptehledu (za mikroregiony) s pomoci programi QGIS, ESRI Arc GIS a MS
Excel. V zajmu odhaleni mozZzného putisobeni testovanych geografickych faktorti je poté
pouzita metoda vicenasobné linearni regrese v programu SPSS. Proménné byly od ptipadného
vlivu populaéni velikosti obce (primér z CSU 2012a a 2013a) ogi§tény regresni analyzou
(metodou ,,curve fit), podobn¢ jako u Bernarda (2012).

Nezavislé proménné zahrnovaly piislusnost obce k tzemi tzv. Sudet, dosidlenému po
druhé svétové valce, podle Topografické specialni mapy Protektoratu Cechy a Morava
1:75000 (Zeméméticsky ufad Cechy a Morava, Opevneni.cz 2010 [1943]), mapového
podkladu (CSU 2011a) a kartograficky zpracovanych dat ze séitani lidu 1930 (Outedniéek
akol. 2015), do chranéného tizemi (CENIA, AOPK, CUZK, CSU 2015), piislugnosti ke
konkrétnimu mikroregionu (CSU 2014c¢); vzdalenost obce od ORP, Liberce a Prahy vyjadiené
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dobou jizdy podle serveru Mapy.cz (Seznam.cz 2015); pocet zmén uzemnich plani mezi lety
2010-2015, naznacujici ,,tlak na piadu* (Foley, Hutchinson(ova) 1994), zdrojem dat je Portal
tizemniho planovani UUR (2010, 2015), podet zakladnich sidelnich jednotek (CSU 2013b)
s moznym vlivem na vyskyt spolki (KGsova 2013); formalni hierarchické postaveni obce
(CSU 2014c); demografické a socioekonomické ukazatele ze SLDB 2011 (CSU 2011c, e)
jako upraveny index stafi, podil vysokoskolsky vzdélanych obyvatel, rodaku, obyvatel ¢eské
narodnosti a véficich. Dale se jednalo o pocet kandidati na mandat, volebni ucast a podil
extremistickych stran v praiméru za komunalni volby 2010 a 2014 (CSU 2010c a 2014c).

Jako zavislé proménné byla pouzita data o organizacich kategorie CZ-NACE ,,94*“ a CZ-
NACE 94.99.5 (environmentalni organizace) z RES (CSU 2012b) k fijnu 2012, pramémy
volebni vysledek tradi¢nich spolkl a vSech uskupeni mimo klasické celostatni politické strany
v komunalnich volbach 2010 a 2014 (CSU 2010c a 2014c) a data o poétu viech vybranych
zprav a podilu ptipadd tzv. NIMBY efektu, protestl a petic a ptipadi vstiicnosti uradi z dat
ziskanych vySe uvedenou reSer$i medialnich zprav. Na téchto datech byl téZ nasledné
ovéfovan vliv samotného prostoru metodou analyzy lokalni prostorové autokorelace (LISA)
v programu GeoDa, viz Anselin (1995, 2003), Spurna (2008). ,,Pokusné* byla vyzkousena

I vicenasobna regrese mezi zavislymi proménnymi.

Vysledky a diskuse

Prvnim vysledkem prace byl v souladu s prvnim cilem pokus o0 zhodnoceni teoretickych
ptistupt k problematice z geografického hlediska v kapitole 1 vyuzivajici texty Vogt (2012
a 2015), v navaznosti na Vogta (2010). Vedle obecného dirazu na roli ¢lovéka jako aktéra,
elementu, ktery mize ve vyspélé komplexni demokratické spole¢nosti ovliviiovat strukturu
a kooperovat (Giddens 1984, Hampl 1998), byla zdiraznéna dichotomie na jedné stran¢
protestni roli organizaci (Fung 2003, Tarrow, Petrova 2007, Cisat 2008, Cisaf, Navratil,
Vrablikova 2011) a na druhé strané spolkové aktivity podporujici rozvoj vzajemné davéry
a socialniho kapitalu (Putnam 1993, 1995a, b), jeZ se sekundarn¢ promita i do lepSich vztahi
obCanl a politické reprezentace. V praxi pfitom miiZze byt politicka role spolkl vétsi, jak
ukazuje i tato prace v ¢asti 6, zejména pak jejich vyznam pro komunalni politiku nekterych

venkovskych oblasti (Vobecka, Dan¢k 2007).



V souladu s druhym cilem prace byly v kapitolach 4-6 predstaveny geografické aspekty
problematiky s vyuzitim uvedenych statistickych, medialnich a volebnich dat. Nasledna
statistickd analyza (vicenasobna regrese a lokalni prostorova autokorelace) se pokusila
identifikovat zakladni determinanty zjisténé geografické distribuce sledovanych protestnich
a dalsich obcanskych aktivit v ramci Libereckého kraje.

Na zékladé dat z RES (CSU 2012b) a ukazatele relativniho poétu organizaci prosazujicich
spolecné z4jmy Clend se ukazalo, ze Liberecky kraj patii spise k tém lepSim, 1 kdyz pouzity
indikator nereflektuje skuteCnou angazovanost obcanil. V ramci Libereckého kraje se ukazala
relativni dominance krajského mésta, pokud ji vSak srovndme s postavenim center v ramci
nékterych jinych krajl, pak neni az tak vyrazna. Organizace obCanské spolecnosti se soustiedi
také do dalSich vétSich mést. Relativni udaje za mikroregiony jsou ovlivnény rozdilnou
(velikostni) sidelni strukturou, kdy napft. Frydlantsko ¢i Jilemnicko s vétSim poctem mensich
obci a blizko chranénym uwzemim vykazovaly relativné vysSi pocty cirkevnich ¢i
environmentalnich organizaci apod., a to i bez ohledu na to, zda se jednalo 0 izemi dosidlené
po 2. svétové valce ¢i nikoli.

Medialni data poskytla relativné hluboky, byt casto medidlné zkresleny, vhled do
konkrétnich ptipadii protestnich a dalSich relevantnich obCanskych aktivit. Ukézala se vSak
nevyvazenost geografického pokryti jednoho ze dvou zdrojii — serveru Denik.cz, ignorujiciho
okres Semily a upfednostiiujiciho Ceskolipsko a zejména Novoborsko. Z hlediska struktury
klicovych slov se projevilo nejvétsi zastoupeni ,protestd” a ,petic, v souladu
s pfedpokladem, ze takovéto akce nekladou na mobilizaci obcani a jejich osobni
angazovanost tak velké naroky jako pfima ucast na demonstracich apod. (Cisat 2008). Akce
se vétSinou soustfedily do vétSich mést, zejména v piipadé Jablonecka s relativné malym
zazemim ORP dominovala koncentrace ve spravnim centru, a to vice nez by odpovidalo jeho
poctu obyvatel. Nejvétsi mnozstvi ptipadi se tykalo Podjestédi s fadou environmentalnich
problémt. Sledovany byly 1 n€které spoleCensky zavazné jevy: na Novoborsku a Tanvaldsku
se vyskytly ptipady eskalace etnického napéti az extremistickych vystoupeni, z nichz nékteré
byly fazeny i mezi protesty ¢i demonstrace proti ,,slabSim* minoritnim skupindm (Romam).
Jedna se viak i o jiné spoledensky negativni projevy, napt. na Ceskolipsku o projevy odporu
proti umisténi zafizeni pro mentaln¢ postizené zeny. VéEtSinou pievazovaly spory o vyuZiti
uzemi ¢i dostupnost sluzeb (posSty, dopravniho spojeni apod.) Aktér — iniciator akce —
vétSinou pochazel z mista, ackoli ¢asto dochazelo ke kombinaci mistnich i vnéjSich iniciativ.
V souladu s poznatky Cisafe (2008) pievazovaly akce vedené oficidlné neorganizovanymi

skupinami ¢i jednotlivci (,,sebeorganizace®) nebo rizné peticni vybory, které se mohou
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s touto kategorii prolinat. Silné byla také zastoupena obcanskéd sdruzeni, ktera dominovala
zejména pii protestech v Podjestedi.

Rozsah ¢innosti (pisobnost) inicidtora akce byl vétSinou lokdlni (v kraji asi 60 %),
ptipadné regionalni (cca 20 %); v souladu s hierarchii sidel se celostatné pisobici ¢i
mezinarodni aktéfi vyskytovali jen v nejvétsich méstech. Podobny byl i prostorovy dosah
akcei, o néco Casteji se objevily 1 protesty s mezindrodnim dosahem (ochrana Arktidy, protesty
proti ruské anexi Krymu, na které dokonce zareagovalo ruské velvyslanectvi apod.). Kampan,
ktera nékteré akce zastieSovala, byla piirozené vétSinou celostatni. Podobnych akci vSak bylo
minimum a soustiedily se predev§im do krajského mésta, popt. dalSich velkych center.
Protestni a dalsi akce se vétSinou obracely na obecni, krajské ¢i statni organy, nékdy také na
ptislusné soudy. Ze zprav Slo identifikovat fadu opakujicich se ,,medidlnich kauz“. Vedle
obvyklejsich protesti za zachovani gymnazii ¢i sklaiské skoly v Kamenickém Senové, proti
omezovani vefejné dopravy apod. se jednalo ospor o tézbu cedice na kopci Tlustec
v Podjestédi nebo liberecké referendum o méstském majetku. Nekteré z ,kauz se
vyskytovaly i v obou zdrojich.

