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OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak):

The author Kristyna Matoulkova provides in her thesis an overview of the current state-of-the-arts in
the field of economics of religion with a special focus on the religious terrorism. She applies the club
model on the infamous religious terrorist organization the Islamic state (ISIL) and shows that the club
model can explain some seemingly irrational behaviors of this group, such as the extreme violence
they pursuit or the attacks in Europe. The topic itself is interdisciplinary, relatively new and rapidly
growing. After some previous applications of the club model on Hamas and the Taliban by outstanding
scholars, she is the first to do this analysis with the Islamic state. The data on the Islamic state are
very scarce and she did her best to gather all data available from various sources. She then carried
out an interesting qualitative media analysis where she looked at the extent of how the media reported
about Islamic state with respect to the amount of resources ISIL probably controlled due to some
important events, such as acquisition of oil fields, and the number of followers. The thesis is also well
structured and written in very good English and she demonstrates her deep knowledge in the field by
an extensive multidisciplinary literature review.

The thesis consists of several chapters: after introducing the thesis, chapter two provides the literature
review where Kristyna shows how terrorism and ISIL in particular has been addressed in the academic
literature, with the points of view of also other disciplines than economics. After that she introduces the
club model in religion and the economics of religion. Chapter three provides a general introduction into
the club model and in chapter four she discusses its previous applications on religious terrorist
organizations. Chapter five then provides a comprehensive description of ISIL with a special attention
paid to the facts that are important for the club model, such as prohibitions and sacrifices, funding and
social service provision. She concludes that ISIL fulfils the assumptions that the religious club model
requires. Chapter six shows the test of the predictions of the club model using the means of media
analysis related to the major events and funding capacities. Finally, the last chapter provides useful
policy implications that would help defeat ISIL, if implemented by the authorities.

Summary: Kristyna proved she understands the topic very well, can think critically about complicated
concepts, can gather very complicated data from various sources and that she can apply the
theoretical knowledge using a type of analysis which is rather uncommon in economics. In my opinion
she did a very good job, and even though some parts could have been merged or less detailed, |
suggest grade A. During the defense she may explain the main features and the logic of the religious
club model, the main outcomes of her analysis and discuss some alternative interpretations of her
findings, if there are any. She may also mention the policy recommendations that come out of the
application in order to help defeat ISIL and reflect on the policies that are being actually implemented.
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SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):

CATEGORY POINTS

Literature (max. 20 points) |20

Methods (max. 30 points) |28

Contribution (max. 30 points) |25

Manuscript Form (max. 20 points) |20

TOTAL POINTS (max. 100 points) |93

GRADE 1-2-3-4) |1

NAME OF THE REFEREE: PhDr. Lubomir Cingl
DATE OF EVALUATION: June 2, 2016 C .

EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE:

LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature.
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way.

Strong Average Weak
20 10 0

METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.

Strong Average Weak
30 15 0

CONTRIBUTION: The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the

thesis.
Strong Average Weak
30 15 0

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a

complete bibliography.

Strong Average Weak
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Overall grading:

TOTAL POINTS GRADE
81 — 100 1 = excellent = vyborné
61 -80 2 = good = velmi dobie
41 — 60 3 = satisfactory = dobfe
0-40 4 = fail = nedoporucuji k obhajobé




