
Abstract 

History of international relations suggests that rising power brings challenges and creates 

unstable environment in the international system. This thesis deals with the rise of China and 

its implications to the East Asia region. China has experienced massive economic growth over 

the last few decades which is likely to influence the dynamics not only of the region, but also 

of the international system as a whole. There is an ongoing discussion in the academic 

literature regarding the rise of China. In this thesis, the offensive neorealism theory of John J, 

Mearsheimer is employed. This paper focuses on the region of East Asia, namely to Japan, 

South Korea and Taiwan. Since the region is heavily penetrated by the US power, its position 

is also discussed. The question is how China will behave when it gets more powerful and 

what strategies the neighbouring countries choose in order to deal with China's rising power. 

The theory assumes that rising great power strive to dominate its region in order to establish 

regional hegemony. The main aim of this thesis is to examine whether or not the 

aforementioned states act according to the prism of offensive neorealism.  

 

 


