
Abstract 

The subject of this bachelor thesis is the interaction of Anabaptist communities 

with the majority society. For this purpose the paper focuses on the three largest 

communities in the United States of America and Canada – the Old Order Amish, the Old 

Order Mennonites and the Hutterites. These communities have the same origin  

in the sixteenth century reformation but they differ in many aspects. This paper will 

address particularly the interaction with the society, as the communities are advocates  

of isolation from the corrupted outside world. However, complete isolation is unrealistic, 

therefore the thesis examines in what areas of life the interaction occurs and at what level. 

Those are the main questions that this thesis seeks to answer. For a better display  

of the interaction in different areas of life, the main part of the paper is divided into four 

chapters pursuant to the areas in which interaction occurs the most according to  

the author. In each chapter the given communities are compared. The results of the 

research are evaluated in the conclusion.  They include the fact that the Hutterites live  

in the greatest physical isolation because they are isolated geographically. That allows 

them to loosen the rules inside the colonies, like for example with technology  

and education. The highest level of control of outside influence can be seen among  

the Amish. Strict rules apply to almost every part of their lives because they cannot be 

isolated geographically as their farms and households are among the outsiders. The only 

exception is during rumspringa that only lasts a few months or years. The Mennonites are 

similar to the Amish in many aspects but they are less orthodox and their rules are not as 

strict, therefore the outside influence is much more visible. Generally, concerning all the 

three communities, the most influence can be seen in employment that has recently been 

undergoing major changes caused by the economic situation and the growth  

of the churches‘ population. 

	


