Abstract

Thesubjectofthis thesis Symbolism in Koreanmartial art
Taekwondoistheanalysisofsymbolsappearing in thetwolargestTaekwondoFederations - ITF
and WTF.

Thefirst part introducesrelevantsemiotictheories, historical background, the emergence
oftaekwondo and itsfederations and a shortbiographyofCh'oeHonghtii - oneofthe most
importantfiguresassociatedwiththismartial art.

Theextensive second part presents a closerlook on symbolism, language and
visualsigns and theirdevelopment in the most commonstyles: ITF and WTF
Fromthelanguagesigns, due to theiramount, are selectedonlythose most frequentlyused.
Thevisualsigns are analyzed indetail, especiallytobokuniform, flag and patterns.
Theconclusionis a comparisonofthesimilarities and differencesofthedescribedsymbols and

signs and how these differencesaffectthepossiblefutureofTaekwondo.
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