
Abstract: 

David Livingstone is considered one of the greatest travellers of the 19th 

century. His travels changed the perception of the African continent and its people 

in Western countries. Thanks to journeys motivated by founding of mission 

stations, the spread of God’s Word and the suppression of the slave trade carried 

out in the years 1849–1873, he made a series of important discoveries. 

During the first surveys in areas of southern and eastern Africa in 1849 and 

1856, he discovered Lake Ngami, Victoria Falls, made transcontinental travel 

across Africa and explored the great Zambezi River. He established a friendship 

with the tribal chiefs, win them over his sermons and for their expeditions. Earlier 

during the trips, David Livingstone became well-known at homeland and abroad. 

After return from Africa in 1856, his popularity spread through book of travels 

Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa. In 1858 he was appointed to 

head of a governmental expedition to East and Central Africa towards the 

Zambezi River. The aim of the Expedition was to examine the navigability of the 

river and surrounding countryside. During this expedition it came out that the river 

due to natural conditions cannot be used. After many difficulties, the expedition 

was withdrawn. Though the expedition officially failed, thanks to the observations 

and exploration of nature, contributed to further enrichment of the knowledge of 

the African hinterland. 

Livingstones last journey was intended to discover the sources of the river 

Nile to confirm or refute the hypothesis of the explorers Speke and Burton. From 

1866 to 1873 he undertook a reconnaissance journey to the lakes Tanganyika, 

Bangweulu and Mweru. During these trips Livingstone’s and his health 

deteriorated. In the years 1868–1871 no news about him reached Europe. 

Supported by the US newspaper The New York Herald was sent the expedition of 

journalist Henry M. Stanley to find Livingstone. An epic quest for Scottish 

explorer and missionary ended legendary meeting of both men in November 1871. 



After a joint expedition David Livingstone set out on his last expedition, during 

which in May 1873 he died. In the April of the following year was Livingstone 

burried in Westminster Abbey, the burial was attended by the Queen and 

prominent personalities. 

Livingstones journeys did not bring immediate economic profit, the newly 

discovered territory did not inspire much interest states, nevertheless in the future 

became the basis for the subsequent colonization. David Livingstone wanted to 

put an end to the slave trade and bring the achievements of Western civilization 

through Christianization to the Africans. Despite of the importance of his work as 

explorer, David Livingstone at first considered himself to be a missionary. 

 


