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Abstract 

Subject of this work is Cuban missile crisis from security dilemma theory point of view. This 

crisis, as one of the most important confrontation between the United States of America and 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics during Cold War period, allows us to illustrate 

processes and dynamics of security dilemma in relations between superpowers. For analytical 

purposes, this work addresses several viewpoints of the issue. At the first place, it is 

theoretical viewpoint. Here the works focuses on neorealism, which was chosen as theoretical 

basis and on perception of international relations through its optic. As next it describes 

concept of security dilemma, as well as questions of security threats perception by actors of 

international relations and of mistakes, that can occur during that perception. Following is a 

historic viewpoint, where the work delivers brief chronological overview of progress of the 

crisis, as well as its final solution. Major part is then the analytical viewpoint. Here, in the first 

place, the work focuses on analysis of international environment that is forming initial 

postures of both major actors, as well as analysis of security environment and security threats, 

perceived by them. Part of it was also identification of misperceptions that could occur. 

Analysis then focused on process of Caribbean crisis itself. Actual steps of major actors and 

options that were considered by them were evaluated in context of theoretical concept of 

security dilemma. Referring to motivations and limitations, the work tried to explain which of 

the considered options were not acceptable and why in the end the superpowers had decided 

to act in a way they acted. In the end, the work had tried to create hypothetical model of 

development in case of military intervention by the United States by means of counterfactual 

analysis. Using available facts, analysis was able to explain actions of both superpowers, it 

presented arguments why those actions were such as they were and what influence for those 

actions had dynamics of security dilemma. Counterfactual analysis then, using similar 

methods, allowed us to present hypothesis of alternative development in case of armed 

confrontation at Cuba. Result and impacts of such confrontation originated again in 



motivations and available options of both actors, which were also impacted by necessity to 

look for solution of security dilemma. 
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