Piehled role OOS v komundlnich volbach 2010 a 2014 ukazal zejména pfevahu mistnich
a dalSich uskupeni mimo klasické politické strany v malych obcich. Jejich zastoupeni vSak
bylo pomérné vyznamné i v piipadé velkych mést. Zajimavéjsi poznatky poskytly volebni
vysledky tradi¢nich spolki. Jejich volebni zisky se soustfedily témét vyhradn€é do okresu
Semily (vlastni Semilsko, ale i Turnovsko a Jilemnicko); v mensi mife uspély také na
Frydlantsku, zatimco na Ceskolipsku tradi¢ni spolky, a to i v malych obcich, prakticky
absentovaly. Je otdzkou, zda jde o vliv sidelni struktury (velmi malé obce se nachézeji i na
Ceskolipsku s nizkou volebni podporou spolki) ¢&i dosidleného tzemi (s vyjimkou
Frydlantska).

Regresni analyza, operujici s fadou rozmanité (geograficky) podminénych faktorti, spolu
S analyzou lokalni prostorové autokorelace, umoznily odhalit n€které souvislosti, zejména
polarizaci konfliktniho Ceskolipska (Podjestédi) a klidngjsiho Turnovska ¢i Semilska, ale také
témet naprosty klid ¢i medidlni opomijeni ¢asti Frydlantska ¢i vychodniho Jilemnicka, a vést
k syntéze vysledkti. Na zakladni vyzkumnou otazku a prvni dvé hypotézy lze odpovéedéet
kladné, Ze se u sledovanych obcanskych aktivit ukézaly geografické rozdily a jisty vliv
vertikdlni hierarchické Grovné i1 horizontalni vzdalenosti od centra kraje. Zatimco volebni
uspéchy tradi¢nich spolki jsou typické pro nejmensi obce, protestni udélosti vykazuji vétsi
koncentraci ve velkych méstech, a to nékdy i nad ramec vlivu jejich populacni velikosti,

zejména v disledku vyznamu — hierarchie téchto sidel, jez koncentruji jak rozhodovaci
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instituce (Hampl 2005), tak organizace (obCanské aktivity), které tyto instituce sleduji
a kontroluji. V ramci tradi¢niho kvantitativniho vyzkumu je vSak obtizné odlisit skute¢ny vliv
Lreality* a ,,virtualizovanych* a ¢asto subjektivnich médii.

Pokud jde o tfeti hypotézu, vliv lokdlnich geografickych faktor, byly pozorovany
znamky lokalnich historicko-kulturnich a dalsich vlivi. V mnoha ohledech ma vsak ptirozené
nejvetsi vliv populacni velikost obce (zejména na pocet registrovanych organizaci, pocet
environmentalnich organizaci, poc€et vSech vybranych zprav z obou pouzitych médii, pocet
kandidatti na mandat, pocet zmén tizemniho planu, ZSJ nebo volebni Gicast — tam negativng).
Dale se jednalo zejména o (i) historicko-kulturni geograficky vliv pfislusnosti obce Kk tzv.
dosidlenému tzemi ,,Sudet* (pozitivni dopady na vyskyt petic a protestli podle iDNES, dany
vSak i pfitomnosti vétSich a hierarchicky vysSe postavenych mést, negativni dopady na volbu
tradi¢nich spolki v komunalnich volbach (S vyjimkou Frydlantska se specifickou sidelni
strukturou); (ii) formalni hierarchické postaveni obce (negativni vliv na volbu tradi¢nich
spolkit v komunalnich volbach); (iii) vzdalenost od ORP — mikroregiondlni periferialitu
(pozitivni vliv na vyskyt piipadd NIMBY efektu podle iDNES, na vyskyt OOS prosazujicich
z4jmy, negativni na volebni zisky mistnich sdruZeni, nezavislych kandidati a dalSich
uskupeni mimo klasické politické strany); (iv) vzdalenost od Liberce — regionalni periferialitu
(negativni vliv na vyskyt vSech sledovanych aktivit a pfipadi NIMBY efektu podle
iDNES.cz); (v) vzdalenost od Prahy — periferialita v ramci Ceska (pozitivni vliv na vyskyt
environmentalnich organizaci); (vi) pofet ZSJ v obci — sidelni strukturu, souvisejici
s velikosti obce (pozitivni vliv na pocet medializovanych obc¢anskych aktivit podle Deniku.cz
a projevy vstticnosti ufadii ve sledovanych udalostech podle iDNES.cz); (vii) pfisluSnost
vétSiny Uzemi obce k chranénému uzemi (negativni vliv na vyskyt environmentdlnich
organizaci sidlicich spiSe ve vétSich méstech); (viii) absolutni a relativni pocet zmén
uzemniho planu — tlak na vyuziti pady (pozitivni souvislost se sledovanymi udalostmi podle
Deniku.cz, ale negativni se zpravami iDNES.cz - v ptipadé€ relativnich dat opacné - pozitivni
s volbou uskupeni mimo klasické politické strany).

Dalsi faktory predstavuji mikroregionalni geografickd specifika, byt souvisejici
s predchozim — piislugnost obce k mikroregionu: (i) Ceskolipsko (pozitivni souvislost se
vSemi zpravami, piipady NIMBY efektu, protestl a petic 1 vstficnosti ufadii podle Deniku.cz -
diskutabilni, ale 1 s NIMBY efektem podle iDNES.cz, negativni souvislost s poctem
registrovanych organizaci OS); (i) Frydlantsko (pozitivni souvislost s volebnimi zisky
tradi¢nich spolkl); (iii) Novoborsko (pozitivni souvislost se vSemi ptipady, NIMBY efektem

nebo vstiicnosti ufadi podle Deniku.cz — diskutabilni); (iv) Liberecko (pozitivni souvislost
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S projevy vstiicnosti tfadil, protesty a peticemi podle iDNES.cz); (v) Tanvaldsko (pozitivni
souvislost s vyskytem zprav podle iDNES.cz); (vi) Jablonecko (pozitivni souvislost se
zpravami podle Deniku.cz).

Piisobi zde 1 dalsi, kulturni a politické faktory souvisejici s geografii: (i) podil obyvatel
Ceské narodnosti (negativni vliv na vyskyt ptipadi NIMBY efektu podle iDNES.cz); (ii)
pocet kandidatd na jeden manddt v komundlnich volbach — lokalni politicka pluralita
(pozitivni vliv na volebni GspéSnost tradi¢nich spolkti — byt’ v malych obcich s obecné nizsi
pluralitou — pozitivni souvislost s vysokym podilem NIMBY efektu, petic a protesti ve
zpravach Deniku.cz — vliv mést na Ceskolipsku, Novoborsku, se viemi udalostmi a projevy
vstiicnosti ufadi podle IDNES.cz); (iii) volebni uspéSnost extremistickych stran
Vv komunalnich volbach (negativni souvislost s volbou tradi¢nich spolkli — kromé Frydlantska
—a volbou vsech uskupeni mimo klasické celostatni politické strany).

Na zaklad¢ poznatkd, jez poskytuji kapitoly 4 az 7, Ize izemi Libereckého kraje rozdélit
do né¢kolika mikroregiond, resp. mikroregionalnich typli, a to podle charakteru a projevi
obCanské aktivity; jejich vymezeni se opird o strukturu SO ORP, jez ¢leni, ¢i prostorové
koriguje: (1) Novoborsko, Tanvaldsko — maloméstské konfliktni dosidlené pohranici
s reminiscencemi etnického napéti); (2) Vychodni Ceskolipsko a zapadni Liberecko -
Podjestédi — venkovské, konfliktni, dosidlené s fadou environmentalnich sport (hrozba tézby
¢edice, uranové rudy, $térkopiskd); (3) Vychodni Liberecko, Jablonecko — centralni oblast,
méstské az velkoméstské, dosidlené pohranici (relativn€ hodné organizaci 1 medialnich zprav
v disledku vétsiho hierarchického vyznamu); (4) Severni Liberecko, severni Jablonecko —
meéstska a venkovskéd dosidlena periferie — konflikty méné cetné; spiSe opomijena oblast,
navazujici na Frydlantsko; (5) Zapadni Ceskolipsko — venkovska dosidlena periferie, podobna
problémovému Ustecku; relativné méné registrovanych organizaci ob&anské spole¢nosti, také
strukturalné postizené (viz Perlin a kol. 2010), ¢asteéné konfliktni zpravy; (6) Turnovsko,
Semilsko a zapadni Jilemnicko (&asteéné Zeleznobrodsko) — nedosidlend venkovska periferie,
do urcit¢ miry medidlné¢ opomijend, relativné méné sport, relativné vice organizaci, volba
tradi¢nich spolkti v komunalnich volbach; (7) Zeleznobrodsko — nedosidlené, ale volebni
uspéch tradi¢nich spolki mensi, v protestnich aktivitich téméf nemedializované, malé,
periferni; (8) Vychodni a severni Jilemnicko — Podkrkono$i — zcela opomijena, ¢aste¢né
dosidlena periferie (9) Frydlantsko — specificka dosidlena periferie s mnozstvim mensich obci
a mést (volba extremistil jako v tzv. Sudetech, ale volba tradi¢nich spolkil jako na Turnovsku,
vysoky relativni pocet cirkevnich spolecnosti jako na Jilemnicku, avSak religiozita nizka -

mozny vliv sidelni struktury).
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V souladu s cilem 3 se prace pokousi formulovat i jista prakticka doporuceni, a¢ jsou
zalozena na poznatcich neziskanych pfimo z praxe. Jednd se napf. o doporuceni zménit
(uvolnit) legislativu tak, aby referenda nemusela byt Casto nahrazovana neformalnimi
anketami (bez pravné zavaznych vysledki) a také diraz na vyznam studia nebezpecnych az
socialn¢ patologickych jevl vramci ,stinné stranky™ obcanské spoleCnosti (utoky proti

mensindm apod.)

