
 

SUMMARY 

In the theoretical part of the thesis I introduce the current education legislation related 

to the subject of religious education. Religion is a part of the educational process and has a 

fixed position in the curriculum. This subject must be taught by a specialist with a pedagogical 

and theological training who has the double role of an instructor and a person providing value 

orientation for his/her pupils. The role of the teacher is not making children “swot” the most 

important themes, but introducing them to the essential principles and ideas of Christianity. The 

educational process is thus superior to the actual contents, i.e. instructing children in a Christian 

way is the concrete objective of every catechist. Orienting children towards a moral life is a 

very difficult challenge. A number of motivational elements and educational tools can facilitate 

the process of instruction. Arguably, the single most important tool since the introduction of 

comprehensive educational systems has been the textbook. Textbooks have been the subject of 

research and this research has by now become an established scholarly discipline. The 

theoretical part informs about the structure of textbooks, their functions and practical use. An 

essential chapter of the thesis is the didactic analysis of selected textbooks, in which the 

concrete elements of the didactic approach are presented. The author believes that a teacher 

should diagnose the textbook which he will use for instruction.  

The actual analysis of the textbooks is presented in the practical part of the thesis, in 

which 6 titles are didactically analysed: 4 textbooks of Roman Catholic religion, 1 handbook 

for the preparation for the sacrament of the Eucharist and a textbook of civic education, the last 

of which demonstrates an advanced modern textbook with all the innovations. The research 

shows that there are not many textbooks for religious education, but writing new ones could 

help develop the subject. In 2004, a collection of handouts and methodological materials was 

published in the PORTÁL publishing house, but it is based on textbooks published in the 1990s. 

The most advanced and successful textbook for religious education is Věřit a žít [Believe and 

live] from 1995. In relation to Průcha’s theory of the important textbook components, the latter 

textbook contains 23 out of 26 maximum, which makes a clear statement about its didactic 

quality and its extensiveness. Other textbooks have achieved poorer results. The research is 

based on the didactic analysis of the subject matter, which every teacher should carry out before 

the beginning of the given thematic unit. This type of didactic analysis is demonstrated on 

Občanská výchova 7 [Civic Education for grade 7] published by FRAUS publishing house. 

 


