Abstract

The study examines the arguments raised for or against possessing supersonic aircrafts of the Army
of the Czech Republic. The aim is to identify the arguments primarily during deciding on the
acquisition of new aircrafts, because the old ones were retired in 2005. In the first part, the author
analyzes various approaches to purchasing and possessing weapons systems (nuclear weapons,
supersonic aircrafts and tanks) and defines three approaches, which he expects in discourse and
which he will examine. The main part of the study deals with analysis of the arguments for and
against the acquisition of supersonic aircrafts through discourse analysis. As a frame of reference
author establishes the deputies and senators of the Parliament of the Czech Republic, the
professional public and official documents of the Ministry of Defense and Army of the Czech
Republic. By analyzing the discourse the author concludes that the official documents of the Army of
the Czech Republic looks at supersonic aircrafts as a means of national defense strictly, professional
public also looks at supersonic aircrafts this way in most of times. MPs and senators argue for
acquiring supersonic aircrafts not only by defense purposes, they argue that supersonic aircrafts is
mandatory purchase, because loss of the supersonic aircrafts would mean a weakening of national

sovereignty.