Zavér

Geografické aspekty aktivit nevladnich organizaci a ob&anskych iniciativ v Cesku jsou
tématem velice Sirokym, které i ptes zGzeni na piiklad Libereckého kraje a omezeni na thel
pohledu politické geografie nelze vramci jedné prace zcela naplnit. Vzhledem Kk §ifi
problematiky bylo nutné se zaméfit pouze na nékteré jeji aspekty a faktory (geografické ¢i
politicko-geografické povahy) a v ramci jejich studia popsat prvotné zakladni charakteristiky
rozmisténi a intenzity sledovanych organizaci a aktivit a posléze se pokusit o identifikaci
a rozliSeni faktorti — pfi¢in toho rozmisténi — a vysvétleni souvislosti. Jsem si védom toho, ze
zejména kapitola 5 mize byt opravnéné vnimana jako piili§ popisna a extenzivni. Zamérem
vSak bylo i pii absenci pfipadovych studii uvést ¢tenafe do rozmanité problematiky (primarné
geografickych) aspektl sledovanych obcanskych aktivit v konkrétnim prostoru. Jak se
ukazalo, pouzité medialni zdroje (mozna i vlivem zkresleni technikou vyhleddvani) se znacné
lisi jak v geografickém, tak 1 ,tematickém* pokryti sledované problematiky. Ackoli prace
operovala se zdroji respektovanych informacnich kandlli celostatni plisobnosti, které byly
zam&fené na konkrétni vybrané regiony, pro zkoumani aktivit na lokalni urovni by bylo
zjevné vhodngjsi, byt Casoveé narocnéjsi, vyuziti lokalnich periodik, radni¢nich zpravodaji
apod. V ptipadé¢ takovych zdroji je vSak Zadouci objektivita, divéryhodnost a odolnost vici
lokalnim tlakiim jesté¢ diskutabilnéjsi, a jejich dosazeni by vyzadovalo nejen reflektovat
I tiskoviny (mensSinové) opozice, ale také vyuziti publikacni aktivity zastupci OOS a celkové
piistupy a usili, které nejen prekracuje moznosti této prace, ale 1 jeji metodologické pfistupy.
Je ziejmé, ze piinosna i dokonce piinosnéjsi by byla dotaznikové Setfeni s vybranymi aktéry,
ktera by pomohla prohloubit znalost lokalniho kontextu, avSak ziejmé by sama o sob¢ nevedla
a nemohla vést k ziskani jasného prostorového vzorce distribuce protestnich udalosti a dalSich
obcanskych aktivit.

Pohled na oficidln¢ registrované organizace obCanské spolecnosti rovnéz nevystihuje

celou realitu, nezachycuje vétSinu spontannich, neformalnich obcanskych iniciativ, jez
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predstavuji nejcastéji obCanské aktivity v rdmci tzv. sebeorganizace (Cisat 2008). Zajimavy,
ovSem opét pouze dil¢i, je pohled na uspé€Snou ucast organizaci obcanské spolecnosti
V komunalnich volbach, a to zejména v ptipad¢ tradi¢nich spolki, s vyrazné geograficky,
resp. lokalné diferencovanou aktivitou.

V ramci naznaceného omezené¢ho snazeni by stézejni poznatky meéla poskytovat 7.
kapitola, jejimz cilem bylo odhalovat mozny vliv relevantnich geografickych faktorti a primét
téchto faktor v prostoru na ptikladu Libereckého kraje. Plivodné jsem byl velice skepticky
k tomu, ze by pouzitd data v kombinaci se zvolenymi, relativné jednoduchymi metodami
mohla pfinést vérohodné poznatky, avSak vicenasobnd linedrni regrese a prostorova
autokorelace, i pies jisté problémy a odchylky (jeZ obvykle zplsobovaly nejmensi obce),
minimdlné naznacily ur¢ité a v logice véci pisobici souvislosti. Na zdklad¢ jednoduchych
ukazatelii jak distribuce, tak vysledkl statistickych analyz je mozné identifikovat pomérné
jasné geografické rozdily, zejména mezi méstskym prostiedim a venkovem, jadry a zdzemim,
ale i v ramci sledovaného kraje konkrétné mezi Ceskolipskem s Podjestddim na jedné strang
a Turnovskem ¢i Semilskem na stran¢ druhé, nebo jinak mezi oblasti ,tradi¢niho* venkova
a uzemim, jez bylo dosidlené v povaleném obdobi, jak v fad€ jinych ohledii dokumentuji
prace odbornikli na problematiku rezistence historického ¢lenéni a pivodnich (vnitinich)
historickych hranic (Janc¢ak a kol. 2010, Perlin a kol. 2010).

Pii interpretaci vysledkl jakékoliv diferenciace v takovych podminkach je nutné byt nejen
opatrny, ale pfimo skepticky. Analyza relativné malého arozmanitého tUzemi, jakym je
Liberecky kraj, sice ukazala vyznamné geografické rozdily, avSak je obtizné odhadnout jejich
skutecné pficiny, jez by mohly vyustit v hodnovérné, tedy obecné platné vysvétleni ¢i
dokonce zobecnéni. Stejné€ tak je relevantni se ptat, zda nejde spiSe o ndhodu, resp. vlivy
specifické lokality (napt. Podjestédi). I kdyz lze tvrdit, Ze minimalné pro nékteré vysledky
a poznatky Ize nalézt oporu v teoretickych ptedpokladech i konkrétnich empirickych
zjiSténich/pracich v fad¢ oblasti a zemi (Putnam 1993; Cisat 2008; Gregor, Smith 2012).
V ptipadé, kdy prace vyuziva primarn¢ data a informace z medidlni sféry je obtizné rozlisit
medialni obraz — nejen v geografickém smyslu — od reality. Situaci pfilis nezlepSuje ani v této
praci disledné¢ vyuzivana konfrontace dvou zdroji vzhledem k omezenému piekryvu
reportovani o konkrétnich udéalostech. Na druhé strané vedlejSim produktem této prace bylo
puvodné nezamyslené srovnani geografickych a tematickych rozdila v ,,mediadlnim obrazu*
obcanskych aktivit.

Ptes uvedené problémy a ,nastavend omezeni lze nékteré poznatky povazovat za

poméme veérohodné a na jejich zdkladé¢ je mozné formulovat zéavéry, jez by mohly
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pfedstavovat ¢i alespoil naznacCovat praktické implikace. Ty zékladni tvrdi, Ze sledované
obcanské aktivity, alesponn v Libereckém kraji, jsou ovliviiovany zejména nasledujicimi
faktory, které jsou dominantné¢ geografické povahy: (i) pfislusnost obce k tzv. dosidlenému
uzemi ,,Sudet; (ii) postaveni obce v hierarchii sidelniho systému; (iii) poloha, resp.
vzdalenost od centra (ORP) — mikroregionalni periferialita; (iv) vzdalenost od Liberce —
regionélni periferialita; (v) vzdalenost od Prahy — periferialita v ramci Ceska; (vi) pocet
zakladnich sidelnich jednotek v obci — sidelni struktura a tudiz nepfimo i velikosti obce; (vii)
prislusnost (vétSiny) uizemi obce k chranénému tzemi; (viii) pocet zmén tizemniho planu —
indikator tlaku na vyuziti ptdy/ploch (absolutné¢ i v poméru k poctu obyvatel). Dalsi — jiz
mén¢ dilezité — faktory predstavuji mikroregiondlni geografické charakteristiky (v nékterych
ohledech specifika), jez lze povaZovat za derivaty ptredchozich faktori — pfislusnost obce
k mikroregionu, zejména (i) Ceskolipska (vice protestll, pfedeviim s prvky tzv. NIMBY
efektu); (i) Frydlantska, jez charakterizuji vyznamné volebni zisky tradi¢nich spolkt; (iii)
Novoborska s velkym mnozstvim protestnich aktivit, ale jen podle serveru Denik.cz; (iv)
Liberecka, které podle medii charakterizuje vstficnost ufadi, Cetné protesty a petice, jeZ
ovliviiuji dokonce rozhodovani krajskych orgdni); (v) Tanvaldska s vyznamnou protestni
aktivitou podle serveru iDNES); (vi) Jablonecka, jez se zase vyznacuje VvéEtsi protestni
aktivitou podle Deniku.cz.

