ABSTRACT

The aim of this thesis is to analyse the position of women in Nigerian family and to estimate
the extent of their emancipation and/or dependence on men in Nigerian society, traditionally
considered to be patriarchal. The analysis is based on the interpretation of the novels Purple
Hibiscus and Half of a Yellow Sun and the short story collection The Thing around Your Neck,
written by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, a prominent contemporary Nigerian author. The
theoretical part focuses on political, social and economic representations of women in pre-
colonial Nigeria and in colonial and modern, post-colonial Nigeria. An antidote to the
stereotypical depiction of women in African literature, Adichie’s work typically presents
female characters who are educated, independent and emancipated. This stands to challenge

the image of Nigerian women who are dominated and controlled by men.



