
Abstract 

 The United Kingdom is imprinted in our historical memory as the birthplace 

of modern democracy, the rule of law and respect to private ownership. However, this 

memory reflects deep history of the 19th century rather than the present state of 

affairs. The English like other developed nations have acquired the policy of state 

interventions, nationalization of private enterprise for a compensation, fight against 

the economic cycle in an unprecedented consensus. Many of the contemporaries 

assess England through the prism of Margaret Thatcher, however, as demonstrated in 

this work, her right-winged policy proved an exception to the Conservative Party’s 

rule. 

 Historiography ascribes the reasons of the situation especially to the Labour 

Party. A number of history works limits the causality of the state growth to the onset 

of the Laborites. It is apparent, however, that the search for the reasons of the state of 

affairs needs to quest much deeper in history.  Despite its name, the Liberal Party is 

an institution with a long tradition of state-positive thinking. 

It was the new Radical Liberals who arrived with a “ransom” theory as well as the 

program of urban socialism, which does not seem to be a symptom of the laissez faire 

era in the today’s regulated world of private waterworks, gas and electric power 

entrepreneurs. 

 Imperial topics and the Kingdom’s unity became the main unifying feature 

with the social reforms being only secondary, which resulted in the merging of 

radicals and conservatives who could boast of paternalist tradition ranging from 

Young England, Disraeli’s Sybil and Randolph Churchill to Arthur Balfour. Harold 

MacMillan continued towards the corporatist tradition. The spread of left-wing 

approach to reforms wedded the spread of suffrage in Victorian England in which 

area Joseph Chamberlain became a champion. The Unions created the Labour 

Representation Committee and bartered their members' votes for support in the 

elections. In the end they were forced to establish their own political party along with 

the assistance of social-liberal activists. English socialism, social state and the 

intervention into the private sector have major influence in all parties. 

 The unifying factor is the faith in progress and the perpetual implementation 

of new scientific theories into the public administration. Thus in the rear view, the 

Marxist economy and eugenics are absurd to be considered as scientific disciplines. 

An important fact to successfully understand the centripetal force of the English 

political system is the mingling of all traditions: the Tory with the socialist along with 

the liberal. 