V ramci Libereckého kraje a patrné 1 jinde puasobi také kulturni a politické faktory
souvisejici s geografii: (i) podil obyvatel ¢eské narodnosti; (ii) pocet kandidati na jeden
mandat v komunalnich volbach a tedy jak lokalni politicka pluralita, tak zajem o vefejnou ¢i
,politickou* angazovanost; (ii1) volebni uspéSnost extremistickych stran v komundlnich
volbach.

Z vétSiny analyz a dat vSak vyplyva, Ze dominantni faktor pfedstavuje populacni velikost
obce ovlivilujici ¢i spiSe determinujici pocty registrovanych OOS, environmentalnich
organizaci, stejn¢ jako frekvenci zprav v obou pouzitych médiich, zmén tizemniho planu nebo
7ZSJ; tento faktor je spolu s populacni velikosti zaroven spjat s postavenim mésta v sidelni
hierarchii. Vedlejsim, ale lokaln¢ vyznamnym (vysvétlujicim) faktorem je i pocet kandidata
na mandat, nebo volebni ucast.

Na zéklad¢€ zjisténi byla vytvotfena 1 zjednoduSend regiondlni typologie ¢i typologicka
regionalizace Libereckého kraje podle sledovanych ob¢anskych aktivit. AZ na jistou anomalii
v piipadé Ceskolipska a Novoborska danou specifickymi a mozna piechodnymi/do¢asnymi
podminkami a také ziejmé& nevyvazenosti (geografického pokryti) jednoho z pouzitych zdrojt

je patrnd hierarchickd struktura vyskytu i aktivit sledovanych obcanskych organizaci:
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koncentrace aktivit na hierarchicky nejvyssi turovni (krajské mésto) je vyssi nez v piipadé
koncentrace obyvatel. Toto zjisténi dokonce odpovidd nékterym vyznamnym teoreticko-
empirickym zjisténim, jako napf. teorii stadii (vyvoje) a na ni navazujicim pristuptiim (Hampl
2008, s. 78-80). Krajské mésto také koncentruje aktivity s vy$§im hierarchickym dosahem
vcetné plisobeni mezinarodni organizace.

V ramci ¢eské odborné obce nebyla zatim (az na dil¢i pfipadové studie) regiondlni
diferenciaci obcanskych a protestnich aktivit vénovana vétsi, geograficky citliva, pozornost.
Cisaf (2008) studoval vyznamné protestni aktivity v ramci Ceska az od urovné krajskych
meést. Z jistého thlu pohledu se skutecné mize regiondlni a lokalni Groven jevit jako ptili§
detailni pro ziskani generalizovanych poznatkt. Na druhé strané se vSak v této praci ukazalo,
Ze i ve vétdich okresnich méstech, jakymi jsou Jablonec nad Nisou &i Ceské Lipa, lze nalézt
Sirokou Skdlu aktivit. Akce s mezinarodnim rozmérem byly organizovdny i v menSich
méstech a dokonce jedné malé venkovské obci. Tyto informace vSak nelze precenovat, natoz
zobeciiovat. Je vSak ziejmé, ze dal$i vyzkum by mél zahrnovat nejen srovnani stavu v jinych
regionech Ceska (viz napf. Stachova 2008), ale také na mezinarodni urovni, jak to &ini
Vv politickych védach napt. Vrablikova (2009, 2014) zohlediiujici narodni kontexty obcanské
nestranické politické participace. Reeno v duchu piispévk Matouska, Vogta a Zenky (2011)
nebo Kofroné (2012), tak spolecensky diilezité téma, jakym jsou (zejména politicke) aktivity
organizaci obcanské spolecnosti, jiz jsme vSichni soucasti, nelze ponechat pouze zdanlivé
relevantnéjSim oborim, kdyz i1 geografie predstavuje v tomto ohledu znacny potencial.
Volebni geografie jiz dlouho zkouma prostorovy kontext na lokalni a regionalni Girovni nejen
vramci celého Ceska (Bernard, Kostelecky 2014). Hodnovérngjsi vysledky vsak muiZze
poskytnout asi jen interdisciplindrni pfistup a kombinace kvantitativniho a kvalitativniho
vyzkumu.

Pokud jde o kontext, z politicko-geografického hlediska nelze ignorovat ani
makroregionalni ¢i globalni uroven, napi. proces tzv. , kosmopolitanizace®, ktery se vSak
setkava s obavami mnoha obc¢ani (Beck 2006, cit. v Dostal 2013). To dnes umocnuje tzv.
uprchlickd krize, zkreslena medidlnim obrazem, az se zdd, ze Sse smér doposud pievazné
pozitivniho vyvoje k emancipované obcanské spolecnosti, podle postmaterialistickych trendt
popsanych Inglehartem a Welzelem (2005), obraci, viz i projevy odporu K narodnostnim
a nabozenskym mensindm c¢i handicapovanym, pozorované i ve sledovaném Libereckém
kraji jiz v pfedchozich letech. Zkoumdni této ,,odvracené tvaie* obcanské spolecnosti
(areakcei jeji demokratické ¢asti) na mnoha fadovostnich Grovnich je téz dulezitym ukolem

politickych geografi.
16



Abstract

This dissertation thesis is trying to find and apply a political-geographical approach to the
study of political activities of the civil society. At first, it searches it theoretically, for example
on the bases of theories of democracy, relations among the state and civil society, social
capital etc. It stresses an importance of an active role of a citizen as an actor in liberal
democracy, in a complex society, but also a conflictful character or forms of a part of civil
society, which, by its public control, finally contributes to strengthening and maintaining of
democracy. It also admits a possible risk of conflict with representative democracy. The thesis
tends towards those approaches which investigate the relationship of the civil society with the
state and the commercial sphere, in which conflicts occur in the (public) space and about the
space. Thereafter, the issue is studied empirically on the example of local and regional level in
the Liberec Region, where impacts of a hierarchical level, a distance from the centre, the
territory resettled after the Second World War and other possible geographical influencing
factors. As the data source about the organisations and activities of the civil society the thesis
uses namely these three items: (i) data from the Register of Economical Subjects about
subjects associating their members as to enforcing common interests (the CZ-NACE “94*”
category); (ii) media data obtained by own research from servers Denik.cz and iDNES.cz
using Google Advanced Search, according to selected keywords. From 2857 newspaper
articles automatically researched from years 2010-2014 there were selected, based on criteria
defined in advance, 381 relevant articles. On this basis, an analysis of protest and other events
was processed (including referenda or public enquiries); (iii) The thesis also studies
successfulness of traditional associations and other groups excepting classical political parties
in municipal elections 2010 and 2014. Regarding the data from all the sources, on the one
hand, geographical aspects of other phenomena are analyzed, using a basic cartographic
projection and aggregate table outputs. On the other hand, as to outline influences of possible
geographical factors and spatial patterns, methods of multivariate linear regression and local
spatial autocorrelation (LISA) are employed. On this basis the thesis is trying to answer the
basic question: Are there any differences in the intensity of conflicts of civic initiatives, state
governance, self-governance and commercial interests and their reasons in accordance with
vertical hierarchy of municipalities as well as horizontal geographical distribution (regarding
the influence of other geographical factors)? After the positive answer, an attempt to create
a typology of the territory of the Liberec Region as well as an assessment of some negative
phenomena, follow.

Keywords
Civic initiatives and NGOs, conflicts of interests, civil society, political geography,
geographical aspects and factors, political activism, democracy, Liberec Region
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Introduction

Civil society is often associated with functional liberal democracy. Beside the state with
traditional association life, mutual trust and developed social capital, created historically in
the long term (Putnam 1993), however, civil society organisations (CSQOs) or informal civic
initiatives (CI) can be also seen in roles of fighters for keeping or establishing of democracy
(as well as other interests) in a milieu, which yet/already doesn’t have to be liberal democratic
itself, was aware of the need of public control of the political scene, though he limited it to
(mostly political party) sessions (Capek 1969 [1935]).

Political geographers are traditionally interested rather in another themes, for example
those close to international, geopolitical issues or electoral geography, although (in some
respects strengthening) civil society represents a politically significant phenomenon, which is
increasingly involved in the organization and management of social life and in economic
terms it can be compared with the impact of the commercial and public sector (Abrahamson
1995 cit. in Fri¢, Batora 2005; Potiucek 1997, 2005). This thesis, on the one hand, explores
some of the existing theoretical and methodological approaches, developed in social science
fields close to political geography, and it is trying to find a "space" for political-geographical
research; on the other hand, in the empirical section, it attempts, in the case of the diverse
Liberec Region, using statistical data, media reports and the results of the municipal elections,
to investigate possible geographical and political-geographical factors influencing the
(spatial) distribution of selected civic activities, with the effort to generalize the impact of
these factors, as well as the identification of local specificities.

