
Abstract 

The diploma thesis concerns itself with a struggle of the administration of the Protectorate 

Bohemia and Moravia to deal with the consequences of the German action of 17th November, 

when as a revenge for previous demonstrations Czech universities in the Protectorate were 

closed and more than a thousand of their students were arrested and sent to concentration camps 

in Germany. The thesis is divided into 4 main chapters. The first one concerns itself concisely 

with reasons, course and immediate consequences of the German „Special action of 17th 

November 1939“. The content of the second chapter is formed by an exposition of a struggle to 

achieve liberation of the jailed students and their comeback home that was realised by the 

interventions of the state president Hácha and the Protectorate government at the representatives 

of the occupation regime; and then an inquest of their tactics and its successfulness at these 

interventions. A topic of the next chapter is a description and an analysis of the problems 

accompanying the closure of Czech universities, with which the Protectorate government was 

also forced to deal. Among them there were for example a placement of the students, who were 

not jailed but prevented from continuing in their studies and whom the Protectorate government 

strove to protect from forced labour in Germany through establishing new study courses or 

helping to find a job, then issues of the possibility of studying in Germany, graduation, 

retirement of the teachers etc. The last chapter concerns itself with a struggle of the 

representatives of the Protectorate administration to achieve the reopening of Czech universities 

and to protect their impounded property and chattel as well as the property of the student 

dormitories against the demands of German universities and other German institutions and 

offices. 
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