Abstract:

The issue of this thesis is to chart the motivations of non-voters for not attending the election
to the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Republic. This election had the second lowest turnout
in the history of the Czech Republic in this type of election which is considered by the citizens
to be the most important type of election. A decreasing turnout can be a threat to a proper
functioning of democracy. In the theoretical part of the paper, the theory of functioning
democracy and the theory explaining the decreasing turnout are introduced. According
to several studies, there is a difference between younger and older generation, so | decided
to explore this difference. Therefore, fifteen semi-structured interviews with non-voters have
been conducted to detect the cause of this situation. Collected sample contains nine younger
non-voters and six older ones. The data were analyzed according to the rules of grounded
theory. The product of this analysis is a typology of non-voters and their main motivations
for non-voting and a scheme of participating factors. The result of the analysis suggests that

there is a difference between younger and older generation.
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