Although this dissertation thesis is conceived as a monograph, its theoretical part is based
on several author’s publications (Vogt 2012, 2015, following Vogt 2010), which had been
elaborated within the dissertation related eponymous project supported by the Science
Foundation of the Charles University in the years 2010-2012 (no. 101610). Within these
papers, the author is trying to seek theoretical approaches and knowledge appropriate for the
political-geographical study of civil society, and refer to geographic or spatial aspects of this
issue, respectively. Therefore, naturally, the theoretical part of the dissertation thesis, chapters
1.1, and 1.2, not only comes from these publications, but it tries to directly integrate them (in
a slightly modified form). In chapter 2 there are summarized and operationalized goals, the
main research question and working hypotheses. The third chapter describes and explains the
methodology plan of the work. The empirical part (chapters 4-7, along with 8) unlike the

theoretical one has not been published, yet, with an exception of a presentation of preliminary
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partial results at the Congress of Czech and Slovak Geographic Societies in 2014. Chapter 4
analyzes the available data from the statistical evidence, chapter 5 describes extensively the
basic outputs of the analysis of protest and other activities of civil society on the basis of
media data, and chapter 6 shows the role and importance of civil society organizations in the
context of traditional politics, based on the results of municipal elections. Chapter 7 then,
using multiple linear regression and spatial autocorrelation, analyzes in detail the possible
impact of political-geographical factors on the distribution of monitored organizations and
their activities in the Liberec Region. In Chapter 8, there follows the summary of the results,
having been expressed by some regionalization of the territory of the observed Liberec
Region, and an overview of the main factors of geographic and political-geographic nature,
which affect or may affect the incidence and intensity of activities of the civil society and the
resulting differentiation of the region. Within the conclusion, possible further direction of

research is outlined, as well.

Aims of the study

Based on the discussion with the relevant literature and in the spirit of traditional
geographical approaches, representing an evaluation of geographic aspects (perspectives and
attitudes) of civic activities and an analysis of political-geographical factors, which also
differentiate these activities in geographic/regional sense, following research objectives,
questions and working hypotheses were determined. The main research goals of this thesis
include: (1) To evaluate the relevant theoretical concepts and empirical studies of civic
initiatives, civil society, democracy, relations of the market, the state and the civic sector etc.
from the viewpoint of political geography; (2) To document geographic aspects (occurrence
and the intensity of activity), to identify and clarify local and regional differences of this
incidence and of differences in the intensity of activities of civic initiatives and their conflicts
with the state administration, self-governance and the commercial sector; (3) To try to
generalize knowledge gathered, which could have practical implications for the wider public.

From the basic geographical perspective, formulated in Objective 2, the main research
question comes, as well. It is relatively simple, even trivial, but its development from the
geographical aspects — simple "topography" of civic activities — to detect important factors
influencing their regional differentiation can yield interesting insights. The question is this:
How are politically engaged civic activities spatially/geographically differentiated? Are there

any (significant) spatial variations in the intensity of these activities and conflicts being
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brought by them? What are the main factors of this differentiation, the role played by
geographical and political-geographical factors, respectively?

In the context of the main objectives of the thesis and the research question, working
hypotheses have been formulated (resulting from some theoretical assumptions presented in
Chapter 1.2): (1) Closer to the centre (i.e. the regional capital) and with increasing
hierarchical level of municipalities, more problems and conflicts will occur, in which civil
society is involved; these conflicts will be also exposed to more intensive media pressure and
thus provided with more publicity. (2) Further from the centre (i.e. the regional capital) and at
the lower hierarchical level conflicts and other political expressions of civil society will be
less intensive. (3) In accordance with the geographic view local or (micro-)regional influences
of the territory resettled after 1945 (e,g, Janc¢ak, Chromy, Marada, Havlicek, Vondrackova

2010), local natural and social conditions, will become evident.

Methods and data sources

The methodology is based on theoretical considerations of chapter 1 as well as research
objectives, the main question and working hypotheses. An example of the Liberec Region has
been chosen because, in the relatively small territory, it combines many different geographical
factors (the territory resettled after the Second World War as well as the un-resettled one, i.e.
traditional; urban, rural, protected - natural reserve - areas etc.), and therefore it enables to
compare (relatively) extremely favourable and unfavourable conditions in the meaning of
sufficient or necessary conditions (Van Evera 1997, Kofron 2012). Naturally, even the fact
that the author comes from this region and thus he has certain awareness of its milieu has
played a certain role in the selection of the region investigated. On the other hand, a field
survey hasn’t been accomplished, eventually, and thus the extent of author's personal bias was
limited, to a certain degree.

Albeit the thesis is trying to apply a more empirical quantitative approach to the issue,
with certain qualitative and normative elements, allowing at least partial generalization of the
knowledge obtained, however, on the other hand, being aware of the imperfect data, selected
methods as well as the complexity of the social-geographical reality (see e.g. Hampl, 1998), it
must be admitted, that the goal is not to disclose entirely clear laws, but rather at least
indications of some contexts. The nature of the thesis is descriptive, sporadically. Descriptive

scientific works have been respected, as sometimes necessary, also for the possibility of
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generalization, even by advocates of rather positivist approaches (King, Keohane, Verba
1996; Cisaf 2015; Van Evera 1997; Kofron 2012).

The thesis uses mainly publicly available, and thus verifiable, data and media resources, in
particular the following three: (i) two own databases of selected protest and other civil
activities on the basis of searched and selected news from iDNES.cz and Denik.cz servers
from the years 2010-2014, (ii) the RES (Register of Economic Subjects, Czech Statistical
Office) database as of October 2012 (CSU 2012b), and (iii) the results of municipal elections
from 2010 and 2014 obtained from the server Volby.cz (CSU 2010c¢ and 2014c) and showing
the role of groups from outside of traditional politics, especially traditional associations in
local politics. It must be recognized that the quality or comprehensive explanatory power,
respectively, of some of the data used (media data, RES) is limited. On the one hand, it is
a problematic approach of the media and the way of the searching of reports. On the other
hand it is the incompleteness of statistical registers, which, moreover, inherently record only
"official” part of organized civil society. The real possibility to generalize the findings is thus
more difficult, even though the author is attempting to do so.

The analysis of data from the RES is focuses on the category of subjects according to the
classification of economic activities CZ-NACE no. 94.99.7 "Activities of civil initiatives,
protest movements”, and the entire category 94 "Activities of organisations associating
persons in order to promote common interests”, respectively. Media articles (for the period
2010-2014) were searched out from addresses "http://www.denik.cz/liberecky-kraj/" and
"http://liberec.idnes.cz/" using the Google Advanced Search by keywords in the following
format: "protest OR petice OR demonstrace OR iniciativa OR happening OR shromazdeni OR
manifestace OR referendum OR aktivisté OR anketa OR podpisova OR bojkot OR pochod OR
odpuirci OR odpor OR bouri" (i.e. protest, petition, demonstration, initiative, happening,
meeting, rally, referendum, activists, inquiry, signature (action), boycott, march, opponents,
resistance, to rebel). From 1932 articles retrieved from iDNES.cz and 925 from Denik.cz
there were, based on the actual presence of keywords and thematic relevance, 224 and 157
articles filtered, respectively, which, having been matched to related municipalities, created
300 and 207 cases, respectively, according to the place of occurrence. Further, articles/cases
were coded according to other observed characteristics (e.g. the target institution of the protest
or other activity, the range of the event, the nature and scope of the initiator, the extent of
eventual overarching campaign). This approach was inspired by the research of Cisafi (2008)
and the so called Protest Event Analysis (PEA), using media or police data (Koopmans, Rucht

2002). As to the electoral data, the thesis is focused on electoral gains of traditional
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associations (firemen, hunters, Sokol sport movement, etc.), individual independent
candidates and local or regional groups outside classical national political parties.

The Data has been processed using the basic methods of thematic cartography (absolute
and relative data for municipalities) and tabular summary (for microregions) using software
QGIS, ESRI Arc GIS and MS Excel, in order to identify and describe their geographical
aspects. In order to detect possible effects of tested geographic factors, method of multivariate
linear regression in SPSS software is used. Variables were cleaned from possible influence of
population size of the municipality (average of CSU 2012a a 2013a), by regression analysis
(using the "curve fit" method), similarly like Bernard (2012).

