
Abstract (in English): 

 

 My goal is to demonstrate that witnesses of certain historical events can 

describe their experiences in a variety of ways without distorting actual facts.  The subject of 

my research is a reflection of the Czech Jewry Genocide through the eyes of a generation born 

during the so-called first Czechoslovak Republic.  On the day of their liberation, Czech Jews 

who had survived Shoah were mainly unified in the fundamental aspects of the perception of 

their past in Nazi Concentration and Extermination Camps, regardless of whether their native 

tongue was Czech or German.  What's more, any ideological differences that could have 

possibly existed between them in pre-war years, ceased being important under the influence 

of a common fate.  It is fair to say then, that from the viewpoint of Czech Shoah Survivors in 

1945, they constituted a relatively unified group but not for much longer. 

After the end of WWII, these people returned to the newly established Czechoslovak 

Republic and the point of view within the groups gradually began to vary.  For some, the new 

regime had fulfilled their expectations.  The majority of Czech Jews however, chose to 

emigrate after the Communist Coup d'etat and in time began to share their war 

experiences.  The Jews in the Czech Republic began telling their stories as well.  Over the 

course of several decades following the war, their memories gradually changed and began to 

differ in various aspects.  In my Thesis, I will be focusing on the evolution of the views of 

Jewish wartime experiences in the Czech lands and in other Countries. 

In the beginning I will compare the societies of certain European Countries, the United 

States of America, and the evolution of the Shoah reflection. The core of my Thesis however, 

is a comparison of Czech and Israeli societies, their post-war perception of Shoah, and 

recollections of the survivors. 

 


