
Abstract 

The Master Thesis American Foreign Policy and the Arab Uprisings in Egypt, Libya, and 

Syria concentrates primarily on the conflict between democracy promotion and pursuit of 

strategic and security interests within the U.S. foreign policy with respect to uprisings in 

Egypt, Libya, and Syria that broke out in the beginning of 2011.  The thesis also concentrates 

on the processes and the tools used by the United States to support either democratization 

efforts or their vital interests and how these processes were publicly communicated. The 

thesis is divided into three parts. The first part analyzes history of democracy promotion in the 

U.S. foreign policy and its conflict with interest-based stability promotion. The second, and 

the most extensive, part examines the uprisings in Egypt, Libya, and Syria with an accent on 

the U.S. foreign policy. The third part seeks to identify patterns and features of the U.S. 

foreign policy with respect to the uprisings in the mentioned countries using the facts 

mentioned in the previous two chapters. The thesis uses mainly newspaper articles and expert 

opinions as the principle sources. As the topic is a very current issue there is no huge number 

of academic sources available especially concerning the later phases of the uprisings. Also, 

official sources like analyses and public speeches were used.  

 