Independent variables included belonging of the municipality to the territory of so called
Sudetenland, resettled after World War 11, according to The Special Topographic Map of the
Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia 1:75000 (Zeméméiiésky ufad Cechy a Morava (Geodesy
office, Bohemia and Moravia), Opevneni.cz 2010 [1943]), map layer (CSU 2011a) and
cartographically processed data from the 1930 population census (Oufednicek et al. 2015), to
protected areas (CENIA, AOPK, CUZK, CSU 2015), belonging to a particular microregion
(CSU 2014c); distance of the municipality to the municipality with extended powers (ORP),
Liberec and Prague, expressed by drive time according to the Mapy.cz server (Seznam.cz
2015; number of changes of spatial planning regulation between 2010-2015, indicating "land
(use) pressure™ (Foley, Hutchinson 1994), the data source is Portal izemniho planovani
(Spatial Planning Portal) UUR (2010, 2015), the number of basic settlement units “ZSJ”
(CSU 2013b), with a possible impact on the incidence of associations (Ktisova 2013); formal
hierarchical position of the municipality (CSU 2014c); demographic and socioeconomic
indicators from the census 2011 (CSU 2011c, e) such as the adjusted age index (rate of post-
productive to pre-productive age residents), the proportion of university-educated residents,
natives, inhabitants of Czech ethnicity and believers. Furthermore, it was the number of
candidates for one mandate, turnout and share of extremist parties, on average for the
municipal elections 2010 and 2014 (CSU 2010c¢ a 2014c).

As the dependent variables, there has been used data on subject category CZ-NACE "94*"
and CZ-NACE 94.99.5 (environmental organizations) from RES (CSU 2012b) as of October
2012, the average election result of traditional associations and all groups excepting the
classical nation-wide political parties in municipal elections in the years 2010 and 2014 (CSU
2010c a 2014c) and data on the number of all selected news reports and rate of cases of so
called NIMBY effect, protests and petitions and cases of helpfulness of the authorities from

the aforementioned media reports researches. Using these data, there was also subsequently
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tested the effect of space itself, by the method of analysis of local spatial autocorrelation
(LISA) in GeoDa software, see Anselin (1995, 2003), Spurna (2008). "Tentatively",

a multivariate regression among those dependent variables was investigated, as well.

Results and discussion

The first result of the thesis was, in accordance with the first objective, an attempt to
evaluate theoretical approaches to the issue from the geographical viewpoint in chapter 1,
using texts Vogt (2012 and 2015), following Vogt (2010). Besides the general emphasis on
the role of a human as an actor, an element which can in a developed complex democratic
society influence the structure and cooperate (Giddens 1984, Hampl 1998), there was
2000) with advocational, checking or even protest roles of organizations (Fung 2003, Tarrow,
Petrova 2007, Cisaf 2008, Cisaf, Navratil, Vrablikova 2011) and on the other hand, the
associations’ activity, supporting the development of mutual trust and social capital (Putnam,
1993, 19954, b), which is secondarily projected into the better relations between citizens and
their political representation. Nevertheless, in practice, the political role of associations can be
stronger, as it is shown even in part 6 of this thesis, especially their importance for municipal
politics of some rural areas (Vobecka, Dan¢k 2007).

In accordance with the second objective of this thesis, in chapters 4-6, geographical
aspects of the issue utilizing aforementioned statistical, media and electoral data were
introduced. Subsequently, with statistical analysis (multivariate regression and local spatial
autocorrelation), it was tried to identify the underlying determinants of the realized
geographic distribution of the observed protest and other civil activities in the Liberec Region.

Based on data from RES (CSU 2012b) and indicators of the relative number of
organizations promoting the common interests of their members, there was shown that the
Liberec Region belongs rather to the better ones, even though the indicator used does not
reflect the real engagement of citizens. Within the Liberec Region, a relative dominance of
the regional capital emerged, however, compared with the position of centres in some other
regions, it is not so pronounced, anymore. Civil society organisations are also concentrated in
other major towns. Relative data for microregions are affected by different (size) settlement
pattern where, for example Frydlant and Jilemnice microregions with a larger number of

smaller municipalities and close to protected areas showed relatively higher numbers of
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religious and environmental organizations, etc, even regardless of whether they were in the
territory resettled after World War 2 or not.

The media data provided the thesis with relatively deep, though often medially distorted,
insight into specific cases of protest and other relevant civic activities. There appeared,
however, the imbalance of the geographic news coverage of one of two sources - the Denik.cz
server, having ignored the Semily district and favouring Ceska Lipa and especially Novy Bor
microregions. Regarding the structure of keywords, the largest representation of "protests”
and "petitions™ appeared, in line with the assumption that such events do not place as heavy
demands on mobilization of citizens and their personal engagement as in the case of direct
participation in demonstrations etc. (Cisai 2008). The events were concentrated mostly in
bigger towns, especially in the case of the Jablonec nad Nisou microregion with a relatively
small hinterland of the municipality with extended powers levels, the concentration in the
administrative centre dominated, more than the population size would correspond to. The
largest number of cases was concerned with the Podjestédi microregion (the Jestéd Mountain
foothills) with a number of environmental problems. There were investigated also some
socially important phenomena: in Novy Bor and Tanvald microregions, there occurred
escalating ethnic tensions, even extremist appearance, some of which were also classified as
protests and demonstrations against the "weaker" minority groups (Roma people). There are,
however, also other socially negative effects, for example, in the Cesk4 Lipa microregion
expressions of opposition to the location of facilities for mentally disabled women. Mostly,
disputes over land use and availability of services (postal service, transport links, etc.)
prevailed. An agent - initiator of the action - mostly came from the place itself, though there
were often combinations of local and external initiatives. In accordance with the findings of
Cisaf (2008), actions led by officially unorganized groups or individuals (the “self-
organization™), or various petition committees, which can amalgamate with this category,
dominated. There were also strongly represented civic associations, dominant mainly during
protests in Podjestédi microregion (the Jestéd Mountain foothills).

The extension of activity (scope) of the initiator of the event was mostly local (about 60 %
in the entire region) or regional (circa 20 %); in accordance with the settlement hierarchy,
nationwide or international agents occurred only in the largest towns. The spatial range of
events was similar, more often there were also protests with international impact (protection
of the Arctic, protests against the Russian annexation of the Crimea, which even arouse
a reaction of the Russian embassy, etc.) The umbrella campaign for some actions was mostly

nationwide, naturally. However, there were only few similar events, concentrated mainly in
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the regional capital or other major centres, eventually. Protests and other events were mostly
appealing to local, regional or national authorities or to appropriate courts, sometimes. From
the reports, it was possible to identify a number of recurring "media cases™ (scandals/themes).
Besides the more common protests for saving grammar schools or the glass school in
Kamenicky Senov, against restricting public transport, etc., there were disputes about basalt
mining at the Tlustec hill in Podjestédi (the Jestéd Mountain foothills) or Liberec referendum
on municipal property. Some of these "cases™ have occurred in both media sources.

The overview of the role of civil society organisations in the municipal elections of 2010
and 2014 has showed the dominance of local and other groups outside the conventional
political parties, in small municipalities. Their representation, however, was quite significant
in the case of large towns, as well. More interesting findings have been provided by election
results of traditional associations. Their electoral gains has been concentrated almost
exclusively in Semily district (Semily microregion proper, but also Turnov and Jilemnice
microregions); to a lesser extent, they succeeded also in Frydlant microregion, while in the
Ceska Lipa microregion, traditional associations, even in small municipalities, have virtually
absented. The question is whether it is the effect of the settlement pattern (very small
municipalities are situated also in the Ceska Lipa microregion with low electoral support of
associations) or the effect of the resettled territory (with exception of Frydlant microregion).

The regression analysis, having operated with a series of variously (geographically)
conditioned factors, together with an analysis of local spatial autocorrelation, has allowed to
reveal some contexts, especially the polarization of the conflicting Ceska Lipa microregion
(Podjestédi microregion - the Je$téd Mountain foothills) and calmer Turnov or Semily
microregions, but also almost complete peace or media ignoring of parts of Frydlant or the
east of Jilemnice microregions, and to lead to the synthesis of the results. The basic research
question and the first two hypotheses can be answered positively, that in monitored civic
activities, geographical differences and certain influence of vertical hierarchical level and
horizontal distance from the centre of the region, have occurred. While the electoral successes
of traditional associations are typical of the smallest municipalities, protest events have shown
a greater concentration in large towns, sometimes even beyond the effect of their population
size, mainly due to the importance - the hierarchy of these settlements, having concentrated
decision-making institutions on the one hand (Hampl 2005), and, on the other hand,
organisations (civil activities) monitoring and overseeing these institutions. However, within
the traditional quantitative research, it is difficult to distinguish the real impact of the "reality"

