
Opponent’s Report on B.A. Thesis by 
 
Michaela Ž  rková 
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ASHBERRY AND FRANK O’HARA 
 
Ms. Michaela Ž  rková strives in her thesis to portray the key contours and facets of 
the poetic o tp t of John Ashberry and of Frank O’Hara as they pertain to the New 
York School of poetry and to the visual arts with special reference to painting but 
also including music as well.  
 
The thesis contains 43 pp. across some preliminary matter, five chapters, and a 
bibliography. As for the prose style, it reads fine and displays good compositional 
skill, and a capacity too to retain her own critical vision. However, there were a few 
glitches in style s ch as for example: “same as the word” (21) sho ld  se “j st” in 
place of “same”; the word “a” is needed before “metaphysical aesthetic” (24), the 
word “of” is req ired after ‘best-known’ here “one of the best-known O’Hara’s” (31), 
“non-ekphrastic poem” sho ld be “non-ekphrastic poetry” (35) and “paining” sho ld 
be “painting” (38). All in all, the word though again to be sure reads very well. 
 
This reader appreciated the contagious enthusiasm of the work and its ability to 
map out a number of conceptual intersections between poetry, painting, and music 
in its cultural investigations. 
 
As far as the idea of cultural influence goes, I would ask the candidate,  
 
1) To articulate in what ways is the poetry by Ashberry and O’Hara part and parcel 
of the same aesthetic intentions as the cultural form of painting with respect to the 
painters discussed in their respective interconnection with the two poets? Could the 
candidate mention some specific examples to argue for the homology of similar aims 
in the two media? 
 
Also, 
 
2) What precisely are some of the crucially important, and perhaps unanswerable 
questions that her concrete analysis of her chosen poems produce as far as the idea 
of the unity of the arts goes? Are potential new relationships between the arts 
possible? 
 
3) Does the use of more than one medium make the poem more participatory for the 
reader/observer? 
 
 
 
 



 2 

In light of the foregoing mentions, I hereby recommend the pre thesis defense mark 
of a 2 (velmi dobře) for the thesis work. 
 
 
Erik S. Roraback, D.Phil. (Oxon.), 
24 August 2014 
 
 


