
Abstract  

Society in twenty-first century faces many issues and is becoming more complex than ever. 

Therefore, the ability to understand different groups around us is becoming crucial. This is 

important not only from a planning or political perspective but also from the civil coexistence 

of the majority with the minorities. This paper is based on numerous theories and concepts 

that are applied in the social context of today's transforming post-socialist cities.  

Prague is the biggest and the richest city in the Czech Republic. Due to its size and high 

attractiveness for different layers of the population, Prague is a place where the social 

inequalities are fully displayed. A certain degree of differentiation in society is natural. 

However, after 1989 the Prague’s population became polarized. On the one side, there are 

the traditional city neighborhoods and emerging districts for rich people. On the other side, 

there are the newly emerged parts of the city for socially excluded. The groups living in these 

neighborhoods are in an unequal position with each other and this difference is not 

diminishing. As shown by various studies, only a small percentage of people is able to rise from 

the rock bottom back into the mainstream society.  

The goal of this thesis is to answer some questions around those issues that have not yet been 

discussed. First, the thesis addresses the spatial distribution services for socially excluded 

citizens of Prague. Secondly, it analyzes the spatial behavior and spatial strategies of 

inhabitants from the lower types of facilities for the socially excluded, particularly the 

inhabitants of shelters. In this part, I conducted structured interviews with the representatives 

of this population to understand their mobility, as well as some of their personal and social 

characteristics. The process of social exclusion is linked to limited social mobility of excluded 

individuals that prevents them from the re-integration into the social, economic, and political 

activities of society.  

After this finding, the paper attempts to confront this group with the other group “homeless 

on the street” and discusses how these groups differ from each other and what they have in 

common. The present thesis is built upon my previous bachelor thesis. Therefore, this thesis 

is an expansion of the topic which deals with another poorly understood social group in 

Czechia.  
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