from "virtualized™ and often subjective media.
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Regarding the third hypothesis, the impact of local geographical factors, signs of local
historical-cultural and other influences have been observed. In many respects, nevertheless,
naturally, the population size of the municipality has the greatest influence (in particular on
the number of registered organizations, the number of environmental organizations, all
selected reports from both the media sources used, candidates on a mandate, spatial plan
changes, basic settlement units or the electoral turnout - there with negative impact).
Furthermore, there were (i) the historical and cultural geographic influence of belonging of
the municipality to the so-called resettled territory of "Sudetenland” (positive impact on the
incidence of petitions and protests according to iDNES.cz, though given also by the presence
of larger and hierarchically higher-ranking towns, negative impacts on voting for traditional
associations in municipal elections (with the exception of Frydlant microregion with
a specific settlement pattern); (ii) the formal hierarchical position of the municipality
(negative influence on voting for traditional associations in municipal elections); (iii) the
distance from the municipality with extended powers (ORP) - microregional peripherality
(positive effect on the incidence of cases of NIMBY effect according to iDNES, on the
occurrence of civil society organisations promoting some interests, negative impact on
electoral gains of local associations, independent candidates and other groups with exception
of conventional political parties); (iv) the distance from the city of Liberec - regional
peripherality (a negative effect on the incidence of all monitored activities and cases of
NIMBY effect according to iDNES.cz); (v) the distance from the capital city of Prague — the
peripherality within Czechia (positive impact on the incidence of environmental
organizations); (vi) the number of basic settlement units (ZSJ) in the municipality - settlement
pattern related to the size of the municipality (positive effect, within the monitored events, on
the number of publicized civic activities in Denik.cz and expressions of willingness of
authorities in iDNES.cz); (vii) the belonging of the most of the municipality territory to
a protected area (negative effect on the incidence of environmental organizations located
(a domicile) rather in larger towns and cities); (viii) the absolute and relative number of
changes of the spatial plan — the pressure on land use (positive connection with events
observed, according to Denik.cz, but negative influence on reports of iDNES.cz — in the case
of relative data vice versa - positive influence on voting for groups with exception of classical
political parties).

Other factors represent the microregional geographical specifics, although related to the
previous ones - the belonging of the municipality to the (particular) microregion: (i) the Ceska

Lipa microregion (positive relationship with all reports, cases of NIMBY effect, protests and
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petitions as well as the willingness of authorities according to Denik.cz - arguable, but also
with the NIMBY effect according to iDNES.cz, a negative influence on the number of
registered civil society organizations OS); (ii) the Frydlant microregion (positive connection
with electoral gains of traditional associations); (iii) the Novy Bor microregion (positive
relationship with all cases, the NIMBY effect or the willingness of the authorities according
to Denik.cz - questionable); (iv) the Liberec microregion (positive connection with
expressions of willingness of authorities, protests and petitions according to iDNES.cz); (v)
the Tanvald microregion (positive influence on the incidence of news reports according to
IDNES.cz); (vi) the Jablonec nad Nisou microregion (positive connection with reports
provided by Denik.cz).

There is also effect of further, cultural and political factors related to geography: (i) the
rate of the population of the Czech ethnicity (a negative effect on the incidence of cases of
NIMBY effect according to iDNES.cz); (ii) the number of candidates for one seat in local
elections - local political plurality (positive impact on the electoral success of traditional
associations — even if in small municipalities with lower plurality in general — a positive
relationship with a high rate of NIMBY effect, petitions and protests in the news of Denik.cz
— the influence of the towns in the Ceska Lipa and Novy Bor microregions, with all events
and expressions of willingness by the authorities according to iDNES.cz); (iii) the electoral
success of extremist parties in municipal elections (negative connection with voting for
traditional associations — with exception of the Frydlant microregion — and with voting for
groups excepting classical national political parties).

Based on the findings provided by chapters 4-7, the territory of Liberec Region can be
divided into several microregions, or microregional types respectively, depending on the
nature and expressions of civic activities; their definition is based on the structure of the
administrative districts of municipalities with extended powers (SO ORP), which is divided or
spatially revised by it: (1) The Novy Bor and Tanvald microregions — small-town conflictful,
resettled (after WWII) borderland with reminiscences of ethnic tension); (2) The Eastern
Ceska Lipa and Western Liberec microregions — the Podjestédi microregion (the Jeitéd
Mountain foothills) — rural, conflictful, resettled with a number of environmental disputes (the
threat of basalt, uranium ore or gravel-sand mining); (3) The Eastern Liberec, Jablonec nad
Nisou microregions — central area, town-city, resettled borderland (relatively many
organizations and media reports as a result of higher hierarchical importance); (4) The
Northern Liberec, North Jablonec nad Nisou microregions — urban and rural resettled

periphery — less frequent conflicts; rather neglected area, relating to the Frydlant microregion;
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(5) The Western Ceska Lipa microregion — rural resettled, peripheral, similar to the
problematic Usti nad Labem Region; relatively less number of registered civil society
organizations, also structurally affected (see Perlin et al., 2010), partly reports on conflicts;
(6) The Turnov, Semily and Western Jilemnice (partially Zelezny Brod) regions — un-resettled
(i.e. original traditional) rural periphery, to some extent neglected by the media, relatively
fewer disputes, relatively more organizations, voting for traditional associations in municipal
elections; (7) The Zelezny Brod microregion — un-resettled, but the electoral success of
traditional associations smaller, as to protest actions, almost unmentioned by the media, small,
peripheral; (8) The Eastern and Northern Jilemnice microregion — “Podkrokonosi”
(Krkonose/Giant Mountains foothills) - totally neglected, partly resettled periphery (9) The
Frydlant microregion — specific resettled periphery with a number of smaller villages and
towns (voting for extremists like in the so-called Sudetenland, but voting for traditional
associations like in Turnov microregion, as high relative number of church organisations as in
Jilemnice microregion, however, with low level of religiosity — possible impact of settlement
pattern).

In accordance with the objective 3, in the thesis, there are also attempts to formulate
certain practical recommendations, though they are based on evidence not obtained directly
from practice. For instance, it is the recommendation to change (relax) the legislation to
referendum, as to the referenda would not have often to be replaced by informal public
inquiries (without legally binding results), and the emphasis on the importance of studying
dangerous or even social pathological phenomena within the 'downside’ of civil society
(attacks against minorities etc.).

Conclusion

Geographical aspects of activities of NGOs and civic initiatives in Czechia is a very broad
topic that, despite narrowing to the case of Liberec Region and the restrictions to the point of
view of political geography, is not possible to fulfil completely within a single thesis. Given
the breadth of the issue, it was necessary to focus only on some of its aspects and factors (of
geographic or political-geographic nature) and, as part of their investigation, to describe
primarily the basic characteristics of the distribution and intensity of monitored organizations
and activities and then to try to identify and distinguish factors - causes of this distribution -
and an explanation of the context. I am aware that, especially Chapter 5 may be reasonably

perceived as being too descriptive and extensive. Nevertheless, the intention was, even in the
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absence of case studies, to introduce readers to the various issues of (primarily geographic)
aspects of observed civic activities in the particular space. As it has been unveiled, the media
sources used, (perhaps also due to possible distortion by the search technique) vary greatly
both in geographically as well as in "thematic" coverage of the issue. Although the thesis has
used resources of respected information feeds of nationwide scope, focused on specific
selected regions, for exploration of the activities at the local level, it would clearly be
preferable, even if more time consuming, the use of local periodicals, town hall newsletters
etc. However, in the case of such sources, the desirable objectivity, credibility and resistance
to local pressures is even more arguable, and their achievement would require not only to
reflect also stationeries of (minority) opposition, but also the use and of publishing activity of
representatives of the civil society organisations and the overall approach and effort that not
only exceeds the possibilities of this thesis, but its methodological approaches as well. It is
obvious that questionnaires with selected agents, which would help to deepen knowledge of
the local context, would be beneficial or even more beneficial. Nevertheless, apparently, alone
it would probably not and could not lead to obtain a clear spatial distribution pattern of protest
events and other civic activities.

View of the officially registered civil society organizations does not reflect the entire
reality, as well; it does not record the most of spontaneous, informal civic initiatives, which
represent most often civil activities as part of the so-called “self-organization” (Cisat 2008).
Interesting, but again only partial, is the view of the successful participation of civil society
organizations in the municipal elections, especially in the case of traditional associations, with
significantly geographically and locally differentiated activity, respectively.

Within the outlined limited efforts the key findings should be provided by the chapter 7,
aimed at revealing the possible impact of relevant geographical factors and the projection of
these factors in space in the case of the Liberec Region. Initially, |1 was very sceptical that the
data used in combination with selected, relatively simple methods could produce credible
findings, however, the multivariate linear regression and spatial autocorrelation, despite some
problems and deviations (usually caused by the smallest municipalities), at least indicated
some certain, and, in the line with the logic of things, working contexts. Based on simple
indicators of both distribution and the results of statistical analyses, it is possible to identify
fairly clear geographic differences, especially between the urban environment and the
countryside, cores and hinterlands, but also within the monitored region particularly between
the Ceska Lipa microregion with the “Podjestédi” microregion (the Jestéd Mountain foothills)

on the one hand and the Turnov or Semily microregions on the other hand, or otherwise
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between the area of "traditional” countryside and the territory having been resettled in the
post-war period, as in many other respects, has been documented in the work of experts on
resistance of historic division and indigenous (internal) historical boundaries (Jancak et al.
2010, Perlin et al. 2010).

