Abstract

This thesis examines the relationship between Southern literature and socio-cultural realities of the
Southern region of the United States of America. Analyzing works of five distinguished Southern
writers, this thesis examines the reflection of specific Southern culture features in literature of the
region in the period from the end of the American Civil War to the second half of the 20 century.
The thesis oppose the opinion that the primary goal of Southern literature was to promote Southern
identity and its cultural superiority above the North. The central hypothesis, that is being verified by
this thesis, is that despite the indisputable contribution of highly recognized Southern writers to
building of Southern identity, these authors expressed in their works also often sharp critiques of the

social conditions in the South.



