
Abstract 

Vienna, once the biggest Czech city, into which craftsmen, wage workers and servants, most 

of them coming from the Bohemian and Moravian south, poured by houndreds in search for 

work in the 19
th

 and at the beginning of the 20
th

 century. Some would progressively return 

back to Bohemia and Moravia, while others would settle down in Vienna and assimilate 

completely. This thesis, however, focuses on the descendants of those who, although they 

stayed in Vienna, maintained their tie to Czech culture and their Czechness. The thesis, based 

upon nineteen biographical stories collected in May and June 2015 in Vienna, presents the 

ways in which the interviewees construct their ethnical/national and collective identity and 

communicative memory. The interviewees are representatives of Vienna's Czech old residents 

who speak Czech, are active in the community's life and each one of whom has at least one 

ancestor of Czech origin who came to Vienna before Wold War II or earlier. Depending on 

their birthdate, they were assigned a place within one of the following generations: interwar, 

war, middle and youngest. Every generation is given one chapter presenting its speakers, the 

ways in which they identify themselves, their attitude (active or passive) to the building of 

their identity as well as the commonly shared specific topics which characterize each 

particular generation. The thesis also deals with the history of Vienna's Czech minority while 

paying particular attention to two organizations of crucial importance – Komenského škola 

(Schulverein Komensky) and the Sokol movement, both of them playing a key role in the 

cultural memory of Vienna's Czechs.  
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