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SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 

Martin Světlík, The Weekend of Dermot & Grace: Eugene R. Watters’ Long 

Modernist Poem (M.A. Thesis) 

 

Without the slightest doubt, Martin Světlík has been one of the best students in our M.A. 

programme. His contributions to discussions in literary seminars have ranked among the most 

original and his essays have been inventive and well-researched. Světlík’s overall 

performance has far exceeded the requirements for M.A. study. One should especially 

mention his translations from English and Irish, which have been published in several literary 

magazines, as well as in the short story collection Muž, který vybouchl (2016). The readings 

of his translations belonged to the highlights of a number of important cultural events, 

including the official commemoration of the centenary of the 1916 Rising at the residence of 

the Irish Ambassador. In 2016, Světlík’s translations of Anthony Hecht were awarded the 

second prize in the prestigious Jiří Levý competition.  

Světlík’s thesis can be regarded as a significant contribution to the critical reception of 

The Weekend of Dermot & Grace, Eugene R. Watters’ challenging modernist poem. Despite 

its ambitious structure and wide-reaching thematic content, The Weekend has, since its 

original publication in 1964, received only little scholarly attention. Světlík’s study strives 

towards a coherent interpretation of the text, placing it in its biographical, historical and 

literary context, as well as in the framework of the author’s own personal philosophy. As 

Watters (better known under the Irish version of his name, Eoghan Ó Tuairisc), was a 

bilingual author, this task necessarily involved reading and interpreting a number of 

challenging texts in Irish, a fact not to be overlooked in the assessment of Světlík’s work.   

The main difficulty that readers encounter when dealing with The Weekend is its 

seemingly loose structure accompanied by a density of references to Classical mythology, 

Irish sagas, a miscellany of other literary or musical works, scientific discoveries, as well as 

the author’s own life. Světlík addresses this problem in the main part of the thesis (Chapter 5), 

which consists of a section by section commentary on the text that elucidates the various 

sources and explains thematic transitions. In Chapter 6, some of the most important insights 

are recapitulated, be it the underlying musical structure or the main links in the complex grid 

of allusions brought to reflect upon the cataclysmic event that inspired the poem – the 

bombing of Hiroshima in 1945. Of great value is the well-argumented suggestion that The 

Weekend and its sister Irish-language poem Aifreann na Marbh should be read as one artistic 

whole. This not only challenges conventional critical readings of The Weekend as somewhat 

inferior to Watters’ Irish-language work, but also represents a good instance of the kind of 

results that can be reached if Irish-language and Anglophone literature in Ireland is studied 

side by side – sadly, an approach still rare in the field of Irish studies.  

Světlík’s research definitely deserves publication, most aptly as a long article in an Irish 

peer-reviewed journal. It may also significantly contribute towards a future annotated edition 

of the poem, which is long overdue. Before the publication, however, certain formal 

shortcomings should be rectified. In the commentary, it should be more clearly indicated 

which section of the text is being analysed (especially pages 41-45 are slightly confusing); 

section 5.1 (the introductory description of the poem’s structure and the main allusions) 
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should be balanced with Chapter 6 (overall interpretation) so that unnecessary repetition is 

avoided. The text should be also thoroughly edited as regards language, with special attention 

to the placing of articles. Suggestions for further research include a more detailed comparison 

between The Weekend and Aifreann na Marbh, as well as a greater elaboration of the outlined 

musical parallels.  

During the defence, the following general questions may be discussed: To what extent is 

the poem successful in the light of the author’s personal philosophy, which sees poets as 

“religious” figures, responsible, from a certain point of view, for what happens in the world? 

What hope does Watters see for the Western civilization, whose feelings of guilt he voices in 

the poem?  

 

With great pleasure, I recommend the thesis to the defence and suggest that it should be 

classified as excellent (výborně).  

 

Mgr. Radvan Markus, Ph.D. 

22 August 2016 

 


