
 

 

Abstract 

 

The thesis deals with discourse surrounding the topic of the Greek debt crisis (GDC) in the 

online version of the British daily newspaper the Guardian (www.theguardian.com). The study 

builds on a bilateral division of the EU public discourse on the economic crisis, distinguishing 

between two opposing perspectives: “the Northern diagnosis” (DeGrauwe 2011: 5) prevailing 

in Germany and other creditor states, and ‘the Southern opinion’ on the situation held mainly 

by the debtor countries. The thesis examines the position of the Guardian in relation to this 

bilateral discourse framework. The Guardian represents a liberal, socially aware and 

traditionally EU-supportive newspaper that is published in a country which counts among the 

Europe’s leading economic and political powers, a country that is also characterized by strong 

Eurosceptic tendencies. These aspects form a complex background with regard to the 

EEC/GDC discourse framework. There are factors supporting both “the Northern diagnosis” of 

the GDC and those suggesting inclination to ‘the Southern opinion’. The analysis, dealing with 

a self-collected corpus (altogether 349 texts, 277 973 words) consisting of the Guardian online 

news on the GDC is situated - both theoretically and methodologically - in the field of Corpus-

assisted discourse studies (CADS). The collected data are examined with the use of WordSmith 

6 corpus analysis software. Two main corpus linguistic concepts, i.e. keywords and collocation, 

are used. The analysis is further supported by the examination of the metaphorical language. 

The analysis concentrates on evaluative language and stylistic effects and draws on five core 

indicators of anti-Greek bias, i.e. of “the Northern diagnosis” of the crisis (Pavlakis 2013). The 

analysis results  provide evidence showing that the Guardian discourse on the GDC does not 

involve any of the five core aspects of anti-Greek bias At the same time, however, the 

newspaper does not adopt straightforward opposite of this narrative - the antithetical ‘Southern 

opinion’ on the GDC. According to the analysis, the Guardian provides a complex, non-

stereotypical picture of the crisis in which the role of the Greek domestic problems contributing 

to the GDC is not underestimated and where, at the same time, a particular emphasis is placed 

on describing Greece as a country subjected to a harmful external influence represented by the 

Troika GDC management. It is the strongly negative and critical discourse construction of 

austerity measures, together with attention focused on the negative impact of these measures 

on average Greek populace, which, places the Guardian closer to the Southern opinion. In 

general, the study shows that the Guardian is a pro-European newspaper which supports the 

EU solidarity and political integration. In its reporting on the GDC, however, the newspaper’s 



 

 

left-leaning, liberal orientation, characterised by an interest in social issues, prevails over its 

otherwise supportive view of the EU. 
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