
SUMMARY 

This thesis deals with crimes against humanity and war crimes in the practice of the 

International Criminal Court, an institution established to prosecute the most serious crimes of 

concern to the international community as a whole (which include, in addition to the two 

types mentioned above, genocide and crimes of aggression). 

Prosecution of these crimes changed significantly from the military tribunals 

following World War II to the ad hoc tribunals for former Yugoslavia and Rwanda and finally 

to the International Criminal Court, which was created as a permanent international institution 

in 1998 at the Rome Conference and became operational in 2002 after its Statute reached the 

required number of ratifications. 

The aim of this thesis is to introduce how crimes against humanity and war crimes 

have been conceived in the practice of the International Criminal Court with respect to the 

development of their concept and prosecution by the previous criminal tribunals. 

The thesis is divided into three main chapters. In the first one, I introduce the topic, 

specifically the development of the idea to establish a permanent international criminal 

tribunal as well as its eventual establishment. Furthermore, the first chapter also includes a 

theoretical introduction to the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court. 

The second chapter is dedicated to crimes against humanity. Its first section consists of 

a brief history of these crimes with an emphasis on their concept in the statutes of the 

Nuremberg tribunal and the ad hoc tribunals. The second part of this chapter is concerned 

with the provisions of crimes against humanity in the practice of the International Criminal 

Court, namely it provides a legal analysis of the particular acts that constitute crimes against 

humanity and common requirements that have to be met in order to commit a crime against 

humanity. 

The third chapter provides a similar concept but with regard to war crimes. 

The second and third chapters form the core of my thesis. As mentioned above, these 

chapters provide a legal analysis of crimes against humanity and war crimes. In my analysis, I 

examined, besides the Rome statute, Elements of crimes, legal documents and literature on 

the subject, an extensive case law of both the International Criminal Court and the ad hoc 

tribunals (that had an unquestionable influence on the International Criminal Court`s 

conception of these crimes). 



This thesis aims to provide an overview of the concept of crimes against humanity and 

war crimes in the Rome Statute and the case law of the International Criminal Court. 

 


