
ABSTRACT

The childbirth in the medical discourse is still viewed as a proces of high risk. The birth at  

home is then in such a discourse  considered to be hazardous practice which can threaten the life of  

the unborn child. This paper tries to contribute to the discussions about the freedom of choice of the 

place of birth. The birth is then viewed from the perspective of gender as a constructed phenomenon 

culturaly and socialy biased. The main focus is on the research of the experience of women who 

gave  birth  at  home.  Their  experience  is  to  be  considered  as  constructed  as  well,  therefore  I  

investigate  the  leverages  that  influence  their  interpretation  of  the  birth  experience.  I  am  also 

interested in researching how their experience influenced their futher life and what meaning they 

asign to it in the context of their life experience as such. Further interest of this paper is to research  

the knowledge that the women, who gave birth at home, used during the proces of childbirth. The 

main focus is to elicit the auhoritative knowledge based on which they make decisions and how this 

knowledge is constituted. 