When interpreting the results of any differentiation in such conditions, it is necessary not
only to be careful, but even sceptical. Albeit the analysis of such a relatively small and diverse
territory, as the Liberec Region, has showed significant geographic differences, however, it is
difficult to estimate their real causes, which could result in a credible, thus generally valid
explanation or even a generalization. Likewise, it is relevant to ask, whether it is not rather
a coincidence, or site-specific effects, respectively (eg. the “Podjestédi” microregion - the
Jestéd Mountain foothills). Even though, it can be argued, that at least for some of the results
and findings, a support in theoretical assumptions and specific empirical findings/works in
a number of areas and countries can be found (Putnam 1993; Cisai 2008; Gregor, Smith
2012). In the case, when primarily the data and information from the media sphere are used in
the thesis, it is difficult to distinguish between the media image — not only in the geographical
sense — and the reality. The situation has not been improved even by the confrontation of two
sources, thoroughly used also in this thesis, due to the limited overlap of reporting on
particular events. On the other hand, a by-product of this work has been, originally
unintended, comparison of geographic and thematic differences in "media image" of civic
activities.

Despite aforementioned problems, and "set" limits some findings can be considered to be
relatively credible, and on this basis it is possible to draw conclusions that could constitute or
at least suggest practical implications. Those basic claim that investigated civic activities, at
least in the Liberec Region, are influenced by the following factors, especially, being
predominantly of a geographical nature: (i) the belonging to a municipality to the so called
resettled territory of "Sudetenland”; (ii) the status of the municipality in the hierarchy of the
settlement system; (iii) location, distance from the centre (the municipality with extended
powers, ORP) - microregional peripherality; (iv) the distance from the city of Liberec -
Regional peripherality; (v) the distance from Prague — peripheriality within Czechia; (vi) the
number of basic settlement units (ZSJ) in the municipality — settlement structure and thus
indirectly the size of the municipality; (vii) the belonging of the most of the territory of the
municipality to protected areas; (viii) the number of changes in the spatial plan - an indicator
of pressure on land/areas use (both absolutely and relative to population). Other - already less

important - factors are microregional geographical characteristics (in some respects specifics),
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which can be considered as derivates of previous factors — the belonging of the municipality
to the particular microregion, namely (i) the Ceska Lipa microregion (more protests,
especially with signs of so called NIMBY effect); (ii) the Frydlant microregion being
characterized by significant electoral gains of traditional associations; (iii) the Novy Bor
microregion with plenty of protest activities, but only according to the server Denik.cz; (iv)
the Liberec microregion, which is, according to the media, characterized by the willingness of
authorities, numerous protests and petitions, which affects even the decisions made by
regional authorities); (v) the Tanvald microregion with significant protest activity according
to the iDNES server); (vi) the Jablonec nad Nisou microregion, which was, on the other hand,
characterized by greater protest activity according to Denik.cz.

Within the Liberec region and apparently elsewhere, as well, also cultural and political
factors, related to geography, have effect: (i) the rate of the population of Czech ethnicity; (ii)
the number of candidates per seat in the municipal elections and therefore both local political
plurality and the interest in public or "political” engagement; (iii) the electoral success of
extremist parties in local elections.

Most analyzes and data, however, shows that the dominant factor is the population size of
the municipality, influencing or, rather, determining the number of registered civil society
organisations, the environmental organizations, as well as the frequency of reporting in both
media sources used, the number of changes in spatial plans or basic settlement units; This
factor, along with population size is also linked with the position of the city in the settlement
hierarchy. Side, but locally significant (explanatory) factor is the number of candidates for the
mandate or the electoral turnout.

Based on the findings, a simplified regional typology or typological regionalization of the
Liberec Region according to the monitored civic activities has been created, as well.
Excepting a certain anomaly in the case of the Ceska Lipa and Novy Bor microregions, due to
the specific and possibly transient/temporary conditions and also apparently imbalances (of
geographic coverage) in of the sources used, the hierarchical structure of incidence and
activities of observed civic organizations is apparent: the concentration of activities on the
hierarchically top level (the regional capital) is higher than in the case of the concentration of
the population. This finding is even consistent with some major theoretical-empirical
findings, e.g. The theory of stages (of development) and subsequent following approaches
(Hampl 2008, pp. 78-80). The regional capital also concentrates activities with greater

hierarchical range, including the operation of international organizations.
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Within the Czech professional community a more dedicated, geographically sensitive,
attention to regional differentiation of civic and protest activities has not been paid, yet
(except for partial case studies). Cisai (2008) studied the major protest activities within
Czechia beginning at the (lowest) level of regional cities, only. On the one hand, from
a certain point of view the local and regional level can seem too close to obtain generalized
knowledge, indeed. On the other hand, however, it has been revealed in this thesis, that even
in larger towns, such as Jablonec nad Nisou and Ceska Lipa, a wide range of activities could
be found. Events with an international dimension were organized also in smaller towns and
even in a small rural village. However, this information cannot be overestimated, nor
generalized. It is clear, nevertheless, that further research should include not only the
comparison of the state in other regions of Czechia (see e.g. Stachova 2008), but also at the
international level, as it has been done in political science for example by Vrablikova (2009,
2014), taking into account national contexts of civil non-partisan political participation. To
put it in a spirit of papers of Matousek, Vogt and Zenka (2011) or Kofron (2012), such
a socially important issue, the (especially political) activities of organisations of civil society
are, we all having been part of, cannot be left only to seemingly more relevant disciplines,
when geography represents, in this respect, considerable potential, as well. Electoral
geography has long been examining the spatial context at local and regional levels, not only
within the scope of the entire Czechia (Bernard, Kostelecky 2014). More reliable results,
however, can be provided probably only by an interdisciplinary approach and a combination
of quantitative and qualitative research.

Regarding the context, from the political-geographical viewpoint, even macro-regional or
global level cannot be ignored, e.g. a process called "cosmopolitanization”, which, however,
meets concerns of many citizens (Beck 2006 cit. in Dostal 2013). Today, the fears are being
amplified by the so called Refugee crisis, distorted in the media image, that it even seems that
the direction of still mostly positive development towards an emancipated civil society, in
accordance with post-materialist trends described by Inglehart and Welzel (2005), turns back,
see also expressions of averse against ethnic and religious minorities or handicapped persons,
observed in the monitored Liberec Region in previous years, as well. The research on this
"dark side™ of civil society (and reactions of its democratic part) at many hierarchical levels is

also an important task for political geographers.
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Zivotopis / Curriculum vitae

Vzdélani | Education

09/2008 —

11/2011

08/2010
2002 — 2008

1998 — 2002

Doktorské studium v oboru regionalni a politicka geografie (Univerzita
Karlova v Praze, Ptirodovédecka fakulta)/Doctoral study in Regional and
Political Geography (Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Science)
Vzdélavaci kurz Centra pro vyzkum neziskového sektoru, Masarykova
univerzita ,,Teorie a praxe vyzkumu neziskového sektoru“/Educational
Course of The Centre for Nonprofit Sector Research, Masaryk University,
Brno “The Theory and Practice of the Nonprofit Sector Research”, Brno
First Certificate in English (The British Council)

Magisterské studium (Mgr.) v oboru socialni geografie (Univerzita Karlova
Vv Praze, Pfirodovédecka fakulta)/Master degree (Mgr.) in Social Geography
(Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Science)

Gymnazium Dr. Randy/Dr. Randa Grammar School, Jablonec nad Nisou

Zaméstndni a praxe / Employment and practice

03-04/2015
11/2013, 12/2012

05-08/2013

2007-2009

02/2007

Korekce textt (DPC) / text proofing (part time), Electro World

Administrativni  vypomoc (DPP)/Administrative ~assistant (part time),
projekt/project GACR P402/11/1712, Univerzita Karlova v Praze,
Piirodovédecka fakulta/ Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Science

Analyza hospodarskych a obcanskych aktivit v hornim Posizavi — Cést
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Spravce pocitacové studovny, Univerzita Karlova v Praze, Ptirodovédecka
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Odborna praxe, Ufad izemniho planovéani/professional practice, Spatial
Planning Office, Jablonec nad Nisou
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Semestralni studijni pobyt Erasmus na Vychodofinské univerzité v Joensuu /
Erasmus semester study stay at The University of Eastern Finland, Joensuu

Grantové projekty | Grants

2010-2012

GAUK 101610 ,,Geografické aspekty aktivit nevladnich organizaci
a ob&anskych iniciativ v Cesku - lokalni a regionalni urovei na piikladu
Libereckého  kraje*/“Geographical ~ Aspects of  Activities of
Nongovernmental Organizations and Civic Initiatives in Czechia - Local
and Regional Level in the Case of Liberec Region®, hlavni feSitel/
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Pedagogicka ¢innost / Teaching activity

2009-2015
2009-2013

42

Oponovani bakalatskych praci/ bachelor theses opponent

Spoluorganizace diplomovych seminaii z politické geografie a otazek
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International Development Issues (Charles University in Prague, Faculty of
Science)
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