ABSTRACT

The BA thesis examines means of intensification of negation in British spoken English. Since
intensification is generally associated with adverbials, more precisely with adverbs of degree,
another aim of the study is to prove there are other than lexical means of intensification. For it
is focused on the spoken language, which is natural, unplanned, improvised, it includes
constructions that are regarded as ungrammatical in Standard English, but occur widely in the
material used, namely the demographically sampled sub-corpus of the British National
Corpus.

Drawing on Duskova et al. (1988) and Biber et al. (1999) the thesis defines negation and
intensification, and their mutual interaction and relation. Based on the findings of Palacios-
Martinez (1996), the thesis aims at suggesting a suitable classification of the means of

negative intensification provided by the corpus-based study.
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